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COLLECTING  AND  DISTRIBUTING  A  DOMESTIC 
WATER  SUPPLY 

PAUL  I.  DANIELS,  Superintendent  Water  Supply  -  Sanitation 

(Continued   from  Volume   II,    No.   6) 

STORAGE 


WATER  flowing  over  the  land  surface 
of  the  earth  and  in  streams,  which  is 
not  disposed  of  by  soil  absorption, 
evaporation  or  used  by  vegetation,  will,  in 
time,  find  its  way  to  the  sea,  unless  restrained 
by  natural  or  artificial  causes. 

Bodies  of  water  held  in  restraint  by  dams 
of  earth,  concrete  or  other  material,  con- 
structed by  human  effort  or  by  natural 
causes,  are  known  as  lakes,  and  from  these 
points  of  storage  water  may  be  diverted  for 
the  purposes  of  irrigation,  power  development, 
manufacturing  or  domestic  uses.  Surface 
water  may  be  used  for  all  these  purposes 
without  being  stored,  provided  the  stream 
from  which  it  is  obtained  is  of  sufficient  size 
and  of  fairly  constant  quantity.  Most  of  the 
streams  in  this  locality  have  a  very  uncertain 
flow,  having  to  depend  entirely  upon  the 
annual  rainfall,  a  large  percentage  of  which 
may  be  precipitated  during  a  period  of  thirty 
days,  or  over  a  period  of  four  months.  In 
the  latter  instance  only  a  small  portion  of  the 


precipitation  reaches  the  main  streams,  owing 
to  evaporation  and  absorption  by  soil  and 
other  natural  processes.  In  case  of  heavy 
rainfall  during  a  short  period  most  of  the 
surface  water  is  discharged  into  the  ocean. 
Conditions  in  this  locality  being  of  such  un- 
certain nature,  it  becomes  imperative  to  pro- 
vide some  means  by  which  these  flood  waters 
may  be  impounded  and  held  for  use  at  times 
when  there  is  very  little  or  no  water  to  be 
obtained  from  the  streams.  There  is  a  very 
considerable  amount  of  water  stored  at  vari- 
ous points  along  the  bay  shore  in  under- 
ground gravel  deposits  and  held  in  restraint 
by  natural  formations  of  impervious  material 
lying  between  the  saltwater  of  the  bay  and 
the  underground  fresh  water.  This  imper- 
vious formation  acts  as  a  natural  dam,  to  all 
practical  purposes  the  same  as  a  dam  built 
to  impound  surface  waters. 

These  underground  waters  are  also  entirely 
dependent  on  the  annual  rainfall,  and  as  the 


San  Leandro  (Chabot)  Lake 
One  of  the  large  storage  reservoirs. 


October,    1919 


"BUBBLES" 


East  Bay  Water  Co. 


water  to  reach  these  underground  storage 
areas  must  pass  through  a  considerable 
amount  of  more  or  less  porous  material,  time 
is  a  large  factor  in  their  replenishment.  The 
quality  of  the  water  found  in  these  under- 
ground sources  varies  considerably  in  differ- 
ent localities,  depending  upon  the  composition 
of  the  various  formations  through  which  it 
passes.  The  extreme  hardness  of  some 
underground  water  is  caused  by  the  absorp- 
tion of  mineral  salts  through  which  it  slowly 
passes  on  its  way  to  these  underground  water 
areas.  Surface  water  contains  a  much  less 
amount  of  these  mineral  salts,  there  being 
only  a  small  quantity  on  the  land  surface. 
A  portion  of  the  mineral  which  does  reach  the 
storage  point  is  in  time  precipitated,  together 
with  sediment  and  other  small  material,  over 
the  bottom  of  the  lake. 

The  impounding  of  surface  water  as  a 
reserve  supply  is  not  the  only  important  reason 
for  storage.  As  stated  in  a  previous  article, 
the  water  which  is  collected  on  the  drainage 
area  carries  with  it  on  its  course  to  the  point 
of  storage  a  considerable  amount  of  the  soil 
over  which  it  passes,  together  with  more  or 
less  vegetable  matter,  minerals  and  bacteria. 

Before  the  water  can  be  used  it  is  neces- 
sary to  remove  practically  all  of  this  un- 
desirable matter,  more  particularly  the  soil, 
some  vegetable  life  and  the  harmful  bacteria. 
Removal  of  the  mineral  content,  when  in 
solution  and  of  a  harmless  nature,  is  not  of 
so  much  importance.  The  coarse  material 
such  as  gravel  and  sand  is  deposited  as  soon 
as  the  water  loses  its  velocity  on  entering  the 
storage  area,  and  as  the  movement  of  the 
water  decreases  by  spreading  out  over  the 
area  more  of  the  soil  in  suspension  is  precipi- 
tated until  there  remains  only  the  very  fine 
particles  of  clay,  vegetable  matter  and 
bacteria  to  be  disposed  of. 

Under  favorable  conditions  most  of  the 
clay  particles  will  settle  to  the  bottom  of  the 
lake  in  a  short  time,  providing  the  water  is 
not  disturbed  to  any  great  extent  by  stream 
currents  or  action  of  high  velocity  winds. 
The  balance  of  the  clay  may  be  disposed 
of  by  the  introducing  of  aluminum  sulphate 
in  the  storage  reservoir  or  in  a  separate  or 
coagulating  reservoir  and  afterwards  filtered. 

The  vegetable  or  plant  life  in  water  is  one 
of  the  difficult  problems  to  overcome  in  the 
handling    of    a    water    supply    for    domestic 


uses,  though  all  of  this  plant  life  is  harmless 
to  the  health  of  mankind,  some  of  the  species 
become  troublesome  if  allowed  to  increase 
to  a  very  great  extent.  The  various  species 
of  plant  life  found  in  fresh  water  are  extreme- 
ly numerous,  the  classification  and  description 
of  them  would  require  considerable  space.  A 
good  description  of  this  plant  life  may  be 
found  in  a  very  interesting  book  entitled, 
"Life  of  Inland  Waters,"  by  Needham  and 
Lloyd.  The  plant  life  which  becomes  most 
troublesome  in  domestic  water  supplies  is  of 
the  algae  variety  (incorrectly  called  frog 
scum  or  water  moss) .  It  is  generally  a  blue 
green  color  in  this  locality,  and  is  found 
principally  along  the  shallow  banks  of  lakes, 
slow  moving  streams  and  in  small  pools 
formed  on  overflowed  land.  Some  varieties 
of  algae  give  off  a  very  disagreeable  odor, 
which  is  due  to  oil  like  secretion  in  the  plant, 
and  although  harmless  to  health  is  considered 
objectionable  on  account  of  the  taste  and 
odor  which  it  imparts  to  the  water. 

Plant  life  found  in  local  waters  varies  in 
size  from  those  which  can  only  be  seen  by 
the  aid  of  a  miscroscope,  to  plants  with  leaves 
up  to  a  foot  in  diameter  and  stems  20  to  30 
feet  long.  Very  little  of  this  larger  plant 
life  becomes  troublesome.  On  the  contrary, 
many  are  decidedly  beneficial  to  the  water, 
absorbing  as  they  do  many  undesirable  quali- 
ties in  the  water,  releasing  oxygen  to  be  taken 
up  by  the  water,  and  furnishing  protection 
and  food  for  the  animal  life  necessary  to  the 
maintenance  of  a  good  water  supply.  The 
excessive  growth  of  algae  is  prevented,  with- 
out injury  to  other  beneficial  plant  life,  by 
the  use  of  copper  sulphate  dissolved  in  the 
lake  water  in  small  quantities  wherever  there 
are  indications  of  algae  growth  and  before 
the  growth  becomes  excessive. 

Bacteria  found  in  surface  water  may  or 
may  not  be  detrimental  to  health.  However, 
by  far  the  larger  number  of  the  various 
species  of  bacteria  appear  to  be  essential  to 
the  natural  process  of  development  of  both 
plant  and  animal  life  and  are  decidedly 
harmless  to  human  beings.  Only  those 
organisms  capable  of  producing  pathologic 
conditions  in  mankind  are  of  interest  in  rela- 
tion to  health  and  it  is  important  that  these 
harmful  bacteria  be  eliminated  from  a  public 
water  supply.  The  principal  methods  used 
for   the   purpose   are    filtration    and    chlorina- 
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tion,  which  will  be  explained  in  a  later  article. 

The  storage  of  surface  water  in  large 
quantities  permits  of  a  natural  process  of 
purification  and  sedimentation,  putting  the 
water  in  a  condition  which  enables  it  to  be 
filtered  more  rapidly  and  with  the  use  of  a 
much  smaller  quantity  of  coagulant  (alumi- 
num sulphate).  Part  of  the  natural  process 
of  purification  consists  of  the  fact  that  the 
various  organisms  found  in  water  subsist  one 
on  the  other.  To  illustrate;  among  the 
organisms  natural  to  most  fresh  water  will  be 
found  bacteria,  algae  and  higher  plant  life, 
protozoa,  rotifers,  crawfish,  insects,  frogs 
and  fishes.  Bacteria  and  algae  are  the 
natural  food  for  the  protozoa,  rotifers,  insects, 
frogs  and  fishes.  Protozoa,  rotifers  and  in- 
sects are  food  for  frogs  and  fishes. 

The  varieties  of  fish  which  seem  to  be 
most  useful  in  keeping  in  check  the  undesir- 
able increase  of  smaller  organisms  are  the 
black  bass  and  sunfish.  The  young  of  these 
fish  live  on  practically  all  of  the  very  small 
water  organisms,  selecting  larger  organisms 
for  food  as  they  increase  in  size.  The  adult 
fish   selects   its   food   from   among  the  larger 


water  animal  life — namely  smaller  fish, 
frogs,  toads,  snails,  water  worms,  shrimps, 
crawfish,  etc. 

The  black  bass  builds  its  nest  in  shallow 
water  where  there  is  very  little  current  and 
a  gravel  or  sand  bottom.  The  nest  is  pre- 
pared by  the  male  fish,  who  uses  his  snout, 
fins  and  tail  to  shape  up  and  clean  a  saucer- 
shaped  spot  about  two  feet  in  diameter 
where  the  female,  after  the  nest  is  completed, 
deposits  the  eggs,  which  are  very  small  and 
adhesive.  A  fish  lays  from  40,000  to 
50,000  eggs  at  a  time.  After  the  eggs  are 
deposited  the  female  fish  is  driven  away  by 
the  male  and  he  alone  continues  to  guard 
the  nest,  fanning  sediment  from  the  eggs  and 
driving  away  all  intruders  until  the  spawn 
is  hatched  and  the  young  fish  are  1  J/j  inches 
long,  when  they  are  left  to  care  for  them- 
selves. 

The  importance  of  maintaining  a  sufficient 
number  of  the  proper  variety  of  fish  in  a 
water  supply  cannot  be  over  estimated.  It 
is  for  this  reason  that  the  East  Bay  Water 
Company  does  not  permit  fishing  in  waters 
controlled  by  it. 

(To    be    continued) 
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QUESTIONS    ASKED    BY 
CHAS.  G.  REED 

Do  You  Remember 


What  lady  was  Oakland's  "Sweetest  Singer"  in 
early  days? 

When  Frank  Bret  Harte  resided  in  Oakland,  and 
where  ? 

The  Oakland  Brass  Band,  led  by  Amos  Hersey? 

Oakland's  first  Public  School  building  and  Miss 
Hannah  Jayne,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Franklin  Warner, 
Ralza  A.  Morse,  J.  Goble,  and  Henry  Hillebrand, 
who  were  teachers  ? 

The  second  Public  School  building? 

Where  is  the  first  one  now  located  and  what  be- 
came of  the  second  one? 

Where  Lee's  Garden   (floral)   was  located? 

The  Durant  Rhetorical  Society? 

The  Lincoln  Lyceum? 

The  building  known  as  The  Mayor's  Mansion? 

The  first  Masonic  Hall? 

The  dugout  where  Wm.  Maiben  lived  (known  as 
Old  Gopher)  ? 

The  first  location  of  Hardy's  Book  Store? 

Bacon   &  Hardy's  Express? 

The  first  Agricultural  Fair? 

The  First  Cemetery? 

What   street  was   nicknamed  "Sailors  Lane"? 

Where  the  Negro  Camp-meetings  were  held? 

Who  drove   the  first  hack  in  Oakland? 

Who  drove   the   first  omnibus? 

What  and  where  was  "Gibbons'  Folly"? 

Where  was  the  first  Race  Track? 

The  fresh  water   spring  at  Adams'  Point? 

The  fresh  water  spring  at  Telegraph  and  Williams 
street? 

The  fresh  water  spring  at  Adeline  and  22nd 
streets? 

Gordon's   Toy  and  Ice  Cream  Store? 

First  office  of  the  Oakland  Daily  News,  Wm.  Gagan, 
Prop.? 

The  office  of  The  Torchlight,  Ben  A.  Dewes,  Prop.? 

The  office  of  the  Oakland  Daily  Transcript,  John 
Scott,  Prop.? 

Where  was  the  shell  mound  in  West  Oakland? 

Where  in  Oakland  did  wild  blackberries  abound? 

Where  was  Gibson  &  Potter's  Oyster  Bed? 

The  building  on  Broadway  known  as  "The  Her- 
mitage"? 

Who  kept  The  Burton  Ale  House  at  2nd  and 
Broadway? 

The  Young  Ladies'  Seminary  at  10th  and  Broad- 
way, kept  by  A.  de  Leo  de  Laguna? 

Who  was  The  Belle  of  Goat  Island? 

The  First  Presbyterian  Church  at  6th  and  Harrison 
streets,  and  where  it  is  now  located? 

The  First  Baptist  Church  at  5th  and  Jefferson 
streets,  and  what  became  of  it? 

The  First  Methodist  Church  at  9th  and  Washing- 
ton streets,  and  where  it  is   now  located? 


The    First    Roman    Catholic    Church    on    the    block 

now  occupied  by  St.  Mary's? 
Houghton's  Apiary  on    13th  street  near  Clay? 
The    first    "Chinatown,"    south   side    14th,    between 

Washington  and  Clay? 
The  Fire   Cisterns   at  Broadway  and  2nd,  3rd  and 

4th  streets? 
First  location  of  the  Oakland  Bank  of  Savings  and 

where    the    wooden    building    (Emerson's    Block) 

that  occupied  the  present  site  is  now  located? 
First  location  of  the  Union  Savings  Bank? 
First  Telegraph  Office? 
The  J.  B.  Saxton  School? 
Miss  Doyle's  School? 
The    sign    at    Blaize's    Garden    "Rendez    Vous    de 

Chasse"? 
Who    kept    the    Toll    House    on    the     12th    street 

Bridge? 
The   first  Fire  Engine? 
The    ferry    steamers    Kate    Hays,    Clinton,    Contra 

Costa,   San  Antonio,   Oakland,   The   Chin-du-wan 

and   S.    M.   Whipple,   both   with   caliopes ;    Ferry 

Captains  Bushnell  and  Fouratt? 
The  Eagle  House,  Joe  Dieves,  Prop.  ? 
The  Oakland  House,  A.  D.  Eames,  Prop.? 
The  Planters  Hotel? 
The   City   Hotel   on   2nd   street   between   Broadway 

and    Washington,    kept    by    A.    W.    Barrell    and 

afterward  by  Wm.  Winn,   founder   of   the   N.   S. 

G.  W.? 
Boardman's   Hall   at    12th   and   Broadway? 
Liberty  Hall  on  6th  street  near  West? 
The   only   houses   west   of   Center   street,    occupied 

by  Rodman   Gibbons,   J.   J.   Foley,   Dr.   Geo.    M. 

Yard,   L.   B.  Tapley  and  H.   Graffleman? 
Rogel's   Garden,  also   known  as  Hotel  de  Itch? 
Knowlting's  Garden? 
The   Spanish   Fandango    houses    on    5th   street    and 

what  happened  to  them  (they  are  still  standing)  ? 
Brown's  Hall,  where  the  Stocker  &  Holland  Build- 
ing now  stands? 
The   Polling  Place   in    1864,   where   the   entire   city 

voted? 
Jim  Du  Bois'  Bowling  Alley? 
Bill  Hoskins    (City  Marshal)? 
Billy  Fireball   (hod  carrier)  ? 
Nick  Knowlton   (saloon  man)  ? 
Dirty  Shirt   McLean? 

Billy  the  Barber   (was  Billy  a  man  or  woman)  ? 
Frank  the  Barber? 
Old  Foley,  with  his  white  hat? 
Patch  Eye  White? 
Wm.  Ashby   (paper  carrier,  who  served  the  whole 

city)  ? 
Sam  Clark  (real  estate  man)  ? 
Andy  Newland? 
Hogan  and  his  wheelbarrow? 
Kate  Callaghan   (usually  drunk)  ? 
Uriah  Hemphill   (bakery  man)  ? 
Ed.  Gallagher   (Postmaster    1856)? 
Sab.  Harris   (fiddler  for  dancing  parties)  ? 
The  Pavilion  (where  the  Court  House  stands)  ? 
Madam  St.   Germain's   Store? 
The  Mariposa  Store? 
Kelsey  &  White's  Nursery? 
The    big    Skating    Rink,    in    the    block    where    the 

Bacon  Building  stands? 
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"GUARDING  YOUR  HEALTH" 

H.  REINHARDT,  Assistant  Engineer 

(Continued  from  Vol.  I,  No.  2) 


OL  ITE  often  people  are  heard  to  make 
the  remark  that  the  Water  Company 
puts  something  into  the  water,  thereby 
giving  it  a  bad  taste  or  odor.  You  hear  it 
said  that  if  "blue  stone"  is  put  into  the  water 
it  will  harm  human  beings,  or  they  say  that 
if  alum  is  put  into  the  water  it  will  appear 
in  some  form  of  unpleasant  taste.  Think  of 
putting  chloride  of  lime  or  liquid  chlorine 
into  the  water  you  drink !  Nearly  all  of 
these  substances  could  be  taken  in  quantities 
large  enough  to  be  injurious !  and  especially 
chlorine — the  chlorine  we  know  the  Huns 
used  during  those  early  days  of  the  war,  when 
they  turned  it  against  the  Allies  contrary  to 
what  was  known  as  the  "Rules  of  Land 
Warfare." 

How,  then,  can  we  be  reconciled  to  the 
use  of  these  substances,  and  hew  can  they 
be  utilized  in  a  way  not  harmful  to  human 
beings,  and  how  is  it  that  they  are  not  in- 
jurious to  human  life  when  used  intelligently? 

Let  us  look  into  the  facts  of  the  case.  Of 
course,  the  Water  Company  puts  blue  stone 
into  the  water,  but  the  quantities  are  so 
minute  compared  to  the  volume  of  water 
treated,  that  no  ill  effects  are  evident  or  even 
possible  and  no  harm  results  other  than  to 
the  particular  organism  concerned,  namely, 
one  or  a  number  of  a  very  large  family  known 
as  algae. 

Then  take  the  matter  of  alum,  and  alum 
as  a  flavor  to  drinking  water  would  be  most 
undesirable.  The  truth  right  in  a  nutshell 
is  that  alum  never  gets  into  the  water  in  the 
form  you  imagine.  It  is  reduced  from  the 
crystal  form  to  a  very  concentrated  solution, 
and  is  then  allowed  to  enter  the  water,  where 
it  again  becomes  a  solid.  It  is  this  solid 
form  of  transposed  alum  that  is  so  valuable 
m  the  clearing  of  colored  and  turbid  water. 
It  hangs  together  in  cloudy  masses,  and  being 
heavier  than  water,  it  slowly  settles  to  the 
bottom  of  the  basins  where  it  is  introduced, 
carrying  with  it  large  quantities  of  foreign 
matter.  It  forms  a  mat  on  the  filter  bed  of 
sand  and  excludes  even  the  most  minute 
forms  of  bacteria  from  passing  through. 
Sand  alone,  in  the  type  of  filter  now  used, 
would  be  of  little  value  without  this   aid  to 


successful  filtration.  And  bear  in  mind,  the 
alum  itself  does  not  get  into  the  water ;  rather 
it  is  the  insoluble  precipitate  that  is  formed 
when  the  solution  of  alum  comes  into  con- 
tact with  the  water. 

The  question  might  arise  then,  why  isn't 
it  possible  to  apply  alum  to  the  water  in  the 
home  when  for  some  reason  or  other  the 
water  becomes  discolored?  It  could  be  done, 
but  how  many  householders  would  want  to 
be  bothered  with  a  whole  lot  of  water  stand- 
ing around  while  it  slowly  settles  out  clear 
enough  to  use?  If  more  people  would  try 
the  experiment  there  would  be  less  complaint 
about  dirty  water,  for  they  would  realize 
that  even  in  plants  that  are  watched  every 
hour  of  the  day  and  night,  something  might 
happen  to  cause  the  water  to  become  roiled 
for  a  short  time,  and  that  even  constant  effort 
will  not  always  bring  perfect  results. 

It  would  not  be  out  of  place  here  to  say 
something  about  "House  Filters."  House- 
holders often  become  truly  alarmed  when 
discolored  and  perhaps  bad  smelling  water 
appears  in  their  taps  and  they  begin  to  look 
about  for  some  means  to  correct  this  condi- 
tion. They  know,  of  course,  that  the  con- 
dition is  temporary  and  that  the  Water  Com- 
pany usually  has  the  water  cleared  up  quickly, 
but  there  is  always  that  desire  to  have  a  filter 
to  use  in  an  emergency.  House  filters  are 
very  simple  to  any  one  who  deals  with  these 
problems  every  day,  but  the  average  layman 
sees  only  an  attractive  nickel  plated  affair 
with  some  sort  of  hidden  mystery  inside,  that 
is  guaranteed  to  forever  banish  his  trouble 
with  dirty  water.  Just  operate  the  affair  for 
a  while  and  the  trouble  begins.  The  filter 
becomes  clogged,  as  all  good  filters  do,  and 
you  are  at  a  loss  to  know  what  should  be 
done.  Then  it  is  that  you  decide  it  is  a 
nuisance  and  throw  it  away.  To  those  who 
feel  the  necessity  of  a  filter  in  the  home  in 
this  district,  let  it  be  said  that  when  the  water 
gets  dirty,  if  it  ever  does,  strain  it  through 
gauze,  and  make  the  gauze  strainer  thick 
enough  to  exclude  most  of  the  dirt. 

It  will  be  seen  that  some  substances  are 
used  to  make  the  water  clear  and  remove 
suspended  matter,  and  others  to  remove  veg- 
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etable  growths  such  as  algae.  Still  another 
is  used  to  sterilize  water  or  remove  from  it 
all  microscopic  forms  that  are  disease  car- 
riers or  may  produce  disease. 

Chlorine  was  first  used  years  ago  in  the 
form  of  so-called  "Chloride  of  lime"  and  it 
was  soon  recognized  that  the  treatment  was 
of  inestimable  value  to  the  public.  How- 
ever, owing  to  the  difficulty  of  handling  and 
applying,  it  soon  became  evident  that  a 
more  convenient  form  of  substance  must  be 
produced.  Thus  it  was  that  liquid  chlorine 
came  into  use,  and  since  its  introduction  has 
become  the  most  satisfactory  and  cheap 
method  of  sterilization.  The  quantity  in- 
troduced into  the  water  is  accurately  meas- 
ured and  weighed,  and  the  possibility  of  a 
human  being  ever  detecting  it,  is  almost  neg- 
ligible. 

The  introduction  of  chlorine  into  water 
in  the  home  or  on  a  camping  trip  is  a  much 
simpler  matter  than  filtering.  A  very  simple 
formula  has  been  recommended  that  will 
make  almost  any  drinking  water  safe,  with- 
out going  to  the  trouble  of  boiling  it.  It  is 
as  follows:  "Dissolve  in  a  pint  of  water  half 
a  teaspoonful  of  chloride  of  lime  by  first 
rubbing  the  powder  with  a  little  water  to  a 
cream-like  mass,  and  then  adding  more  water 
to  make  up  one  pint.  Of  this  solution,  one 
teaspoonful  will  sterilize  ten  gallons  of  water, 
or  thirty-six  drops  one  gallon,  which  will 
render  any  drinking  water  pure  and  whole- 
some. For  one  quart,  add  nine  drops  of  the 
solution,  which  should  be  prepared  fresh 
every  day." 

Nothing  is  more  vital  to  the  health  and 
well-being  of  a  community  than  a  pure  and 
wholesome  water,  and  it  is  within  our  power 
to  always  have  such  water,  for  all  supplies 
are  effectually  guarded  by  the  State  and  the 
companies  supplying  the  public. 

The  use  of  chlorine  in  such  minute  quan- 
tities as  is  generally  the  case,  has  been  a  very 
simple  solution  of  the  sanitary  problems  of 
many  cities  and  when  its  true  value  became 
known  its  use  spread  to  all  parts  of  the 
country  in  a  very  short  time. 

(To    be    continued) 


THREE  BILLION   MEALS   EATEN 

BY  U.  S.  SOLDIERS 

DURING  WAR 

The  War  Department  authorizes  the  fol- 
lowing from  the  office  of  the  Director  of 
Purchase  and  Storage: 

Food  stores  for  the  Army  on  hand  in  the 
United  States,  its  possessions,  France,  and  in 
transit  to  France  on  January  1,  1919,  were 
valued  at  $300,000,000.  At  the  time  of 
the  signing  of  the  armistice  approximately 
1  0,000,000  pounds  of  food  were  being  con- 
sumed by  our  troops  in  France  each  day,  and 
there  were  on  hand  in  France  at  that  time 
1,000,000,000  pounds  of  food  in  reserve. 
All  this  food  has  been  transported  on  an 
average  of  5,000  miles. 

It  is  estimated  by  the  Subsistence  Division 
that  3,000,000,000  meals  were  served  to 
the  Army  during  the  1  9  months  of  warfare 
with  Germany. — The  Official  U.  S.  Bulletin. 


STRONG  TREATMENT 

A  friend  of  mine  was  taken  sick, 
Whose  name  was  Jacob  Strouse, 

The  doctor  said  to  feed  him 
The  strongest  in  the  house. 

I  went  and  bought  a  pound  of  cheese, 
Limburger  was  its  name, 

And  then  I  fed  poor  Jacob  up 
Until  the  doctor  came. 

Next  morning  when  the  doctor  came, 
He  opened  wide  the  door, 

He  gave  his  snort,  his  legs  flew  out, 
He  fell  upon  the  floor. 

When  I  asked  him  how  poor  Jacob  was, 
"I'm  too  late"  he  said, 
"For  nothing  now  can  save  that  man — 

"How  Long  Has  He  Been  DeadP' 


ADVERTISING 

Why  go  across  the  street  to  be 

robbed — come  here — 

Old  Gold  bought  and  sold — No 

questions  asked. 


A  tailor  in  Buffalo   advertises: 
"Trousers   99c   a   leg. 
Two  legs  $1.98" 
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WATER,  THE  PUREST  AND  BEST 
THING  GOD  CREATED 

YOU  have  seen  it  glistening  in  tiny  tear 
drops  on  the  sleeping  lids  of  in- 
fancy. 

You  have  seen  it  trickle  down  the  blush- 
ing dimples  of  youth  and  go  in  rushing  tor- 
rents down  the  wrinkled  cheeks  of  age. 

You  have  seen  it  in  sparkling  dewdrops 
on  the  blades  of  grass  and  leaves  of  trees, 
flashing  like  polished  diamonds  when  the 
morning  sun  burst  in  resplendent  glory  o'er 
the  Eastern  hills. 

You  have  seen  it  tumble  down  the 
mountain  sides  in  cascades  fleecy  as  a  bridal 
veil,  with  the  music  of  liquid  silver,  filling  the 
vast  forests  with  symphonies  sweet  and  dim. 

You  have  seen  it  in  the  flowing  river, 
rippling  over  pebbly  bottoms,  purling  about 
jutting   stones,   roaring   over  precipitous   falls 


in  its  mad  rush  to  mingle  with  the  great 
Father  of  Waters,  and  in  the  Father  of 
Waters  you  have  seen  it  flow  in  slow  and 
majestic  sweep  to  join  the  ocean. 

And  you  have  seen  it  in  the  mighty  ocean 
on  whose  broad  bosom  float  the  battle  fleets 
of  all  nations  and  the  commerce  of  the  world. 

Water — the  best,  purest,  and  now,  the 
only  beverage  for  this  great  country. 

DIAMONDS 

The  flash  of  fire — the  play  of  myriad 
lights  in  the  well-cut  diamond,  give  to  this 
stone  its  dazzling  and  eternal  fascination. 

The  yellow  streak — sometimes  not  dis- 
cernible to  the  naked  eye  develops  and  value 
recedes.  A  flaw  in  polishing,  a  chip  in  cut- 
ting or  poor  setting  has  a  tremendous  bearing 
upon  the  real  worth. 

We  are  all  diamonds  of  greater  or  lesser 
value. 

Have  you  the  yellow  streak? — try  and 
overcome  it. 

Have  you  a  flaw  in  your  make-up?  Hide 
it  by  re-setting. 

You  are  the  manufacturer  of  your  own 
future — so  see  that  you  radiate  fire — the 
play  of  soft  lights — the  eternal   fascination. 


GET  YOUR  SHARE! 

Get  your  share  of  the  good  things  of  life, 
your  pleasures — your  work. 

Play  the  game  straight  and  you  will  surely 
get  your  share. 

The  Golden  Rule  is  the  seed  to  be  planted 
and  brings  an  unfailing  crop. 

Your  crop  may  suffer  from  frost  or 
drought  or  pests  or  weeds.  It  may  receive 
too  much  sun  or  heat  or  have  to  overcome 
stumbling  blocks,  but  cultivation  will  keep 
down  the  weeds  of  discontent.  Use  eternal 
viligance. 

The  person  most  to  be  pitied  is  the  one 
who  has  made  up  his  mind  that  luck  is  against 
him.  Self  Pity  is  a  most  despicable  enemy 
and  will  surely  blight  your  crop.  Unhappy, 
indeed,  is  he  who  "Lays  Down"  because 
"his  share"  is  not  presented  to  him  on  a 
platter. 

A  morbid,  jealous  nature  is  the  only  one 
which  will  resort  to  Self  Pity.  Go  after  the 
good  things  with  a  shining  countenance.  Dc 
your  full  duty  to  your  home,  your  employer 
arid  to  "the  other  fellow"  and  you  will  get 
your  share. 
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AVIATOR  BROWNELL 

MR.   Ed.    BROWNELL,   who  left  the  ser- 
vice of  this  Company  on  August   15, 
1917,  to  join  the  Aviation  Corps,  has 
returned   from   overseas.      For   a   number   of 
years   Ed   was   assigned   to   the    Rose   Street 
Pump  Station. 

The  popular  little  aviator  experienced 
many  thrills  while  over  there.  After  qualify- 
ing at  San  Diego,  Kelly  Field,  Texas,  and 
Mineola,  Long  Island,  his  squadron  was  put 
aboard  the  big  troop  ship  Tuscania  with 
several  thousand  officers  and  enlisted  men  of 
other  branches  of  the  service.  All  are 
familiar  with  the  story  of  the  torpedoing  of 
the  Tuscania  off  the  coast  of  Scotland  and 
in  other  issues  of  Bubbles  letters  have  been 
printed  from  Miss  Shank  who  mothered 
several  of  the  boys  including  Ed,  when  they 
landed  on  the  shores  of  the  Isle  of  Islay  at 
the  little  town  of  Port  Ellen. 

After  leaving  Port  Ellen,  Ed's  squadron 
was  transferred  to  England  where  they  were 
kept  in  quarantine  for  two  weeks.  Ed  says 
that  up  to  that  time  he  thought  the  first 
month's  service  had  been  the  hardest  of  all, 
BUT  he  soon  changed  his  mind.  All  they 
had  to  eat  in  quarantine  was  bread  and 
cheese  and  they  nearly  starved.  He  says 
the  Lord  only  knows  why  they  were  so 
treated. 

Upon  being  released  from  quarantine,  his 
squadron  was  broken  up  into  units  and  taken 
into  different  parts  of  Great  Britain  for 
practice.  They  were  attached  to  the  British 
Air  Service.  Practice  flying  was  kept  up 
for  two  or  three  months,  when  the  units  were 
again  assembled  and  all  moved  to  France. 
Ed  did  considerable  flying  over  France  and 
one  day  a  British  Lieutenant  who  had  been 
ordered  to  fly  to  England  on  a  business  trip, 
and  who,  by  the  way,  took  quite  a  liking  to 
Ed,  asked  Ed  if  he  would  like  to  accompany 
him.  Ed  expressed  a  desire  to  go  and  per- 
mission was  then  obtained  from  the  com- 
manding officer  of  the  air  squadron  and  away 
they  flew. 

After  crossing  the  English  Channel, 
something  seemed  to  go  wrong  with  the  plane 
and  it  commenced  to  fall.  Ed  says  the  next 
thing  he  knew,  he  woke  up  in  a  hospital  badly 
bruised  and  had  to  remain  there  for  over 
three  months.      The   British   Lieutenant  was 


killed.      The  picture  on  this  page  shows  the 
wrecked  plane. 


When  Ed  was  discharged  from  the  hospital 
he  was  again  ordered  to  France  where  he 
had  to  do  considerable  flying.  He  also 
served  as  dispatch  rider. 

Just  before  the  armistice  was  signed,  his 
squadron  with  many  others  which  totaled 
thousands  of  aeroplanes,  were  assembled 
before  Metz.  Their  mission  was  simply  to 
blow  Metz  off  the  earth  from  the  air.  It  is 
estimated  that  the  taking  of  Metz  would 
mean  the  sacrifice  of  over  50,000  lives.  It 
is  a  blessed  good  thing  that  the  armistice  was 
signed  before  this  terrible  loss  of  life  was  an 
accomplished  fact. 

The  signing  of  the  armistice  resulted  in 
Ed's  being  transferred  to  a  small  town  in 
France  where  he  had  charge  of  a  pumping 
plant  operating  a  water  service  for  the 
military. 

Ed  is  glad  to  be  home  again  but  says  he 
wouldn't  give  a  good  deal  for  his  many  and 
varied  experiences.  He  has  again  entered  the 
service  of  this  company  and  is  assigned  to 
one  of  the  pump  shifts  at  the  Rose  Street 
plant. 


FUNNY  SAYINGS  OF 
CONSUMERS 

I  am  going  away  for  some  time  and  wish 
the  water  meter  to  be  taken  out  of  my  name. 

I  will  not  have  the  meter  in  my  name 
while  I  am  away  as  I  am  not  coming  back. 

The  meter  is  leaking.  Please  send  a 
NUT  at  once. 
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"BUBBLES" 
FROM   OUR   CORRESPONDENTS 

OAKLAND,  BERKELEY,  ALAMEDA,  RICHMOND 
CORPORATION  YARD 


J.    P.    FlEBERLING 

Correspondent 


OAKLAND  DIVISION 

General  Offices.  —  Miss  Grace 
Blake  of  the  stenographic  and  files 
division  is  again  pecking  at  the  type- 
writer after  spending  two  weeks  "hob-nob- 
bing" with  the  elite  at  Lake  Tahoe. 

M.  Westover  has  also  just  returned  from 
Tahoe.     Is  this  merely 
a  coincidence,  West? 

Paul  Daniels  after 
Buicking  in  the  Santa 
Cruz  Mountains  re- 
turns to  work  with  the 
title  of  "Grandpa." 

Fred  J.  Klaus  has 
returned  to  work  some- 
what "browned"  and 
ready  for  another  year 
of  grind. 

Mr.    John     Rastus 
Hunter    (P.   A.)    had 
a  vacation,   but  funny 
thing    about    John    R. 

— He  did  not  acquire  a  coat  of  tan,  but  he 
says  he  "feeshed  and  feeshed."  Now  tell 
us  how  a  man  can  fish  for  fish  for  two  weeks 
and  not  get  tanned? 

Mr.  Walter  Curtin  spent  two  weeks  at 
Redwood  Inn  (for  Christian  people  only) — - 
this  is  a  sad  tale,  mates.  Think  of  spending 
two  perfectly  good  weeks  on  a  vacation 
without  speaking  to  a  woman.  Seems  almost 
unbelievable  but  it  is  a  fact. 

Messrs.  Klaus  and  Curtin  have  had  several 
arguments  the  past  week.  They  both  lay 
claim  to  the  title  "Adonis."  No  use  of  any 
further  controversy — Mr.  Blote  says  he  is  the 
"handsomest  man." 

Miss    Mabel    MacGregor 
six  weeks  in  the  stenographic 
the  vacation  period. 

Miss    Frances    Matthews 
visitor  to  our  office  from  Taft. 
Frances  to  stay  with  us  but 
one   guess   why   a   girl    would 
Taft  than  in  Oakland. 


is  with 
division 


us    for 
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We  expected 

you  may  have 

rather   live    in 


Miss  Helen  Armstrong,  the  affable 
Assistant  Editor  of  BUBBLES,  is  spending 
her  vacation  in  the  Southland.  It  is  ru- 
mored that  our  Fair  Helen  has  essayed  a 
turn  or  two  in  the  "movies"  and  that  she  has 
sent  a  reel  of  her  most  spectacular  aquatic 
production  to  the  Engineering  Department 
for  technical  analysis  and  approval.  Veri- 
fication of  this  report  cannot  be  had,  as  the 
"boys"  are  all  mum. 

Our  Child (e)  Harold  is  attending  U.  C. 
and  taking  the  course  in  Economics. 

Engineers  Reinhardt  and  Magerstadt  are 
Yosemiting  in  the  Buick  for  two  weeks. 
They  are  hunting  DEER. 

Mrs.  Gibson  is  enjoying  life  on  a  ranch 
in  Nevada.  Watch  out  Mrs.  Gee— cowboys 
are  susceptible. 

Mr.  Till  has  been  humping  along  on  six 
cylinders  while  Miss  Brodie  enjoyed  her 
vacation. 

Oakland  Business  Office. — There 
has  been  quite  a  change  in  the  Oakland  Office 
lately.  Andy  Gifford  has  been  transferred 
from  the  Collection  Department  to  the 
Managership  of  the  Berkeley  Office.  Max 
Carash  has  been  advanced  from  the  Billing 
Department  to  the  place  made  vacant  by  the 
transfer  of  Andy  Gifford  and  Johnny  Larson 
has  gone  ahead  to  fill  the  shoes  of  Carash. 
Tevis  Crafts  takes  the  place  left  by  Larson 
and  Ralph  Boyd  has  been  promoted  from 
Night  Clerk  to  daylight  work.  It  is  pleas- 
ing to  note  that  all  these  boys  are  old  hands 
at  the  water  business  and  that  the  Company 
has  seen  fit  to  advance  them  along  the  line 
and  thus  materially  increase  their  responsi- 
bility and  likewise  their  salary. 

We  are  sorry  to  report  that  Miss  Florence 
Fisher  is  leaving  us.  Her  folks  have  moved 
to  Fresno  and  she  feels  it  her  duty  to  go  with 
them  to  the  Raisin  town.  Miss  Farrell  does 
not  like  to  see  her  chum  leave  and  says  that 
if  Florence  does  not  like  it  in  the-  interior  or 
if  the  climate  gets  too  hot,  that  she  can  come 
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back  to  "My  City  Oakland"  and  find  a 
place  waiting  for  her  at  the  Farrell  home. 

Miss  Mary  Hewitt,  a  recent  arrival  from 
Los  Angeles  has  been  assigned  to  fill  Miss 
Fisher's  place,  and  it  appears  that  she  is  the 
right  girl  in  the  right  place. 

Mrs.  Johnson  has  been  employed  to  take 
Miss  Holtkamp's  position  as  stenographer 
and  we  hope  that  she  will  like  our  big  family 
and  we  know  that  she  will  properly  perform 
the  duties  assigned  her. 

Miss  Pollard  recently  returned  from  her 
vacation.  She  spent  her  time  among  the 
pines  of  the  high  Sierras  and  from  the  pictures 
which  she  has  shown  us  we  know  that  she 
had  a  wonderful  time. 

Elsie  LeVanche  Knowles  has  been  ap- 
pointed as  assistant  to  Miss  Pollard  in  place 
of  Miss  Clark  who  resigned.  Mrs.  Knowles 
jumped  into  the  harness  in  good  style  and  has 
settled  down  to  the  pace  of  an  old  timer. 

It  finally  happened.  Miss  Helen  McGrath 
did  it  and  hereafter  she  will  be  known  as 
Mrs.  Jansen.  A  great  many  of  us  attended 
the  ceremony  at  the  church  and  know  that  as 
Helen  walked  the  aisle,  in  all  her  splendor, 
each  and  every  one  of  us  there,  uttered  a 
silent  wish  that  her  future  life  would  be 
crowned  with  happiness.  We  do  not  want 
her  to  forget  us  and  hope  that  occasionally 
we  shall  have  the  pleasure  of  hearing  from 
her. 


Miss  Lucille  Holtkamp  has  also  left  our 
employ  and  accepted  a  position  in  the  oil 
fields  at  Taft.  Lucille  decided  she  wanted 
a  change  of  environment  and  thought  this 
was  a  good  time  to  make  the  move  and 
accepted  the  opportunity  presented. 

Mrs.  Mabel  D.  Smith  of  the  Billing  De- 
partment has  been  transferred  to  Miss 
McGrath's  place,  and  has  proved  to  be  an 
excellent  Receiver. 

Miss  Josephine  Larson,  a  sister  of  John, 
has  been  employed  in  the  Collection  De- 
partment. We  are  glad  to  welcome  her 
amongst  us  and  hope  she  will  find  her  work 
interesting. 

Miss  Estelle  Lawrence  has  been  loaned 
to  Alameda  for  a  few  weeks,  to  fill  in  during 
the  vacation  period. 

Miss  Eileen  Haagerson  recently  had  an 
operation  performed  on  her  throat  and  was 
somewhat  indisposed  for  a  few  weeks.  We 
are  glad  to  report  she  has  fully  recovered 
and  is  back  in  her  position. 

Miss  Caroline  Hewitt  is  a  new  addition 
to  our  Extension  Department  force.  She  is 
a  sister  of  Mary  Hewitt  and  is  filling  the 
place  left  vacant  by  the  transfer  of  Mrs. 
Smith. 

Miss  Christensen  and  Miss  Higgins  have 
returned  from  their  vacations.  They  both 
had  a  good  rest  and  are  ready  for  another 
year's  toil. 


A  PEEP  OVER  THE  TRANSOM  WHEN  THE  GIRLS  PRESENTED 
HELEN    JANSEN     (nee    MCGRATH)    WITH    A    HOPE    CHEST 
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The  "gang"  has  had  several  sessions 
lately  and  as  usual  Abe  Solomon  is  the 
goat.  Abe  claims  to  have  lost  about  sixty- 
seven  coppers  in  the  last  couple  of  months 
and  feels  it  keenly. 

Miss  McClary  filled  in  at  the  comptometer 
during  the  absence  of  Miss  Higgins  and  did 
very  creditable  work. 

"Bob"  Murdock  is  away  on  her  vacation 
and  Miss  Gede  is  handling  the  mail  during 
her  absence. 

Ambrose  Merrill  Drinkwater  spent  his  two 
weeks  leave  at  Lake  Tahoe.  This  is  a 
favorite  spot  of  "Drinky's"  and  he  usually 
makes  it  his  Mecca  during  the  vacation 
period. 

We  (the  gang)  were  out  to  Frank 
Pretti's  home  a  few  evenings  ago  and  met 
with  a  royal  reception.  Frank,  as  a  host, 
cannot  be  excelled.  The  "spirits"  of  hospi- 
tality were  released  and  the  cobwebs  brushed 
therefrom.  Abe  Solomon  swore  it  was  a 
dream  and  really  had  to  pinch  himself  to  be 
convinced  that  a  real  "thirst  quencher"  was 
within  his  grasp.  Diamonds  are  valuable 
but  Frank's  hospitality  runs  around  1 000. 
As  time  goes  on  we  will  always  have  most 
pleasant  memories  of  our  sessions  at  Frank's. 

Sluicings  From  San  Pablo  Dam. — 

On  July  9th  excavation  of  the  Outlet  Tunnel 
was  completed,  the  bore  is  now  being 
concreted. 

Mr.  John  R.  Freeman,  Consulting  Engi- 
neer, spent  several  days  with  us  last  month. 

Mr.  Porter,  of  New  York,  has  joined 
the  Filter  Plant  organization.  He  is  an 
expert  on  Water  Purification  methods.  He 
recently  returned  from  Overseas  where  he 
was  connected  with  the  Military  Sanitary 
Corps. 

The  progress  being  made  at  the  Filter 
Plant  is  marvelous.  Superintendent  Taylor 
has  had  his  entire  organization  vaccinated 
with  a  germ  of  his  own  energy.  Excavation 
of  the  Coagulation  Basin  is  completed;  con- 
crete is  being  poured  into  the  forms;  the 
pipes  are  laid  and  by  the  time  the  next  issue 
of  Bubbles  goes  to  press  the  Coagulation 
Basin  will  be  nearly  finished. 

The  family  of  D.  W.  Albert  spent  the 
summer  with  him  at  the  Dam. 


Mr.  "Bubbles"  Green,  our  smiling 
material  clerk,  has  been  temporarily  trans- 
ferred to  the  Filter  Plant. 

Mr.  Owen,  of  the  Chemistry  department 
of  the  Oakland  schools,  has  been  doing  some 
experimental  work  at  the  Dam  for  several 
months. 

Why  do  not  the  people  of  Oakland  and 
Berkeley  visit  a  project  of  the  magnitude  of 
San  Pablo  Dam-see-it  and  realize  its  vital 
importance  to  them 

Quite  a  stir  of  a  political  nature  has 
recently  been  made  in  the  Alameda  County 
Cities  over  the  appropriation  of  Thirty  Thou- 
sand Dollars  for  the  purpose  of  finding  a 
water  supply. 

The  water  supply  is  HERE  and  we  are 
expending  Thirty  Thousand  Dollars  each 
fortnight  to  develop  an  adequate  water  sup- 
ply and  we  are  doing  it  without  fuss  or 
excitement,  simply  sawing  wood,  and  GET- 
TING the  water  for  them,  that  their  fac- 
tories, shops  and  homes  may  have  an 
abundance  of  water.  They  should  know 
the  energy  that  is  being  expended  for  them 
and  see  the  actual  transition  of  a  canyon 
filled  with  little  farms  and  homes  to  a  lake 
which,  when  completed,  will  hold  over 
thirteen  billion  gallons  of  water.  We  wel- 
come visitors  and  we  are  always  glad  to 
show  them  what  we  are  doing  and  to  tell 
them  why  we  are  doing  it.     Send  them  along. 

Between  the  Dam,  the  control  works,  the 
tunnel,  the  various  units  of  the  Filtration 
Plant,  the  Mercury  Testing  Machine,  the 
Microscopic  Researches  and  the  suspended 
Ballistic  Instrument,  Engineer  Geo.  W. 
Hawley  is  having — his  vacation.  In  plain 
unvarnished  American  slang,  the  slogan  is 
in  actual  operation,  and  is  "Let  George  Do 
It." 

W.  B.  Boggs,  who  served  as  material 
clerk  at  the  great  San  Pablo  Dam  before 
our  country  entered  the  war,  has  returned 
to  Oakland.  He  entered  the  national  army 
via  Camp  Lewis  and  worked  his  way  up  to 
a  second  lieutenancy  in  the  engineering  corps. 

He  was  close  up  to  the  front  line  at  the 
time  the  armistice  was  signed  and  stated  that 
there  would  have  been  big  things  doing  had 
Germany  refused  to  sign. 

Lieutenant  Boggs  is  glad  to  be  home  again 
and  is  planning  to  take  up  duties  in  some 
branch  of  our  service. 
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Marilla  M. 
Williams 

Correspondent 


CORPORATION  YARD 

Our  Superintendent,  L.  L.  Farrell, 
was  painfully  injured  recently  while 
inspecting  his  machine.  The  engine 
backfired  and  the  entire  discharge  of  gas 
fumes  and  smoke  was  thrown  into  his  face. 
The  effect  was  very  painful  to  his  eyes  and 
for  a  whole  day  he 
was  scarcely  able  to 
use  them. 

Ill  luck  still  pursues 
"L.L."  for  when  on 
his  three  day  trip  to 
Lake  County,  some- 
how or  other,  his  safety 
razor  slipped  while  he 
was  stropping  it  and 
lacerated  his  thumb  on 
the  right  hand.  Cast 
away  the  ill  luck, 
"Louie." 

Two  kids  driving  a 
wagon  load  of  water- 
melons somehow  managed  to  invade  the  Yard 
a  few  weeks  ago  and  were  endeavoring  to 
peddle  them  when  Foreman  Ed.  McKinney 
arrived  upon  the  scene  and  immediately 
expelled  them  from  the  premises.  Rumors 
say  a  few  melons  passed  the  censor  un- 
observed. 

Mrs.  Mildred  Clark  recently  enjoyed  a 
two  weeks'  vacation.  One  week  was  spent 
visiting  friends  and  relatives  in  Nevada  and 
the  other  at  home.  Mrs.  Clark  plans  to  leave 
the  employ  of  the  company  very  soon.  She 
will  go  south  to  join  her  husband  in  Taft 
where  she  will  re-enter  the  domestic  life  in 
which  we  wish  her  the  best  of  happiness. 

The  recent  sale  of  several  tons  of  scrap 
material  has  left  Supt.  J.  S.  Stevens  with  a 
broad  smile  and  it  bids  well  to  be  perpetual. 

Not  to  be  outdone  by  anyone  Ye  Corres- 
pondent had  a  vacation  also.  I  had  a  good 
time,  a  good  rest  and  am  glad  to  get  back. 

"Alameda"  Jack  Townsend  is  now  Com- 
mander in  Chief,  Blow-off  crew.  Orlando 
Paladini  is  his  successor  as  Foreman  of  the 
Alameda  Division. 

Pete  Cornachia  received  his  fill  of  the 
shipyard  work  and  is  back  with  us  again. 

Manager  Pretti  of  the  Yardinos  Baseball 
team  states  that  his  players  are  very  anxious 
to   see   action   again   and   would   consider    a 


game  from  the  Waterinos,  providing  the 
offer  is  enticing. 

Roy  Standiford  is  the  "Town  Barber" 
among  the  Yard  employees  and  has  a  con- 
siderable number  of  patrons,  among  the 
most  prominent  being  "Wild  Bill"  Johnson. 
Whenever  Bill  has  his  silvery  locks  trimmed 
it  is  considered  quite  an  event  and  a  large 
number  of  spectators  are  always  present  to 
witness  the  ceremony. 

Ed  McKinney,  the  Yard  Foreman, 
recently  enjoyed  a  two  weeks'  vacation  spent 
in  Lake  County.  Recent  poor  health  made 
the  vacation  a  needful  and  helpful  one. 

J.  Amaral,  faithful  keeper  of  the  garden, 
is  largely  responsible  for  the  neat  and  clean 
appearance  of  the  premises. 

"Soldier  Boy"  J.  Bishop  is  back  with  us 
again  after  a  short  leave  of  absence  to  engage 
in  farming. 

Jack  Zimmerman  has  become  quite  an 
expert  as  a  Tractor  Engineer.  The  little 
tractor  at  the  Yard  has  become  one  of  his 
most  precious  pets. 

Charles  Sutter,  recently  discharged  from 
the  Army,  is  a  new  employee  at  the  Yard  and 
has  proved  to  be  a  very  capable  young  man. 

Old  reliable  J.  Jasper  is  still  the  popular 
custodian  of  the  oil  and  gas  supply. 

Harry  Agnew,  Night  Garageman,  is 
keeping  the  machines  in  fine  shape,  as  to 
their  appearances. 

John  Honigsman  and  Ed.  Maleton  com- 
pose the  crew  for  the  3|/2-ton  Fageol  Truck. 
They  seem  to  handle  the  heavy  hauling  very 
well. 

Harry  Meredith,  Night  Watchman,  is  a 
"regular  rounder,"  so  they  say. 

Walter  Anderson,  our  Blacksmith,  re- 
cently suffered  an  attack  of  neuralgia. 

Patrick  Shally,  Patrick  Horan  and  Jack 
Horan  were  nominated  by  their  fellow  fore- 
men, helpers  and  laborers,  as  delegates  to  the 
Irish  Parliament.  The  Yard  will  be  well 
represented  in  Ireland,  we  say.  "Bill" 
Johnson  was  nominated  as  alternate. 

Roy  Waterman  was  away  for  two  weeks 
and  went  on  a  deer  hunt  in  Lake  County. 
Most  of  his  time  was  spent  HUNTING 
and  that  was  about  all. 

Charlie  Brignolia,  Foreman,  has  been  do- 
ing considerable  work  in  Berkeley  installing 
services. 

John  Griffin,  who  served  with  the  United 
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States  forces  in  Siberia,  is  now  employed 
with  us. 

Charlie  Maleton  and  his  crew  composed 
of  "Bob"  Rinero  and  C.  Carlo,  still  main- 
tain their  record  of  gains  each  month. 

Foreman  Al.  Clark  of  the  Auto  Repair 
Shop,  is  a  real  skipper  having  received  his 
official  papers  to  navigate  a  vessel  on  the 
San  Francisco  Bay. 

"Kid"  Hawkshaw  is  the  garage  detective. 
He  manages  to  find  a  loose  nut  or  two. 

Howard  Williams  fills  in  very  nicely  on 
Saturdays  in  the  Garage. 

C.  Shartel  is  another  who  helps  keep  the 
"Lizzies"  going. 

The  Machine  Shop  crew  composed  of 
Foreman  C.  Bell,  Ralph  Whittaker,  "Tub" 
Sparrow  and  R.  Sparrow,  have  all  been  kept 
busy  on  important  work  under  the  direction 
of  L.  J.  Traver,  Chief  Mechanic. 

According  to  the  co-workers  of  B.  E. 
Carroll,  his  little  sky  blue  Chevrolet  holds 
a  certain  fascination  for  two  young  ladies  of 
the  darker  hue  who  manage  every  morning 
to  ride  with  him  to  the  car  line.  The  ques- 
tion is,  what  is  the  fascination? 

William  Berger  was  left  in  charge  by 
George  Hunter  while  the  latter  was  on  his 
vacation  recently. 

Members  of  the  Machine  Shop  crew  and 
Auto  Repair  shop  took  a  hard  earned  four 
days  vacation.     P.  S.  Without  pay. 

Orlando  Paladini  was  a  victim  of  high- 
waymen a  short  while  ago  and  today  he  is 
25c  poorer  than  he  was  before  the  escapade. 
The  kindness  of  the  thugs  left  him  1 0c 
richer  than  he  might  have  been. 

J.  Palmerton  was  found  guilty  for  driving 
a  machine  without  a  muffler  in  Berkeley 
recently.  In  court  he  was  prone  to  fight  the 
charge,  but  a  little  tap  on  the  shins  by  Supt. 
Farrell,  "J.  P."  changed  his  mind  and  he 
shouted  "GUILTY."  Five  Dollars  was 
the  extent  of  the  injury  involved. 

Charlie  Schafer  and  his  son,  George 
Schafer,  have  returned  from  a  vacation  which 
was  spent  on  a  hunt  in  Placer  County. 

C.  Neely,  who  has  had  charge  of  a  gang 
cleaning  up  the  various  properties  of  the 
Company,  is  back  at  the  Yard  again. 

Emil  Esola  is  another  handy  man  and  can 
fill  in  many  places.  He  repairs  meters,  col- 
lects turns  off  and  on  and  what  else. 


Foreman  Jim  Nelson,  of  the  Meter 
Repair  Shop,  has  been  a  busy  man  of  late 
keeping  the  meter  stock  up  to   the  demand. 

J.  Moffitt,  W.  Parker  and  F.  Stagnaro 
are  able  assistants  to  Jim  and  do  their  share 
to  keep  things  moving. 

Foreman  Charlie  Brignolia  is  another  en- 
thusiastic hunter.  Five  days  spent  in  the 
wilds  failed  to  dampen  his  hopes  and  en- 
thusiasm, in  face  of  the  fact  that  his  dream 
of  a  meal  of  choice  venison  never  came  true. 

Night  Garageman  Harry  Agnew  recently 
experienced  an  incident  which  brought  back 
to  him  the  fair  visions  of  Sunny  France  when 
one  of  the  "Henry's"  he  was  driving  began 
to  bark  in  ferocious  tones  and  belched  forth 
fire  and  smoke  as  if  it  were  a  famous  French 
Seventy-five.  The  cannonading  aroused 
people  from  their  slumbers  all  along  the 
route  to  22nd  and  Adeline  street  yards. 
Harry  considered  himself  lucky  that  he 
escaped  with  his  life,  not  from  the  effects  of 
the  behaviour  of  "Henry,"  but  from  the 
many  missiles,  shoes,  bottles,  'neverything 
which  was  hurled  at  him  from  windows, 
roofs,  top  stories,  and  everywhere,  as  he 
passed.  Harry  attributes  his  miraculous 
escape  from  the  impromptu  shower  of  shrapnel 
by  the  use  of  the  hood  as  a  steel  helmet. 
Investigation  disclosed  a  blown  out  muffler. 

Miss  Verda  Williams  is  the  successor  to 
Mrs.  Mildred  Clark  as  clerk  in  the  Yard 
office. 

Chief  Mechanic  Traver  has  constructed 
an  automobile  headlight  testing  and  adjust- 
ing range  whereby  the  lights  on  all  of  the  cars 
will  be  made  to  comply  with  the  new  State 
law. 


"Jack"  Townsend 
In  action  when  an  auto  runs  into  a  hydrant 
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BERKELEY  DIVISION 

DUE  to  the  unexpected  resignation  of  Mr. 
Elliot,  I  found  myself  suddenly  trans- 
ferred to  the  Berkeley  Office.  I  found 
an  excellent  spirit  of  co-operation  prevailing 
and  I  am  sure  that  we  are  going  to  continue 
in  the  same  way.  Mr.  Elliot  resigned  to  go 
into  the  tire  business 
in  San  Francisco.  We 
have  heard  from  him 
on  a  couple  of  oc- 
casions, and  he  reports 
that  business  is  good. 
Good  luck  to  you, 
Dave. 

Miss  Hooper  toured 
Southern  California 
while  on  her  vacation. 
She  reports  having 
had  a  dandy  time, 
but   says    the    salt    air     A.  A.  GlFFORD 

of  the  Bay  Smells  good  Correspondent 

to  her. 

The  lot  across  the  street  from  the  office 
has  been  the  scene  of  a  great  deal  of  activity 
lately.  For  a  week  or  so  after  school  opened 
the  boys  were  busy  with  hoes  and  shovels 
removing  the  weeds  that  had  grown  during 
vacation.  Football  practice  has  now  started 
and  as  I  am  a  great  lover  of  the  "gentle 
game"  the  temptation  to  get  out  and  "boot 
the  pig-skin"  is  very  great.  However,  I 
greatly  fear  that  I  would  not  last  very  long 
at  the  game  now. 

Miss  Norling  is  spending  her  vacation 
with  her  sister  at  Calistoga. 

John  Frick  met  with  a  painful  accident  a 
few  days  ago.  He  was  taking  a  shot  at  old 
man  H.  C.  L.  by  pressing  his  trousers  and 
burned  four  fingers  on  his  right  hand.  When 
he  appeared  at  the  office  the  next  day  with 
his  fingers  all  tied  up  he  looked  as  if  he  had 
entered  the  pugilistic  game.  He  is  all  right 
now  and  is  "hitting  on  all  six"  once  more. 

Mr.  Stoddard  spent  his  vacation  scouting 
over  the  hills  of  Alameda  County  in  his  "Old 
Faithful"  gas  buggy.  He  says  that  he  had 
a  fine  time,  and  that  he  saw  a  lot  of  the 
county  that  he  never  knew  about  before. 

For  a  couple  of  weeks  after  college  opened 
our  Turn-on  department  was  as  busy  as  a 
"one-eyed  man  at  a  three  ring  circus,"  how- 
ever, they  got  by  in  fine  shape  and  things 
have  settled  down  a  bit  now. 


ALAMEDA  DIVISION 

OWING  to  Jack  Townsend,  our  foreman, 
having  taken  over  the  responsibilities  of 
blow  off  man  in  all  divisions,  Joe 
Paladim  is  now  in  charge  of  the  Alameda 
service  truck.  Joe's  ambition  is  to  keep  the 
Alameda  Division  in  as  good  condition  as 
his  former  boss  Jack 
did,  and,  if  willingness 
and  hard  work  will 
accomplish  this  end, 
Joe  will  certainly  at- 
tain this  high  mark  of 
efficiency. 

Miss  Merle  Feidler 
is  now  at  her  home  in 
Livermore  where  she 
is  taking  a  much  need- 
ed rest.  Merle  con- 
templates enjoying  a 
short    visit    among    her    Qeq   a   McKeaN 

intimate    friends,    after         correspondent 

which    a    trip    to    the 

southern  part  of  the  State  will  be  made.  The 
office  force  trust  that  the  change  of  climate 
will  prove  very  beneficial  and  that  Merle  will 
return  to  her  duties  fully  recovered  from  her 
slight  indisposition. 

James  Finch,  our  outside  man,  has  been 
enjoying  the  many  holidays  driving  about  the 
country  in  his  machine.  James  is  a  true  lover 
of  "the  great  outdoors"  and  passed  a  very 
pleasant  vacation  motoring  in  the  Santa  Cruz 
mountains,  pitching  his  little  tent  where  ever 
night  overtook  him  and  enjoying  the  ex- 
periences of  arising  with  the  lark  and  prepar- 
ing his  hot  cakes  and  coffee  to  the  accompani- 
ment of  babbling  brooks  and  whispering 
pines. 

Joe  Palladini  had  quite  a  thrilling  experi- 
ence last  week  while  at  the  club.  It  seems 
that  Joe  together  with  about  thirty-four  of 
his  brother  members,  were  about  to  partake  of 
some  refreshments  when  the  order  for  hands 
up  rang  out.  Joe  did  not  realize  the  im- 
portance of  the  command  until  he  found  him- 
self looking  into  the  business  end  of  a  small 
cannon;  then  he  promptly  obeyed  the  order 
and  with  hands  in  the  air,  lined  up  along  side 
his  more  or  less  agitated  companions.  Joe 
says  that  he  wasn't  scared  but  what's  the  use 
of  fighting  when  you  have  only  thirty-five 
cents  in  your  jeans? 
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RICHMOND  DIVISION 

MISS  Julia  FARNOCCHIA  spent  an  enjoy- 
able two  weeks'  vacation  visiting  her 
sister  who  is  located  at  Reno,  Nevada. 
Most  of  the  time  was  spent  at  Lake  Tahoe. 

Pumpers  R.  C.  Wood  and  Robert  Ken- 
nedy have  just  returned  from  their  vacation 
which  was  spent  in  San 
Ramon  Valley.  Dur- 
ing their  absence  J. 
McGowan  of  the 
*  Oakland  Division 
acted  as  pumper. 

Foreman  E.  Wil- 
son is  making  good 
progress  installing  a 
-v  new  1 2-inch  main  in 
P  the  North  Richmond 
District.  This  main 
is  being  installed  to 
furnish  a  more  ade- 
quate water  supply  to 
our  ever  increasing 
factory  district. 


Charlotte  M. 
Tueck 

Correspondent 


Mr.  R.  C.  Wood,  pumper,  recently  lost 
his  mother.  We  extend  our  sympathy  to 
him  through  this  column. 

A  tract  of  land  in  the  El  Cerrito  District 
has  been  subdivided  into  one  acre  lots  which 
have  been  bought  up  by  local  people  who 
are  building  new  homes  and  going  into  the 
chicken  business.  Foreman  Pleich  and  his 
crew  are  kept  very  busy  laying  extensions  and 
installing  new  services  in  this  district. 

C.  E.  Thatcher  of  the  General  Offices, 
Oakland,  was  a  guest  of  Manager  C.  E. 
Clark  last  Thursday  evening  and  attended 
the  Chamber  of  Commerce  banquet. 

Our  city  was  all  agog  and  much  excited 
when  the  Honorable  Secretary  of  the  Navy, 
Josephus  Daniels,  visited  us  recently.  Naval 
base  sites  and  other  sites  fit  for  everything 
from  docking  a  submarine  to  the  launching 
of  dreadnaughts  were  shown  to  the  Hon- 
orable Mr.  Secretary  who  departed  with  a 
smile  of  appreciation  but  made  no  promises. 

Sure,  I've  had  my  vacation.  Where  did 
I  go  to?  Denver,  Colorado.  Had  a  glori- 
ous time  visiting  with  friends  and  rested  con- 
siderably, but  glad  to  get  back  to  enjoy  this 
wonderful  climate. 


H.  W.  Wyman  of  the  Engineering  De- 
partment, Oakland,  and  Chief  Accountant 
Smith  of  the  General  Offices  paid  us  a  visit 
last  week. 

We  are  all  happy 
and  elated  over  the 
election  of  our  Man- 
ager, C.  E.  Clark,  to 
the  presidency  of  the 
Richmond  Chamber  of 
Commerce.  Mr.  Clark 
is  wearing  a  smile  of 
satisfaction  and,  of 
course,  appreciates  the 
responsibility  of  the 
position.  He  has  ap- 
pointed a  number  of 
good  strong  working 
committees  and  has  in 
mind  the  launching  of 
a  boosting  campaign 
which,  if  properly  car- 
ried on,  should  add 
new  industries  and 
cause  a  healthy  in- 
crease in  Richmond's 
population.  Richmond 
should  feel  proud  in 
having  in  its  midst 
such  an  active  and 
progressive  citizen  as 
Mr.  Clark. 

In  order  to  keep 
pace  with  the  rapidly 
growing  district  in  the 
city  of  Richmond, 
3800  feet  of  new  1  2- 
mch  sheet  steel  main 
was  recently  laid. 
This  is  a  new  line 
extending  into  North  Richmond,  laid  on 
Chelsey  Avenue  from  Kearny  street.  The 
trench  in  which  the  pipe  was  laid  was 
cut  by  an  Austin  trenching  machine,  cut- 
ting the  3800  feet  in  three  days  and  oper- 
ated by  three  men.  Ordinarily  to  dig  a 
trench  of  such  length  would  require  a  gang, 
consisting  of  50  men,  covering  a  week's 
time.  The  width  of  the  trench  is  2 1  inches 
and  the  depth  50  inches.  The  sheet  steel 
pipe  was  made  up  in  30-foot  sections  and 
when  laid  joined  with  lead  joints.  The  cost 
of  this  extension,  including  material  and 
labor,    is   in   the   neighborhood   of   $10,000. 


C.  E.  Clark 


Construction  Force  Laying  New  12-inch  Main,  Richmond. 

'mike"  galia  in  foreground,    "mike"  has  been  in  the  service  of  the 

company  14  years  and  is  rated  as  a  high-class  caulker. 


Get  What  You 
Really  Want! 


THINK  first  how  many 
hours  of  work  each 
purchase  will  cost  you. 

Steady  saving  will  bring 
a  Home,  a  Business,  or 
something  else  worth 

while  within  your  reach. 

Saving  money  is  easy 
with  WAR  SAVINGS 
STAMPS.  They  are 
always  worth  more  than 
you  paid  for  them. 
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A  CHRISTMAS  SCENE 
Looking  across  Lake  Merritt  from  Lakeside  Park,  Oakland,  California 
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GREETINGS 


ik  NOTHER  year  has  gone  by  in  the  history  of  our 
/—\  company.  The  passing  of  such  a  milestone 
-*-  -^- leads  to  reflection.  For  three  years,  the  com- 
pany has  served  the  East  Bay  communities.  It  has  had 
large  obstacles  to  overcome,  difficult  problems  to  solve 
and  important  tasks  to  perform.  The  strain  of  wartime 
conditions  has  been  upon  us.  But  throughout  these 
years,  the  company  has  acquitted  itself  with  credit  and 
commands  respect  in  all  quarters.  The  directors  and 
officers  are  fully  aware  that  the  company's  record,  in 
which  we  all  feel  a  pardonable  pride,  is  due  to  our  loyal 
and  efficient  corps  of  employees.  A  company  is  not 
made  by  its  physical  properties  and  works,  but  by  the 
men  and  women,  who  labor  to  carry  out  its  purposes 
and  objects.  To  all  of  you,  the  directors  and  officers  of 
the  company  express  their  thanks  for  your  good  service, 
and  wish  you  and  yours  a  Merry  Christmas  and  a  Happy 
New  Year. 

W.  E.  CREED, 

President 
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COLLECTING  AND  DISTRIBUTING  A  DOMESTIC 
WATER  SUPPLY 

PAUL  I.  DANIELS,  Superintendent  Water  Supply  -  Sanitation 
PURIFICATION 


(Part  I) 


(Continued  from 

WATER  derived  from  carefully 
guarded  sources  such  as  springs, 
tunnels  and  deep  wells  are  generally 
of  such  quality  as  to  permit  their  use  without 
employing  artificial  methods  of  purification. 

Water  obtained  from  surface  sources 
such  as  rivers,  small  streams  and  lakes,  are 
always  subject  to  more  or  less  pollution,  and 
mechanical  means  should  be  employed  to 
render  such  water  safe  and  palatable. 

There  are  two  reasons  for  treating  sur- 
face waters  by  mechanical  and  chemical  pro- 
cesses. The  first  and  most  important  insofar 
as  the  health  of  the  community  is  concerned, 
is  the  eliminating  of  the  harmful  or  disease 
producing  bacteria.  Second,  the  removal 
of  the  finely  suspended  matter  and  small  veg- 
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etable  life.  The  eliminating  of  these  latter, 
although  they  are  probably  not  detrimental  to 
the  human  system,  is  advisable  if  for  no  other 
reason  than  the  improving  of  the  appearance 
and  taste  of  the  water. 

As  stated  in  a  preceding  article,  much  of 
the  suspended  matter  which  is  carried  into  the 
lake  by  streams  gradually  settles  to  the  bottom 
and  some  of  the  bacteria  is  devoured  by  small 
animal  life  or  destroyed  by  natural  processes. 
The  balance  of  objectionable  matter  is  dis- 
posed of  by  filtration  and  chemical  steriliza- 
tion. 

Of  the  various  methods  of  filtration  em- 
ployed there  are  three  which  are  in  general 
use  in  connection  with  large  public  water 
supplies.      The  slow  sand  filter,  the  mechan- 


San  Pablo 
Reservoir 
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Coagulation 
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Graphic  Illustration  of  the  Filter  Plant  and  Pure  Water  Reservoir, 
Units  of  the  Great  San  Pablo  Dam  Project. 
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ical  pressure  filter  and  the  open  rapid  sand 
filter.  The  latter  method  for  reasons  of 
economy  and  high  efficiency  is  being  generally 
used  where  the  water  to  be  filtered  contains 
a  large  amount  of  sediment. 

Where  the  water  to  be  filtered  is  obtained 
from  streams,  it  is  necessary  to  build  storage 
reservoirs  for  the  purpose  of  settling  the  sedi- 
ment at  times  when  the  water  carries  a  large 
amount  of  fine  sand,  mud  or  clay.  These 
settling  reservoirs  may  also  be  used  in  con- 
nection with  the  process  of  coagulation  or 
settling  by  chemical  means. 

The  slow  sand  filter  consists  of  sand  beds 
varying  in  size  from  J/4  to  1  acre  in  extent. 
The  number  of  beds  required  depends  on  the 
maximum  volume  of  water  to  be  filtered  with 
an  additional  number  to  hold  in  reserve  for 
use  while  cleaning  or  repairing. 

The  filter  beds  are  really  small  concrete  or 
brick  reservoirs  with  a  false  bottom  on  which 
is  first  spread  a  layer  of  gravel  and  then  a 
layer  of  sand.  The  water  flows  by  gravity 
in  and  over  the  surface  of  the  sand  and  slowly 
filters  downward  through  the  sand  and  gravel 
through  screens  placed  in  the  false  bottom, 
then  to  clear  water  basin.  The  average 
capacity  of  a  slow  sand  filter  is  between 
2,500,000  and  3,000,000  gallons  per  acre 
per  day.  A  modern  rapid  sand  filter  has  a 
capacity  of  about  125,000,000  gallons  per 
acre  daily.  These  amounts  vary  consider- 
ably, depending  on  local  conditions  and 
methods  of  handling  the  filters. 

The  principal  difference  in  operation  of  the 
slow  sand  and  the  rapid  sand  filter  consists 
in  the  preparation  of  the  water  before  enter- 
ing the  filter,  coagulation  of  sediment  and 
method  of  cleaning  sand  beds. 

The  mechanical  pressure  filters  are  rapidly 
being  replaced  by  the  gravity  type.  Al- 
though the  pressure  type  was  one  of  the  ear- 
liest filters  constructed,  they  have  not  been 
developed  to  the  high  efficiency  that  would 
warrant  them  being  used  where  a  very  large 
volume  of  water  is  to  be  handled. 

The  pressure  type  of  filters  consists  of  a 
number  of  large  closed  cylinders  generally 
made  of  heavy  boiler  plate  and  somewhat 
resembling  a  large  steam  boiler.      Cast  iron 


cups  are  placed  along  the  bottom  of  the  filter. 
These  cups  are  filled  with  hard  gravel  from 
V4  to  Vl"  m  diameter,  then  covered  by  screen 
to  hold  gravel  in  place.  The  cylinder  is  then 
filled  with  sand,  the  water  is  fed  into  the  filter 
at  the  top  of  the  cylinder  under  a  pressure  of 
25  to  40  pounds  and  forced  through  the 
sand  bed  and  out  through  the  gravel  cups 
into  clear  water  basin  or  to  distributing  sys- 
tem. To  wash  the  sand  in  the  pressure  filter, 
the  current  of  water  is  reversed,  coming  in 
through  the  gravel  cups  and  discharging  out 
of  the  wash  pipe  at  top  of  filter,  the  water 
carrying  along  with  it  the  sediment  which  has 
been  deposited  during  the  filtering  period. 


Chlorinating  Apparatus. 
Used  in  sterilizing  water. 

Coagulation  by  the  use  of  chemicals  is  the 
method  employed  in  connection  with  all  of 
the  rapid  sand  filters  and  pressure  filters  and 
occasionally  in  connection  with  the  slow  sand 
filter.  The  chemicals  used  are  sulphate  of 
alumina,  sulphate  of  iron,  caustic  and  hy- 
drated  lime  and  carbonate  of  soda  or  soda 
ash.  The  chemical  to  be  used  is  first  dis- 
solved in  a  tank  and  introduced  through 
measuring  orifices  in  the  water  flowing  to  the 
settling  reservoir.  The  amount  of  chemical 
used  for  any  given  quantity  of  water  depends 
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upon   the   degree  of   turpidity  of   the    water.  a  period  of  3  to  5  hours  should  be  sufficient 

Using  sulphate  of  alumina  .40  of  a  grain  to  time  to  settle  turbid  water. 

5  grains  per  gallon  will  ordinarily  obtain  the  A  description  of  the  theories  of  Filtration 

desired   results.      Under  ordinary  conditions,  is  described  by  Joseph  W .  Ellms  in  his  book, 

using  a  properly  constructed  settling  reservoir,  "WATER   PURIFICATION,"   as   follows: 

"The  primary  function  of  a  filter  is  that  of  mechanically  straining  out  suspended  par- 
ticles. These  particles  may  and  usually  do  vary  greatly  in  size.  It  can  be  readily  under- 
stood how  particles  larger  in  size  than  the  interstices  of  the  sand  bed  will  be  strained  out.  It 
is  not  so  easy  to  understand  how  particles  with  diameters  of  perhaps  0.0001  mm.,  and  even 
much  smaller  are  removed.  The  submicroscopic  particles  are  much  smaller  than  the  bacteria, 
and  yet  a  filter  is  able  to  strain  them  out  of  the  water  in  which  they  are  suspended.  Evi- 
dently agencies  are  operating  within  the  filter  bed  which  are  remarkably  effective  in  holding 
back   these   fine  particles,    and   which   do   not   depend  alone  upon  the  sand  grains. 

For  a  long  time  it  has  been  known  that  a  sand  filter  was  more  effective  after  it  had 
been  in  service  awhile  than  when  first  started.  Rapid  sand  filters  as  well  as  slow  sand  filters 
appear  to  undergo  this  improvement.  The  more  organic  matter  contained  in  the  water  being 
filtered,  the  quicker  this  so-called  "ripening"  is  effected.  Apparently  it  is  the  organic  matter 
which  plays  the  chief  part  in  the  straining  process.  This  organic  matter  may  be  either  living 
or  dead,  that  is,  it  may  be  organized  in  the  forms  of  plant  life  such  as  the  bacteria,  algae, 
diatoms  and  lower  forms  of  animal  life,  or  it  may  be  unorganized  like  the  vegetable  coloring 
matter  and  the  colorless  nitrogenous  and  carbonaceous  compounds  characteristic  of  natural 
waters. 

A  close  examination  of  a  well-"ripened"  sand  filter  reveals  the  sand  grains  covered 
with  a  very  thin  film  of  a  gelatinous  character,  which  is  most  abundant  near  the  surface  of 
the  bed,  but  appears  to  permeate  it  to  some  depth.  This  material  is  evidently  in  part  com- 
posed of  organic  matter  both  living  and  dead.  It  is  in  the  colloidal  form  and  seems  to  fill 
partially  or  wholly  the  interstices  of  the  bed,  and  to  be  supported  by  the  sand  grains.  Not  all 
of  this  material  between  the  sand  particles  is  of  an  organic  character.  Some  of  it  is  inorganic, 
but  it  too  is  apparently  in   the  colloidal  form. 

It  will  be  easier  now  to  conceive  of  the  sand  bed  as  a  framework  or  skeleton  of  sand 
grains  supporting  and  carrying  the  delicate  structure  of  the  filter  proper,  which  latter  consists 
of  the  colloidal  matter  deposited  and  developed  within  the  bed.  In  a  rapid  sand  filter, 
which  is  frequently  disturbed  by  washing,  the  colloidal  matter  has  less  chance  to  develop 
and  less  opportunity  for  lodgement  in  the  openings  between  the  sand  grains  than  in  a  slow 
sand  filter.  Nevertheless,  when  organic  matter  is  plentiful  in  the  water  being  treated,  the 
sand  grains  become  coated,  and  not  even  violent  washing  of  the  bed  will  entirely  remove  it. 
Moreover,  in  this  class  of  filters  colloids  produced  by  the  reaction  of  certain  chemical  com- 
pounds which  are  added  to  the  water,  are  employed  to  assist  the  natural  colloids  in  their 
straining  action. 

The  filtering  action  of  a  sand  bed  must,  therefore,  be  attributed  to  the  properties  of  the 
colloids  deposited  or  formed  therein.  A  consideration  of  some  of  the  properties  of  this  form 
of  matter  will  perhaps  explain  the  ability  of  filters  to  perform  the  work  which  is  so  charac- 
teristic of  them.  The  colloidal  state  of  matter  can  be  considered  as  a  mesh  structure,  or  a 
sort  of  porous  framework.  Through  it  water  diffuses  readily,  but  suspended  colloids  contained 
in  the  water  will  be  held  back.  Thus  the  bacteria,  which  are  of  a  colloidal  nature,  are  unable 
to  pass  through  the  mesh-like  structure  of  the  colloids  attached  to  the  sand  grains,  or  are 
held  back  by  adhering  to  the  surface  of  the  colloidal  matter  upon  the  sand  and  in  the  passages 
between  the  sand  particles.  Inorganic  suspended  colloids  are  likewise  prevented  from  passing 
through  the  jelly-like  colloids  within  the  bed,  either  because  they  have  been  previously  coagu- 
lated, whereby  the  particles  have  become  too  large  to  pass  through  the  opening,  or  because 
they  stick  to  the  surfaces  of  the  colloidal  matter  within  the  bed,  the  same  as  do  the  bacteria 
and  other  matter   too  large  to  pass  through  the   capillary  passages. 

The  adhesion  of  colloidal  particles  to  each  other  may  be  and  probably  is  more  than  a 
mechanical  attachment,  that  is,  it  may  be  an  electrical  attraction.  It  is  known  that  coagula- 
tion of  suspended  colloidal  particles  is  effected  by  the  ions  of  an  electrolyte  having  an  electric 
charge  of  an  opposite  sign  from  that  of  the  colloid.  By  neutralization  of  the  electric  charges 
of  opposite  signs  coagulation  is  effected.  It  is  also  known  that  absorption  of  ions  occurs  on 
the  surfaces  of  colloid  particles,  and  it  may  be  that  coagulation  by  electrolytes  is  a  phenomenon 
of  absorption." 

(To  be  continued) 
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SOME  OF  THE  CHILDREN  IN  THE  HOMES  OF  EAST  BAY 

WATER  COMPANY  EMPLOYEES  WHO  ARE  EAGERLY 

WAITING  FOR  SANTA  CLAUS 


Louis  Lester,  Jr.  Jean  Betty 

Son  of  Louis  Lester  Farrell,   Sr.,   City   Superin-       Daughter    of    L.    J.    Traver,    Superintendent    of 
tendent,  system.  pumping  plants,  system. 


Meta  Rowena  Thomas,  Eleanor  and  Harry 

Daughter  of  I.  Domes,  Stock  Clerk,  Corporation       Children  of  Harry  Reinhardt,  Engineer  in  charge 
Yard,  Oakland.  of  pumping  plants,  system. 
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John  Joseph,  Jr.,  and  Leo  Francis 
Children  of  J.  J.  Frick,  Service  Department,  Berkeley. 


Todd,  Robert,  Dorothy  and  William  Jack  Robert 

Children  of  I.  A.  Ogden,  Surveyor,  General  Office,       Son  of  J.  Jasper,  Foreman  Oil  and  Service  De- 
Oakland,  partment,  Corporation  Yard,  Oakland. 


Elizabeth  and  Albert  Winifred,  Margaret  and  Stella 

Children  of  A.  Clark,  Foreman  garage,  Corpora-      Daughters  of  J.  S.  Stevens,  Assistant  City  Super- 
tion  Yard,  Oakland.  intendent   and    Storekeeper,    system. 
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Dorothy  and  Edward 

Children  of  W.  E.  (Billie)   Smith,  Chief  24th  Ave. 

Pumping  Station,  Oakland. 


Sons   of  C. 


George  and  Marion 
E.   Clark,   Manager  Richmond  office. 


BATHTUBS   AND  WATER 

Digging  around  in  the  past  is  a  bad  prac- 
tice. Somebody  snooping  in  the  archives  of 
the  brave  United  States  has  discovered  that 
in  Boston  only  as  long  ago  as  1 845  it  was 
unpopular  to  bathe  except  upon  medical  ad- 
vice. Three  years  before  that  the  first  bath- 
tub in  America  was  installed  in  Cincinnati 
for  Adam  Thompson  and  created  "violent 
newspaper  discussion."  It  was  considered  a 
degenerate  luxury.  The  medical  fraternity 
denounced  the  practice  of  bathing  as  dan- 
gerous to  health  and  bound  to  result  in  the 
whole  category  of  zymatic  diseases.  Vir- 
ginia showed  how  she  felt  about  it  by  put- 
ting a  tax  of  $30  a  year  on  all  bathtubs. 
Millard  Fillmore  was  the  first  President  to 
stand  for  a  bathtub  in  the  White  House  and 
had  one  installed  in  1 85 1 .  After  that 
prejudice  vanished  and  every  New  York 
hotel  had  one,  and  the  more  luxurious  ones 
had  as  many  as  two  or  three  bathtubs. 

And  we  don't  care  a  bean  what  anybody 
digs  up  about  those  old  days.  It  is  a  safe 
bet  no  other  nation  in  the  world  goes  in  as 
strongly  for  water  and  bathtubs  as  we  do 
now. — Stockton  Record. 


A  LETTER  OF  APPRECIATION 

Oakland,    California, 
November   20,    1919. 
East  Bay  Water  Company. 
Gentlemen : 

Pardon  me  for  this  late  acknowledgment  of 
your  kind  favor  in  reducing  my  bill  for  the  prem- 
ises 2003  Myrtle  Street  which  was  so  unusually 
large,   on   account   of   defective  plumbing. 

I  am  very  grateful  to  you  for  your  kind  con- 
sideration, and  fully  appreciate  your  motive  and 
attitude  in  sharing  my  burden. 

Have  had  the  leak  attended  to,  as  well  as  all 
the  faucets  looked  after. 

Trusting  everything  will  be  all  right  in  the 
future,  I  am 

Very  sincerely  yours, 

(Signed)  MRS.  C.  FRANDSEN. 


ANSWERS  TO  CHAS.  G.  REED'S 
QUESTIONS 

The  February  issue  of  Bubbles  will 
contain  answers  to  some  of  Mr.  Reed's  ques- 
tions. In  writing  of  the  early  history  of 
Oakland,  Mr.  Reed  deals  with  the  happen- 
ings at  the  very  beginning  of  the  now  great 
city. 
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Arthur  George  Tom 

The  Mighty  Hunters.     Each  with  the  Limit,  Less  One. 


The  mighty   three  a  hunting  went 
With   visage   grim   and  on  slaughter   bent 
Each  bent  his  bow  to  shoot  a  crow 
But  a  duck  it  was  as  you  well  know. 

"G.  W."  does  not  always  mean  George 
Washington.  It  stands  for  George  Wilhelm, 
the  mighty  Nimrod.  It  also  means  "Gee 
Whiz"  when  the  foxy  hunter  brings  down 
the  mud  hen — incidentally  "Good  Weather" 
for  ducks.  You  might  all  try  hard  to  fasten 
something  else  on  "G.   W." 

George  said:      "Will  you  go?" 

Tom  said:      "I  am  game." 

Arthur  said:  "I'll  go,  but  I  don't  know 
a  duck  from  a  snipe." 

We  really  did  not  see  any  of  Arthur's 
ducks,  but  he  says  next  year  he  will  be  sly 


like  a  fox  and  no  more  mud  hens  or  snipe 
for  him. 

Tom  brought  down  a  canvasback,  but 
from  reliable  authority  we  understand  that 
the  poor  bird  had  no  come-back  as  it  had 
eight  distinct  holes  in  its  poor  body. 

Here's  a  good  one  on  the  "G.  M.,"  and 
it  is  too  good  to  keep.  He  shot  a  decoy — in 
fact,  he  riddled  it.  Of  course  he  has  an 
alibi.  He  said  it  was  very  early  in  the 
morning — light  was  poor — sight  of  his  gun- 
was  bent,  etc.  Anyway  he  says  he  got  the 
limit.  We'll  say  he  gave  the  ducks  the 
limit  from  the  number  of  earmarks  on  the 
duck's  hide.  He  says  ducks  are  getting 
scarce  and  the  good  old  days  when  they  used 
to  perch  on  the  gunsight  are  over  and  you 
have  to  be  a  real  sport  to  get  the  limit. 


D 


ecember, 


1919 


BUBBLES' 


East  Bay  Water  Co. 


;  g^MM?^ss£i^»®# 


Issued  by 

EAST  BAY  WATER  COMPANY 

Edited    by    the    Employees 

and  devoted  to  their  interest  and  benefit. 

Address    communications    to    Bubbles,     care    of 

East    Bay    Water    Company 

Xinth   and    Broadway 

Oakland.    California 

GEORGE  H.  WILHELM Editor-in-Chief 

CHARLES  E.  THATCHER Managing  Editor 

HELEN  P.  ARMSTRONG Asst.  Managing  Editor 

JOHN  R.  HUNTER Business  Manager 

WRITERS    ON    TECHNICAL    MATTERS 

PAUL  I.  DANIELS Supt.  Water  Supply-Sanitation 

F.   J.   KLAUS Engineering  Department 

P.   E.   MAGERSTADT Engineering  Department 

H.     REINHARDT ....Engineering  Department 

GEO.  HAWLEY,  Resident  Engineer San  Pablo  Dam 

W.  R.  CURTIN Engineering  Department 

F.    M.    SMITH Accounting  Department 

CORRESPONDENTS 

Oakland  Division ...J.  P.  FIEBERLING 

Berkeley   Division WM.   H.   BLAIS 

Alameda   Division G.   A.   McKEAN 

Richmond  Division CHARLOTTE  M.  TUECK 

Corporation  Yard MARILLA  M.  WILLIAMS 


■^-i'.oTsV-'-"'      ' 


Vol.  III. 


DECEMBER,  1919 


No.  2 


S 
I 
L 
E 
LISTEN 
IT 


TO    HIS 


A' 


THE       GREAT 
lobe    on    which 
man  and  his  kind 
make  their  abode  has 
crunched  steadily  over 
on    the    axis    of    time 
and  hurried  us  onward 
day  after  day,  it  has 
again    brought    us    to 
Christmas     Day — the 
gladsome  day,  the  Day  of  the  Christ! 

The  trials  of  the  yesterdays  of  the  passing 
year — the  crosses  which  you  bore — all  have 
been  expiated  for  you  on  the  Big  Cross  which 
your  Saviour  bore — and,  today,  with  Him, 
reincarnation  is  yours.       It  is  your  privilege 


— human  heart — to  be  born  anew,  to  turn 
over  the  waning  leaves  of  this  year's  life — to 
find  awaiting  you  the  wide  vista  of  NEW 
THOUGHT! 

New  ambitions,  new  achievements,  suc- 
cess— these  are  yours,  if  you  will  but  accept 
them. 

New  patriotism! 

New  love  of  country! 

New  and  healthier  body  and  mind  in  a 
better  civilized  world. 

These,  and  more,  are  yours  if  you  will  but 
hearken  to  THE  SILENT  VOICE  OF 
CHRIST! 

"LOVE  ONE  ANOTHER"— and,  in 
the  competition  which  you  face  anew  in  the 
coming  year  of  life,  ever  let  the  "Golden 
Rule"  be  your  yardstick  of  justice  and  right 
living  and  dealing  with  your  fellow-men. 

Live  this  life  in  such  a  manner  that  your 
sou]  will  radiate  a  smile  in  your  counte- 
nance— live  it  in  a  manner  such  that  men 
will  not  shrink  from  you — live  today,  al- 
ways, in  the  religion  of  hope,  peace  and 
happiness — the  religion  of  brotherly  love — 
the  only  religion,  the  RELIGION  OF 
THE  CHRIST! 

Believe  in  thy  God,  and  remember,  "The 
lion  and  the  lamb  shall  lie  down  together — 
and  a  little  child  shall  lead  them." 

Remember  thou  THE  SILENT  VOICE 
OF  THY  CHRIST  and  may  peace  and 
happiness  be  yours ! 


THE  EMPTY  CUPBOARD 

The  energy  of  the  nation  now  has  full 
play.  Business  is  leaping  with  bounds ; 
there  is  so  much  to  be  done  for  those  at  home 
and  those  abroad. 

We  have  been  stripped  down  to  necessi- 
ties; our  reserve  supplies  swept  away;  our 
factories,   mines  and  farms  taxed. 

Now  we  must  supply  not  only  our  cus- 
tomary wants,  but  we  must  again  store  up 
our  normal  reserves,  while  helping  other 
nations. 

There  must  be  no  paralysis  of  production; 
confidence  between  capital  and  labor  must 
prevail;  constructive  co-operation  must  rule; 
the  world's  supplies  must  be  enormously  mul- 
tiplied. The  new  American  spirit,  the  spirit 
of  Service,  must  govern.  With  this  spirit 
prevalent  we  take  up  our  huge  task  with 
enthusiasm. 
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THE  "STANDPATTER" 

By  William  Aichbee. 

"STANDPATTER"  in  any  business  is  a  man  or  woman  whom 

you  cannot  start.     A  "Progressive"  is  an  individual  whom  you 

cannot  stop.  Are  you  a  "standpatter"  or  a  "progressive?"  Stop 

and  think  back  over  the  progress  you  have  made  thus  far. 

There's  Bill  Grimes,  f'rinstance;  he's  a  good  man  in 

his  place   and  earns  his  money — after  a   fashion.      He 

works  hard,  but  you  have  "gotta  let  Bill  work  out  things 

in  his  own  way."      It  isn't  safe  to  give  Bill  anything  you 

want  done  differently  from  the  way  he  thinks  it  ought  to 

be  done. 

Bill  is  self-satisfaction  plus  conceit.  He's  a  "stand- 
patter"— he'll  tell  the  world  he  is.  Nothing  short  of  a 
cootie  can  make  him  change  his  position.  No  one  can 
make  him  take  a  suggestion — no  one  ever  tries  to,  because  every  one  around  the  office 
knows  his  case  is  chronic.  Poor  Bill,  he  is  due  for  a  big  slump  before  he  reaches  his 
Autumn  in  life.  He  started  out  in  the  Spring  of  his  life  on  the  main  line,  and  now,  in  the 
middle  of  his  Summer,  when  the  bee  of  business  is  buzzing  all  around  him,  he  switches 
himself  to  a  sidetrack,  where  he  is  rust-i-cating.  Poor  Bill,  he  thinks  he  "never  had  a 
chance." 

Most  every  business  house  has  a  "Poor  Bill"  working  in  some  capacity,  whose  con- 
stant complaint  is  that  "he  never  had  a  chance" — the  other  fellow  had  the  "pull"  and 
was  dragged  up  ahead  of  him.  Poor  Bill  had  hopes  some  day  of  being  called  into  the 
President's  office  and  being  handed  a  nice  short-hour  job  on  long  pay.  He  had  aspira- 
tions, all  right,  but  not  the  inspiration  to  work  up  a  perspiration  in  any  scheme  of  endeavor, 
except  around  a  pool  table.  He  had  a  wishbone  where  the  other  fellow  had  a  backbone. 
His  gimlet  mind  could  never  "bore"  through  the  other  fellow's  suggestion. 

Just  the  opposite  from  Bill  is  that  young  fellow,  "Frank  N.  Earnest,"  in  the  Big 
Chief's  office.  Frank  started  as  a  messenger  in  the  same  office  five  years  after  Bill  did, 
but  Frank  is  a  "progressive"  and  he  passed  Bill  while  Bill  was  busy  "standing  pat." 
Busy  Bill,  standing  still,  but  all  the  while  going  down  hill  on  his  little  old  sidetrack  which 
ends  with  a  "derailing  switch." 

Frank  is  an  open  faced  boy  with  a  smile  that  would  win  the  world  in  open  competition 
and  his  handshake  is  as  warm  as  a  steam  radiator.  His  "good  morning"  is  welcomed  by 
most  of  his  associates,  but  is  answered  with  a  grunt  from  Bill,  which  sounds  as  musical 
as  an  open  muffler  on  a  "flivver." 

Frank  arrives  at  the  office  in  the  morning  a  few  minutes  before  time  and  waits  until 
the  lunch  hour  to  tell  the  boys  about  the  show  he  saw  the  night  before.  Frank  is  a  stickler 
for  good  measure.  He  demands  full  weight  from  his  grocer  and  is  keen  on  giving  full 
time  to  his  employer.  He  never  leaves  his  adding  machine  until  he  has  taken  off  the 
total,  even  if  it  is  past  quitting  time,  and  his  ears  are  always  open  for  a  suggestion  from 
any  one  who  may  be  kind  enough  to  offer  it.  This  is  the  spirit  that  "pulls"  Frank  ahead. 
Bill  could  acquire  the  same  "pull,"  too,  if  he  had  the  same  spirit.  Bill  could  get  the  same 
spirit  if  he  would  pinch  himself  and  wake  up,  and  bend  his  head  enough  to  allow  the 
"liver"  side  of  his  brain  to  remain  at  the  bottom. 

If  you  are  in  Poor  Bill's  class — if  you  feel  that  "know-it-best"  habit  creeping  upon 
you — for  heaven's  sake  shake  it  before  it  becomes  chronic,  if  you  have  any  ambition  at  all 
to  remain  on  the  main  line  to  success.  If  you  have  to  work  for  a  living,  why  not  live  to 
work  and  get  the  joy  out  of  it?  If  you  do  not  have  to  work,  then  why  not  get  out  of  the 
way  and  clear  the  track  for  some  one  who  does  ? 

Be  "Frank  N.  Earnest"  and  keep  out  of  Bill's  boots.  His  heels  are  "run  over" 
and  his  "soul"  needs  mending  badly  at  a  time  when  the  price  of  leather  has  advanced. 
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SOME  OF  THE  FORCE  WHO  HAVE  MADE 
THEIR  CHRISTMAS  WISH 


J.   (Jumping)   Jasper 

That  each  driver  pay  for  his  gas. 

(He  would  lose  all  his  trade.) 


C.    E.    (Commercial    Enterprise)    Clark 
That  he  may  be  President  of  every  live   organi- 
zation in  his  own  home  town. 


J.  R.  (Jack  Rabbit)   Hunter 
A  FIVE-hour  day 


OJCV1<WTOJ 
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G.  A.  (Go  Ahead)  McKean 
Let  no  guilty  nickel  escape. 


L.  J.   ("Little  Joe")   Traver 
A  good  night's  sleep. 


F.  J.  (Full  of  Joy)  Klaus 
A  Private  Office. 
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W.  H.  (Old  Boots)  Blais  T.  E.  (Tender  Eye)  Hanson 

That  people  will  stay  PUT  and  not  be  continually      That   the   city   administration   may   never   change 
moving.  when  his  friends  are  in  power. 


J.  S.  (Jack  Spratt)  Stevens 

That  no  one  will  want  anything  from  stock 

during  1920. 


M.  A.  (Merry  Affable)  Pollard 
NO    kicks  —  NO   dissensions  —  NO   sickness  ■ 
HARMONY  for  1920. 


L.  L.    (Loose  Leaf)    Farrell 

No  breaks  or  leaks  will  occur  in  the  service  during 

1920  between  the  hours  of  6  p.  m.  and  7  a.  m. 


G.  H.   (Good  Heavens)    Wilhelm 
No  rate  troubles  for   1920. 
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"BUBBLES"  from  OUR 
CORRESPONDENTS 


OAKLAND  •  BERKELEY 
ALAMEDA  •  RICHMOND 
CORPORATION  YARD 


OAKLAND  DIVISION 

General  Offices. — We  have  the 
most  exciting,  authentic  news  for  this 
issue.  Talk  about  Bachelors'  Hall ! 
Just  think  of  all  the  unmarried  men  in  the 
Engineering  Department  and,  by  the  way,  cut 
this  notice  out  and 
keep  it  as  we  are  tired 
of  saying,  "No,  he 
isn't  married.  Yes,  he 
is  very  nice,  etc." 
Now  there  are  Messrs. 
Magerstadt,  Klaus, 
Shorty,  Westover, 

Curtin,  Moullet,  Wil- 
cox, Wickman  and 
Edmondson.  If  you 
have  used  your  Mary 
Pickford  smile  on  the 
first  named  five,  try 
the  last  named  four, 
as  they  are  new  addi- 
No    crowding,    please. 
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J.  P.  Fieberling 

Correspondent 

tions    to   the    force. 

Nine  bachelors  in  one  room  and  next  year — 

Leap  Year.       My  Word! 

Our  genial  Capt.  Harry  has  been  pro- 
moted. He  is  now  Engineer  in  Charge  of 
all  pumping  plants,  and  right  on  the  job  all 
the  time.       Congratulations. 

Louis  F.  Moullet  has  been  appointed 
Assistant  Engineer  and  has  taken  over  Mr. 
Curtin's  work. 

Mr.  H.  C.  Wickman  has  been  employed 
as  Chainman  to  work  at  39th  Ave.  with 
Mr.  Ogden.  Mr.  Wickman  served  his 
country  during  the  war. 

H.  V.  Wilcox,  recently  discharged  from 
the  Army,  is  a  new  addition  to  the 
Engineering  Department.  He  is  Mr.  Curtin's 
assistant. 

Mr.  Reinhardt  has  a  "Sunny  Jim"  smile 
these  days.  The  reason  is  a  new  Buick. 
Enough  to  make  any  sour  dough  smile. 

H.  Edmondson  has  been  employed  as  a 
draftsman  on  part  time.  He  is  attending 
U.  C.  He  says  he  has  not  much  time  for 
girls  as  he  is  too  busy. 


Our  "G.  M."  enjoyed  a  short  vacation 
motoring  in  the  southern  part  of  the  state. 
He  says  it  was  all  too  short  as  he  was  just 
learning  to  relax  and  have  a  good  time  when 
it  was  time  to  return  to  the  grind. 

"Cliff"  Andruss,  Land  Sales  Department, 
is  stepping  high  and  passing  around  twenty- 
five-cent  cigars,  due  to  the  arrival  of  an 
eight-pound  boy  at  his  home.  Mother  and 
son  are  lovely.  Congratulations,  "Cliff." 
May  the  boy  grow  to  be  as  clever  a  land 
salesman  as  his  Dad. 

Mr.  Curtin  is  full  of  "pep"  these  days. 
Walter  is  now  Chief  Surveyor  of  the  Land 
Sales  Department.  We  don't  know  how 
many  pounds  he  has  gained  in  his  com- 
muning with  Nature,  but  he  looks  like  a 
million  dollars. 


Just  a  Suggestion,  Walter. 

Why  not   bring    the    transit    down   to   12th   and 

Broadway  some  day?     Get  a  close  up  view. 
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Mr.  Belleau  and  his  assistant,  represent- 
ing the  Board  of  Fire  Underwriters,  have 
been  with  us  for  some  time.  They  have 
completed  their  work  with  this  company. 
Glad  to  have  you.      Come  again. 

Harry  Reinhardt  (at  the  phone)  :  "Cut 
off  that  air  pipe — " 

Office  Pest:  "Some  grammar!  Why 
don't  you  say  'that  there  pipe'?" 

Reinhardt  (as  he  swats  the  pest  with  the 
receiver)  :  "That  air  pipe  is  air  pipe  on  an 
air  condenser,  you  idiot." 

Pest:      "All  right,  Airry.      I  apologize." 


What  is  "Shorty"  Looking  At? 
You   have  just   one   guess. 

Friends  of  the  Engineering  Department 
will  be  pleased  to  know  that  the  Sixth  Annual 
Rowing  Regatta  of  the  Young  Men's  Ath- 
letic Club  was  held  without  casualty  and 
greatly  enjoyed  by  all.  It  was  the  usual 
success  of  a  series  of  brilliant  events  held  by 
the  Club,  some  of  the  more  daring  members 
actually  entering  canoes  and  casting  entirely 
loose  from  shore. 

For  the  past  six  years  the  Aquatic 
Branch  has  held  a  regular  regatta  on  Lake 
Merritt  and  it  has  been  the  means  of  popu- 
larizing this  resort  to  such  an  extent  that  one 


of  our  local  papers  instituted  its  Lake  Merritt 
Marathon  Race  which  is  held  in  conjunction 
with  the  Club's  event,  so  that  the  crowds 
coming  to  witness  feats  of  seamanship,  etc., 
of  the  Club  can  at  the  same  time  watch  the 
Marathon  racers  encircling  the  lake. 

The  Club  members  enjoy  an  unusual 
advantage  as  from  their  point  of  vantage  in 
the  center  of  the  lake  they  can  watch  the 
runners  spin  around,  some  of  the  more 
enthusiastic  members  declaring  they  can  see 
the  surrounding   landscape   spin,    too. 

One  member  actually  laughed  himself 
into  a  case  of  hiccoughs  over  the  sight  of 
Oakland's  Auditorium  spinning  around  like 
a  drunken  elephant. 

The  Club  is  quite  proud  of  the  part  they 
have  played  in  advancing  interest  in  the 
manly  art  of  rowing.  When  the  Club  was 
organized  by  President  Curtin,  there  were 
only  a  few  leaky  old  boats  on  the  lake  and 
the  Marathon  Race  was  unheard  of.  Now 
hundreds  of  craft  of  all  kinds  bedeck  the 
briny  surface  of  Oakland's  Inland  Sea  and 
the  city  has  erected  a  large  boat  house  and 
a  separate  canoe  house  and  installed  three 
pleasure  launches  as  well  as  a  Life  Saving 
Service  and  several  powerful  police  boats  for 
the  protection  of  the  young  women. 

This  year's  event  was  an  unusual  success. 
After  the  main  event,  a  two  hundred  foot 
match  race,  an  exhibition  of  fancy  rowing 
was  held  when  feathering  the  oars,  catching 
the  crab,  rocking  the  boat,  tipping  the 
schooner,  etc.,  were  featured. 

At  first  a  few  members  of  the  Club  could 
not  be  induced  to  attend  the  affairs  of  the 
Aquatic  Branch  until  they  learned  that  the 
water  of  Lake  Merritt  is  salt  and  cannot  be 
used  for  drinking  under  any  circumstances. 
The  Club  is  proud  of  the  fact  that  they  have 
never  lost  a  man  and  never  had  an  accident, 
except  that  some  of  the  members  have  been 
a  little  wobbly  on  their  legs  at  times  owing 
to  an  attack  of  sea  legs  caused  by  going  out 
in  squally  weather  and  mixing  with  high 
rollers. 

Secretary  and  Manager  Wyman  has  a 
standing  challenge  to  any  one  in  the  Water 
Company  for  a  match  race  and  the  money 
has  been  up  since  the  first  public  meeting 
with  no  takers  to  date. 

For  some  years  it  has  been  the  intention 
of  the  Club  to  invite  the  ladies  of  the  East 
Bay   Water  Company   to  the  Annual   Car- 


17 


D 


ecember, 


919 


BUBBLES' 


East  Bay  Water  Co. 


nival,  but  as  this  always  led  to  a  dispute  as 
to  who  was  the  most  beautiful  lady  and  as 
each  member  claimed  the  privilege  of  having 
the  Queen  of  the  Carnival  in  his  boat,  should 
a  queen  be  selected,  the  matter  has  been  held 
for  future  consideration,  pending  a  beauty 
contest  to  be  held  by  BUBBLES. 

While  the  cat's  away,  etc.  Some  fair 
and  unfair  employes  had  lunch  down  town 
together  recently,  so  I've  been  told. 
Scandal — my!  my!  One  vampire  had  her 
lunch  paid  for  three  times — no,  she  did  not 
eat  three  lunches — just  took  the  money,  but 
it  was  for  a  good  cause,  so  it  was  all  right. 
The  roof  of  the  church  had  to  be  shingled, 
by  gosh !  Far  be  it  from  us  to  shirk  our 
duty  when  it  comes  to  helping  the  back- 
sliders and  converts  to  keep  slipping  forward. 
The  boys  all  wanted  to  be  introduced  to  the 
biscuit  shooter.  Mrs.  Gibson  made  the  pies 
and  every  plate  was  licked  clean,  so  I  guess 
they  were  fair.  However,  we  all  had  a  good 
time  and  enjoyed  the  lunch. 

Miss  Helen  Armstrong  of  the  Stenographic 
Division  is  again  at  her  desk.  A  stubborn 
cold  compelled  her  to  remain  at  home  for  a 
few  days. 

Oakland  Business  Office. — Once 
again  a  milestone  is  passed  and  we  approach 
the  Holiday  Season.  This  Christmas  should 
be  a  time  of  rejoicing,  for  in  spite  of  the 
great  unrest  in  the  world,  we  have  a  greater 
"Peace  on  Earth  and  Good  Will  toward 
men"  than  we  had  a  year  ago,  and  with  the 
coming  of  the  New  Year  we  should  all 
endeavor  to  make  new  resolutions  and  have 
right  thoughts,  for  "As  a  man  thinketh  in  his 
heart  so  is  he."  We  should  try  to  give  to 
our  country  a  hundred  per  cent  American- 
ism; to  ourselves  nothing  but  what  is  right 
in  the  eyes  of  God  and  man ;  to  our  employ- 
ers the  best  that  is  in  us,  and  to  the  world 
those  spiritual  thoughts  and  wishes  which 
were  taught  by  a  humble  Nazarene  over 
nineteen  hundred  years  ago.  In  this  spirit 
and  on  behalf  of  the  employes  of  the  Oak- 
land Division,  I  extend  to  our  employers 
and  our  customers  a  sincere  wish  for  a  Merry 
Christmas  and  a  Happy  New  Year. 

Since  the  last  issue  of  BUBBLES  there  have 
been  several  changes  in  the  Extension  Depart- 
ment, due  to  the  resignations  of  the  Misses 
Caroline  Hewitt,  Edna  Bradshaw  and 
Florence  McClary,  for  the  several  reasons, 
respectively,    as    follows:        Moved     to     Los 


Angeles ;  to  get  married ;  to  return  to  college. 
Their  places  have  been  filled  by  the  follow- 
ing trio,  namely:  Miss  Josephine  Larson, 
Miss  Hazel  Mundell  and  Mrs.  Ella  Mau. 
The  newcomers  have  taken  hold  of  the  work 
in  a  willing  and  conscientious  manner  and  are 
keeping  up  the  reputation  of  the  department. 
At  this  time  it  is  proper  to  add  that  the 
Extension  Department  deserves  credit  for  the 
able  manner  in  which  they  have  taken  hold 
of  the  additional  work  caused  by  the  new 
schedule  of  rates.  The  entering  of  the  new 
rates  on  the  bills  and  cards  requires  the  addi- 
tion of  several  figures  to  each  individual  rate 
and  as  the  department  makes  several  thousand 
bills  each  day,  this  is  quite  an  increase,  but 
the  force  took  hold  in  an  earnest  manner  and 
deserve  praise  for  their  work. 

Miss  Estelle  Lawrence  has  been  promoted 
to  the  position 
made  vacant 
by  the  resigna- 
tion of  Miss 
Edith  Leeming. 
Estelle  will 
make  a  reli- 
able and  accu- 
rate Assistant 
Receiver. 

A  little  bird 
told  us  that 
Miss  Leeming 
will  change  her 
name  in  just 
three  months. 
We  all  have 
noticed  that 
far-away  look 
in  her  eyes  and 
knew  there  was 
a  man  SOME- 
WHERE in 
Arizona.  Con- 
gratulations. 
Funny  about 
the  quiet  girls. 
Have  a  ro- 
mance up  their 
sleeve  and 
never  a  word 
until  we  just 
naturally  pry 
out  the  infor- 
mation. 


Edith  Leemixg 
(Formerly  Assistant  Receiver) 
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The  other  day  Ambrose  Merrill  Drink- 
water  came  into  the  office  very  mysteriously 
and  whispered  into  Tevie  Craft's  ear.  A 
little  later  they  went  to  lunch  together. 
Frank  Pretti  trailed  them  to  Fifteenth  and 
Washington  streets,  but  there  lost  the  trail. 
Frank  says  he  don't  know  whether  they  went 
to  the  Hotel  de  Barnett  or  slipped  up  an 
alley-way.  Anyhow,  when  Tevie  returned 
he  had  a  nice  little  sparkle  in  his  eye  and  his 
color  was  high.  We  are  not  jealous,  but 
we  venture  to  say  that  it  was  better  than  the 
permissible  percentage.  Have  a  heart, 
"Drinky" — have  a  heart. 

Clarence  Jenkins,  our  capable  janitor,  is 
quite  happy  and  wearing  a  real  Southern 
smile.  His  wife  and  baby  boy  arrived  from 
Memphis,  Tenn.  Clarence  says  the  boy 
comes  up  to  his  expectations. 

M  i  s  s  S  t. 
Pierre  has  been 
confined  to  her 
home  for  sev- 
eral weeks,  due 
to  illness.  We 
understand  that 
it  will  be  some 
time  before  she 
will  be  able  to 
return  to  work. 
We  hope  Santa 
Claus  will  be 
a  little  pre- 
vious in  her 
case  and  de- 
liver her  a 
package  of 
good  health 
before  Christ- 
mas. 

Elsie  Knowles 
has  been  telling 
us  a  great  deal 
about  the 
bunches  of 
quail  she  has 
been  receiving 
from  the  moun- 
tains. She  may 
be  giving  it  to 
us  "straight," 
but  as  yet  we 
have  not  seen 
the  feathers. 
"Night  Man- 


sobbie"  Murdock 
Our  Generalissimo  Clerk. 


ager"  Fritz  Goetz  is  very  busy  these  days 
studying  the  technic  of  the  piano.  We  hear 
Fritz  is  "some  bear"  at  the  ivories. 

The  other  evening  a  few  of  the  regulars 
were  invited  to  a  real  "Dago"  feed  at  the 
home  of  Frank  Pretti.  We  are  here  to 
announce  that  for  an  Irish  housewife,  Mrs. 
Pretti  is  some  manipulator  of  garlic.  If  it 
is  not  presuming  too  much  we  hereby  extend 
thanks  to  the  chef  and  also  an  invitation  to 
ourselves  to  "Call  again."  (The  motion  is 
seconded. — Edr. ) 

Miss  Ann  Norling  has  been  transferred 
from  Berkeley  to  the  Oakland  business 
office  as  file  clerk,  filling  the  position  made 
vacant  by  Miss  Christenson,  who  has  been 
transferred  to  the  Collection  Department. 

Martin  Blote  spent  his  Thanksgiving  in 
the  Sierras.  He  has  an  old  pal  located  on 
a  mining  claim  up  there  and  Martin  has  a 
standing  invitation  to  be  present  annually 
for  Thanksgiving  turkey  and  trimmings. 

There  were  rumors  circulated  that  Miss 
Sparrow  was  about  to  take  the  matrimonial 
leap.  She  states  emphatically  that  the 
"affair"  is  off.      That's  what  they  all  say. 

Mrs.  Mabel  D.  Smith  has  made  a  record 
as  a  Receiver.  She  has  a  pleasant,  agree- 
able manner  and  endeavors  to  please  and 
satisfy  our  customers. 

Frank  Pretti  is  very  busy  cleaning  up  the 
"M'tys"  these  days.  He  expects  a  new 
supply  in  soon  and  wants  to  be  prepared  to 
take  care  of  it.  We'll  say  that  he  needn't 
be  TOO  particular.  Any  time  he  wants 
assistance  to  take  care  of  it,  we'll  assist. 
We  also  understand  that  Frank  will  have 
open  house  on  Christmas  Day.  All  you 
fellows  who  live  on  the  desert  are  invited  to 
call— ONCE. 

Miss  Cooper  and  Miss  Sylvia  are  glad 
that  New  Year's  is  approaching.  They 
spent  such  a  glorious  time  last  New  Year's 
Eve  that  they  are  anxious  to  repeat  the  cele- 
bration this  year. 

"Lager"  Bush  of  the  "Turn-off"  Depart- 
ment is  getting  in  the  heavyweight  class. 
The  customers  are  referring  to  him  as  the 
Fat  Man.      Better  go  on  a  diet,  Bush. 

Clem  Worman,  former  Manager  of  the 
Berkeley  office,  paid  us  a  visit  the  other  day. 
Clem  is  a  "hay  miner"  now  and  savs  he  is 
doing  very  well  as  a  tiller  of  the  soil.  He 
reports  that  Ralph  Boyd  paid  him  a  visit 
during  the  hot  summer  months  and  he  gave 
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him  a  "hot  time,"  but  Ralph  kept  cool  by 
taking  moonlight  baths  in  the  watering 
trough.  There  is  more  to  the  story,  but  we 
will  omit  it  as  our  censor  is  very  strict. 

Mrs.  Homer  informs  us  that  this  will  be 
a  glorious  Christmas  for  her.  Her  son  has 
returned  safely  after  spending  two  years 
with  the  U.  S.  Army  on  foreign  soil. 

Mrs.  Hazel  Forkey  recently  returned  to 
the  employ  of  the  Company,  taking  the  place 
made  vacant  by  the  resignation  of  Miss  Mary 
Hewitt.  She  is  temporarily  assisting  Miss 
Sylvia  in  the  Addressograph  Department 
during  the  absence  of  Miss  St.  Pierre. 

Have  you  noticed  how  emaciated  our 
little  brunette  looks  lately?  No  candy, 
pastry  or  starch.  She  says  the  perfect  36's 
will  have  nothing  on  her  in  another  month. 

Some  one  said:  "Get  busy  and  attend  to 
business — but  be  sure  it  is  your  own  busi- 
ness." 

Sluicings  From  San  Pablo. — Exca- 
vation for  the  Clear  Water  Basin  at  the 
Filter  Plant  is  about  completed.  Concrete 
has  been  poured  in .  the  Coagulation  Basin 
and  splendid  progress  has  been  made  on  the 
other  units. 

The  late  storm  blew  some  of  Alberts' 
Dam(n)   Flumes  into  the  Puddle. 

Actual  completion  of  the  Outlet  Tunnel 
is  now  but  a  matter  of  days,  as  the  concrete 
is  being  poured. 

Engineer  Hawley  has  enjoyed  a  lengthy 
visit  from  his  parents.  Mr.  Hawley,  Senior, 
told  the  writer  that  this  has  been  his  first 
visit  to  this  locality  in  forty-two  years,  and 
seemed  much  impressed  with  the  progress  of 
Oakland,  Berkeley  and  surrounding  towns. 

The  members  of  our  "Duck  Club"  (?) 
have  returned  from  their  hunt,  What?  All 
we  could  get  out  of  them  was  "They  flew 
too  high."  We  have  not  as  yet  ascertained 
what  or  who  they  referred  to,  but  we  do 
know  that  we  had  to  eat  bacon  and  eggs  the 
next  day  when  we  had  fully  made  up  our 
minds  to  have  a  "Can"  feast. 

Leon  Cokeley  has  joined  our  organization 
and  is  busy  with  his  Orindan. 

Smiling  Jerry  Jones  is  as  busy  as  a  one- 
armed  man  with  the  itch  these  days. 

The  new  Tunnel  Spillway  at  the  Dam  is 
being  built  in  record  time. 

Conditions  at  the  Dam  are  more  favorable 
now  than  they  have  been  for  several  months ; 
labor  is  plentiful,  the  weather  has  been  fine 
and  material  is  being  sluiced  in  at  the  rate 
of  over  eighty  thousand  cubic  yards  a  month. 


CORPORATION  YARD 

Mr.     Richard    Holroyd,     Berkeley 
foreman,    and   his   two     helpers     nar- 
rowly  escaped   death     recently     when 
the  machine  in  which  they  were  riding  toppled 
over  the  bank  on  the  Wild  Cat  Canyon  road. 
Luckily,    the    three    occupants    were    thrown 
clear   of   the   machine, 
which  rolled  over  three 
times    and    righted    it- 
self  at   the  bottom   of 
the    canyon.       Except 
for   minor   bruises    the 
three 


men    were    un- 


hurt. 


\ 


Marilla  M. 
Williams 

Correspondent 


William  Schlinker, 
a  former  warehouse 
man,  who  enlisted  as 
a  rookie  in  Uncle 
Sam's  navy  at  the 
outbreak  of  the  war, 
is  back  with  us  again 
endeavoring  to  make 
up  lost  time.  During  his  enlistment  most  of 
his  time  was  spent  on  a  sub  chaser  where  he 
experienced  many  a  thrilling  adventure.  One 
incident  during  his  naval  tenure  was  the 
actual  saving  of  $400  of  real  money.  This 
feat  is  considered  by  many  remarkable,  as 
"gobs"  as  a  rule  never  attain  a  thrift  habit. 
(Oh,  Ike,  get  the  crowbar,  there's  a  nickel 
down  the  crack) . 

President  Creed,  General  Manager  Wil- 
helm  and  several  of  the  directors  paid  the 
Yard  a  visit  recently,  and  were  very  much 
pleased  with  the  way  they  found  things. 
President  Creed  said  he  had  visited  many  a 
Corporation  Yard,  but  had  found  none  that 
compared  with  ours. 

Harry  Agnew,  Night  Garageman,  has  had 
to  undergo  an  operation  on  his  forehead. 
No,  it  is  not  that  Harry  has  been  keeping 
late  hours  and  on  returning  home  finding  his 
wife  waiting  for  him  with  a  rolling  pin,  but 
it  is  this  way :  One  morning  Harry  was  try- 
ing to  persuade  one  of  our  Henrys  to  start, 
and  he  used  such  a  wonderful  vocabulary  in 
expressing  his  arguments  that  "Henry"  imme- 
diately jumped  to  his  feet,  started  off  and  hit 
Harry  directly  on  the  forehead,  causing  an 
abscess  to  form. 

Discovered !  Perpetual  motion.  It  has 
been  noticed  that  Chief  Mechanic  Traver  is 
always  as  busy  as  a  bee.      In  fact,  so  much 
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so  that  he  is  traveling  or  working  every  min- 
ute of  the  day,  thus  solving  the  impossible, 
namely,  perpetual  motion. 

Yard  Foreman  Edward  McKinney  re- 
ceived a  painful  injury  recently  when  the 
palm  of  his  left  hand  was  severely  lacerated. 
Three  stitches  were  required  to  close  the 
wound  and  at  this  writing  he  reports  the 
member  as  well  as  ever. 

While  unloading  heavy  cast  iron  pipe  in 
the  Yard  recently,  John  Griffin  came  near 
losing  one  of  his  fingers  on  his  left  hand 
when  that  member  was  caught  between  two 
lengths  of  pipe. 

Sympathy  is  conveyed  through  these  col- 
umns to  the  family  of  L.  Demerio  in  their 
late  bereavement.  Demerio  up  to  the  time 
of  his  death  v/as  employed  in  the  Construction 
and  Maintenance  Department. 

C.  Neely,  who  during  the  past  summer  had 
charge  of  a  gang  cleaning  the  premises  of  the 
Company's  reservoirs,  is  now  nightwatchman 
at  the  Yard. 

Jack  Firpo  and  C.  Schafer  came  near 
spending  a  night  in  Oakland's  municipal  hotel 
when  they  were  arrested  by  a  police  officer  for 
dumping  waste  material  on  a  forbidden  por- 
tion of  the  western  waterfront  recently. 
Through  the  efforts  of  Superintendent  Stevens, 
however,  their  expected  sojourn  was  can- 
celled. 

Supt.  L.  L.  Farrell  is  one  person  whom  we 
know  of  who  has  a  super-Ford.  Recently 
Louis  had  new  wheels  with  demountable  rims 
installed,  the  engine  overhauled,  and  to  com- 
plete the  job  had  "Lizzie"  treated  to  a  coat 
of  enamel.  Result  of  the  above  was  the 
creation  of  the  super-Ford. 

During  the  month  of  November  several 
pipe  extensions  have  been  installed  in  the 
Piedmont  Division,  involving  the  laying  of 
several  hundred  feet  of  eight,  six  and  two- 
inch  pipe.  Foremen  P.  Horan,  Griffin  and 
W.  Hale  were  in  charge  of  this  work,  which 
extended  the  system  to  several  rapidly  grow- 
ing districts  of  the  Eastbay  hill  section. 

The  unusual  fair  weather  for  Novem- 
ber enabled  our  street  repair  crew,  under  the 
direction  of  Supt.  J.  S.  Stevens,  and  in 
charge  of  Foreman  C.  Maleton,  to  greatly 
decrease  the  cost  of  street  repairing  to  this 
Company  for  the  year  1919.  In  previous 
years  the  work  has  stopped  as  early  as 
October    1st,  but  due  to  the  late  arrival  of 


J.  Pluvius  the  crew  was  able  to  continue  their 
work  which  otherwise  would  have  been  done 
by  the  city.  For  the  same  amount  of  work 
done  in  this  period  the  city  charge  would  be 
50  per  cent  more  than  the  cost  of  maintaining 
our  own  crew.  According  to  statistics  the 
gain  made  during  this  year  will  be  several 
hundred  dollars  more  than  in  1918. 

Foreman  (Wild)  Bill  Johnson  has  been 
indicted  for  profiteering  by  a  jury  composed 
of  Yard  employees.  Recently  "Bill"  took 
unto  himself  a  notion  to  become  a  potato 
king  and  contracted  with  an  Alvarado  farmer 
to  furnish  him  with  a  truckload  of  Alvarado 
Burbank  beauties.  Having  closed  the  deal, 
Bill  set  out  to  dispose  of  his  product  to  the 
various  employees  of  the  Yard,  claiming  them 
to  be  the  best  on  the  market  at  the  lowest 
price.  Success  was  his.  Each  and  every 
sack  was  sold.  Time  passed.  Complaints 
began  to  pour  into  Judge  Walter  Anderson 
about  the  condition  of  his  product.  District 
Attorney  L.  L.  Farrell  was  consulted.  The 
grand  jury  was  summoned.  Special  Investi- 
gator J.  S.  Stevens  gathered  the  evidence. 
Result,  was  the  indictment.  Evidence  was 
introduced  by  J.  Jasper,  oil  merchant,  which 
showed  the  product  to  be  inferior  and  exces- 
sive in  price,  claiming  a  profit  of  1  00  per  cent 
was  made.  The  hearing  is  set  for  the  first 
week  in  January.  Attorney  Sol  Hyman 
has  been  retained  by  Bill  as  his  counsel  and 
Roy  Standiford  has  been  subpoenaed  as  a 
witness.  The  returned  indictment  has 
caused  considerable  interest  at  the  Yard. 


(M-Ify"!!*0" 


(Wild)    Bill   Johnson's   Annual   Haircut. 

Last,  but  not  least,  all  of  us  at  the  Yard 
wish  every  official  and  employee  a  very 
Merry  Christmas  and  a  most  Happy  and 
Prosperous  New  Year. 
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Correspondent 


BERKELEY  DIVISION 

Greetings!     We  wish  for  all  a  Merry 
Christmas     and     a    very     Happy     and 
Prosperous    New    Year.       Really    this 
is    some    job    for    me.       Here    I    am,    sud- 
denly lifted  bodily  out  of  the  meter  reading 
force    and    placed    in  charge  of  this  office. 
Sort     of   rubbing    my 
eyes    yet    and    looking 
around      somewhat 
amazed.      Every     one 
here    is    lovely    to    me 
and    we    have    a    big 
happy  family  all  pull- 
ing in  the  right  direc- 
tion.    I'm  going  to  do 
"^    ^^L      my  best  to  make  a  sue- 

^^mk   \        ^fl  £&  cess  °^  ^e  J°k  anc^  I 

w|  tSf  :M    Mk     nW  appreciate        the       co- 

^C  A«  ^^r      operation       from      the 

office      force      already 

evidenced. 

Now,  let  me  see 
what  there  is  in  the  way  of  news, — Oh,  yes! 
We  are  rearranging  the  office  equipment 
somewhat.  Shelves  and  drawers  have  been 
installed  and  other  little  minor  changes  will 
be  made.  Then,  too,  we  expect  to  do  a 
little  renovating  such  as  kalsomining  and 
brightening  up  the  dull  spots  here  and  there. 

The  general  run  of  office  work  has  some- 
what simmered  down,  due  to  the  capable 
management  of  my  predecessor  and  others, 
resulting  in  a  slight  reduction  in  the  force. 
This  also  necessitated  a  rearrangement  of  the 
working  force.  Miss  Ann  Norling  has  been 
transferred  to  the  Oakland  Business  Office  on 
account  of  the  reduction  in  the  force  and  Mrs. 
Margaret  Handel  has  been  advanced  to  the 
position  of  Receiver. 

"Walked  right  in,  turned  around  and 
walked  right  out  again,"  so  says  Andy 
Gifford.  His  stay  here  as  Manager  was 
short.  Some  wise  person  in  Los  Angeles  had 
his  magnetic  eye  on  Andy  and  he  picked  up 
ba*g  and  baggage  and  with  his  better  three- 
quarters  left  us.  While  all  hated  to  see  him 
go  we  congratulate  him  on  landing  such  a 
good  job. 

Every  one  is  delighted  to  again  greet  our 
old  friend,  "Con"  Maloney,  who  for  many 
years  was  Manager  of  the  Berkeley  District. 


Con  has  fully  recovered  from  his  illness  and 
for  the  present  is  attending  to  some  special 
outside  work  for  the  Company.  He's  the 
same  old  Con  with  the  pleasant  smile  and  a 
word  of  good  cheer. 

Miss  Gillen  entertained  a  score  or  more  of 
her  friends  at  a  Hallowe'en  party  at  her 
home.  Ask  Miss  Smith  about  the  time  they 
had. 

During  odd  moments  Mr.  Holroyd  has 
been  busy  selling  almonds.  Dick  reports  a 
big  crop,  but  the  demand  has  been  so  great 
that  he  was  unable  to  supply  all  the  orders. 
The  nuts  are  of  a  fine  quality.  Dick  says, 
"They  ain't  no  such  thing  as  salesmanship." 

Almost  any  day  you  can  see  Mr.  Frick  or 
Mr.  Stoddard  coaxing  their  "Old  Reliables" 
about  the  hills  in  back  of  Berkeley  endeavor- 
ing to  reach  the  premises  of  a  delinquent  con- 
sumer or  attempting  to  collect  a  closing  bill. 
If  there  is  any  legitimate  way  of  making  a 
collection  they  will  bring  in  the  wherewith. 

The  month  of  November  has  been  a  very 
busy  one  for  the  service  wagons.  Besides 
taking  care  of  their  regular  work  they  had 
to  squeeze  in  time  to  install  58  new 
services. 

The  heavy  wind  that  preceded  Thanks- 
giving did  considerable  damage  here.  Not 
satisfied  with  uprooting  trees  and  tearing 
down  fences  it  also  tore  roofs  off  of  dwellings. 
The  fire  house  in  Albany  lost  a  portion  of 
its  tile  roof. 

We  in  Berkeley  feel  very  envious  of  you 
in  the  Oakland  Office  over  that  fine  new 
building  under  construction  on  Sixteenth 
street.  It  is  some  imposing  structure.  We 
wonder  if  you  will  let  us  have  just  a  peep  at 
it  when  completed. 

Eastern  friends  have  been  visiting  Miss 
Higgins  and  she  has  been  very  busy  boosting 
and  showing  them  the  many  points  of  interest 
in  the  Eastbay  cities. 

Owing  to  the  inclement  weather  the  high 
school  athletes  have  taken  shelter  and  aban- 
doned the  lot  across  the  street,  but  it  did  not 
remain  vacant  very  long,  for  a  flock  of  sea- 
gulls have  now  taken  possession.  Almost 
any  morning  you  will  see  a  flock  of  about 
twenty  gulls  hovering  around  this  lot  waiting 
for  our  Chief  of  Police  to  feed  them. 
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ALAMEDA   DIVISION 

ALTHOUGH  we  know  that  it  is  a  pretty 
large  order  when  we  say  that  Alameda 
has    the  most   equitable   climate   in  the 
civilized  world,  yet  for  those  who  doubt  this 
statement,   we  have  the   following  proofs   to 
offer.      On    top    the    Artesian    building,    in 
which  our  office  is  lo- 
cated,   there    grows    a 
beautiful    specimen    of 
the      weeping     willow 
tree.        This     tree     is 
some   fifteen   feet   high 
and  has  its  roots  em- 
bedded    in     the     solid 
^Wr  *     jflk.     wood  of  the  roof.  This 
*^&^^L. JlmW&  peculiar       phenomena, 
^m  MF     in  which  a  little  willow 

^W  ^F  seed     blown     by     the 

"™^^  wind  drops  on  a  board 

GEO.  A.  McKeAN    some  one  hundred  and 
Correspondent  twenty       feet       above 

mother  earth  and  shortly  develops  into  a  won- 
derful tree,  can  only  be  explained  by  one  little 
word  and  that  is  "climate." 

Although  these  days  are  rather  cold  and 
dismal,  Joe  Paladini,  foreman  of  the  Ala- 
meda truck,  is  wearing  a  very  happy  and 
contented  smile  while  attending  his  various 
duties;  and  upon  inquiry  we  learn  that  the 
stork  has  made  a  visit  to  Joe's  home  and  left 
a  bouncing  baby  boy.  Mother  and  son  do- 
ing well. 

James  Finch  is  now  receiving  friends  and 
acquaintances  at  his  new  home  in  Brookdale 
avenue.  Jim  has  been  occupying  his  spare 
moments  evenings  and  holidays  in  renovating 
and  installing  many  new  and  novel  labor  sav- 
ing devices,  so  that  now  he  is  the  possessor 
of  a  very  pretty  and  well  appointed  home 
situated  in  the  foothills  of  Fruitvale. 

Miss  Feidler  enjoyed  her  Thanksgiving 
dinner  at  the  old  home  in  Livermore.  It 
just  happened  that  this  was  the  night  of  the 
big  blow  and  in  making  the  trip  by  auto  many 
thrilling  adventures  were  encountered.  It  is 
reported  that  Boomer  Hill  was  taken  with  all 
brakes  set  and  when  making  the  descent  it 
was  necessary  to  turn  the  machine  around 
and  with  full  speed  ahead  the  wind  drove 
the  machine  backwards  down  the  grade  and 
they  soon  arrived  at  the  gates  of  "My  City 
Livermore,"  where  dancing  and  feasting  were 
the  order  of  the  evening. 


Charlotte  M. 
Tueck 

Correspondent 


RICHMOND  DIVISION 

SINCE  our  last  issue  of  BUBBLES,  our 
genial  manager,  C  E.  Clark,  has  en- 
joyed a  vacation  which  was  spent  in 
Trinity  County,  deer  hunting  and  fishing. 
He  was  successful  in  bringing  home  a  "four 
point  buck." 

Chas.  E.  Anderson, 
our  "turn  on  and  off' 
man,  is  rejoicing  over 
the  arrival  of  a  new 
baby  girl.  Congratu- 
lations, Charles. 

Collector  La  Franz 
recently  enjoyed  a  two 
weeks  vacation  duck 
hunting  near  Colusa. 

Mr.  J.  B.  Odom 
has  been  employed  in 
the  Service  Depart- 
ment. 

Big  ships  are  now 
docking  at  our  new 
municipal  docks.  The  concrete  warehouse 
on  the  dock  is  a  spacious  one  and  the  volume 
of  tonnage  passing  over  the  dock  is  far  greater 
than  those  who  were  most  sanguine,  as  to  the 
development  of  ocean  traffic,  expected. 

There  is  a  move  on  foot  to  establish  a  ferry 
service  between  Richmond  and  San  Fran- 
cisco. Such  a  service  should  divert  a  large 
automobile  traffic  through  our  city  which 
would  be  of  material  benefit  to  business  in 
general. 

Our  stores  have  all  taken  on  the  Christmas 
garb.  Many  are  prettily  decorated.  Busi- 
ness is  good  and  the  citizens  are  shopping 
early.  Without  exaggerating  one  bit,  do 
you  know  that  prices  are  lower  in  Richmond 
than  anywhere  around  the  bay?  If  you  do 
not  believe  me,  make  a  visit  to  our  stores  and 
be  convinced.  The  line  carried  by  our  mer- 
chants  is   right   up   to   the   standard,    too — I 

KNOW. 

It  is  with  deep  regret  that  I  announce  to 
my  office  associates  and  friends  in  the  service 
that  I  am  to  give  up  my  position  in  the  Rich- 
mond office.  I  find  that  I  need  rest  and  a 
'  change  from  office  work.  I  shall  always 
have  the  most  pleasant  recollections  of  my 
five  years  of  association  with  the  Water 
Company. 

Rita  Lillian  Arnold  has  joined  our  office. 
She  will  take  the  position  made  vacant  through 
my  resignation. 
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View  of  Inner  Harbor,  Richmond,  California. 
Dredge  at  work  deepening  channel,  leading  to  manufacturing  and  factory  site  district. 


Interior  View  Municipal  Wharf,  Richmond,  California. 
The  wharf  is  equipped  with  modern  traveling  crane  and  conveyor  electrically  operated. 
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By  B. 


HOW  DID  HE  LEAVE  IT? 

NOT 

HOW  MUCH  DID  HE  LEAVE? 

F.  SHAPRO,  Manager,  The  Equitable  Life  Assurance  Society  of  the  United  States. 
Oakland,   California. 


WHEN  a  man  dies  in  any  intelligent 
community  one  of  two  questions  is 
now  almost  invariably  asked.  If  a 
rich  man  the  inquiry  is,  "How  much  did  he 
leave?"  If  a  poor  man  or  one  in  modest 
circumstances,  the  question  is  at  once  asked, 
"Was  his  life  insured?" 

These     queries     mean     the     same     thing. 
They     are    the    expression    of    the    world's 
natural    human    interest    to    know   what    pro- 
vision he  made  for  his 
dependents. 

The  manner  in 
which  the  provision  is 
made,  heretofore 
looked  upon  as  a  mere 
detail,  is  every  day 
assuming  more  im- 
portance; and  real  life 
insurance  counselors 
invariably  urge  that 
the  proceeds  of  life 
insurance  policies  be 
made  payable  to  bene- 
ficiaries in  monthly 
installments  rather 
than     in     lump     sums. 

The  man  who  leaves  his  life  insurance  to  his 
widow  in  a  lump  sum  does  not  know  whether 
his  wife  or  a  schemer  will  get  it.  There- 
fore, if  you  want  your  life  insurance  money 
to  support  your  wife,  and  not  a  stranger, 
leave  her  a  monthly  income. 

A  San  Francisco  man  who  died  last  May 
left  his  wife  $12,000  insurance  money  in  a 
lump  sum.  Shortly  after  his  death,  a 
Spiritualist  medium  went  to  board  with  his 
widow.  The  medium  interested  the  widow 
in  Spiritualism,  and  persuaded  her  to  attend 
her  seances.  The  widow  believed  she  heard 
the  husband's  voice  telling  her  to  invest  the 
money  in  stocks  paying  large  returns.  The 
medium  assured  her  that  it  was  her  dead 
husband's  voice. 

One  day  just  after  the  widow  had  heard 
the  voice  so  mysteriously,  a  man  selling 
stocks  for  a  certain  Stock  Company  called 
upon  her  and  urged  her  to  invest  her  money 


B.  F.  Shapro. 


with  him.  He  made  sweeping  promises  of 
a  large  and  certain  return  on  her  money. 
He  also  expressed  a  belief  in  Spiritualism 
and  said  that  many  persons  owed  their  suc- 
cess in  life  to  having  followed  the  advice  of 
dead  relatives  and  friends.  He  said  she 
would  come  to  grief  if  she  disregarded  her 
dead  husband's  advice.  Overcome  with 
credulity,  the  widow  invested  the  greater  part 
of  the  $12,000  in  the  fake  stocks.  When 
she  told  her  friends,  they  urged  her  to  take 
steps  to  recover  the  money  and  invest  no 
more  in  unknown  stocks.  But  she  would 
not  heed  their  warnings  because  of  urgings 
of  the  medium.  Today,  less  than  ten 
months  after  her  husband  left  her  $12,000, 
she  is  almost  penniless  as  the  result  of  clever 
plotting  of  crooks  who  found  out  that  she 
had  a  few  thousand  dollars  of  life  insurance 
money. 

This  is  but  one  of  the  kinds  of  schemes  to 
rob  widows  who  are  unaccustomed  to  handle 
sums  of  money.  In  a  short  time  this  widow 
will  be  dependent  upon  relatives  or  friends. 
Had  her  husband  left  her  a  Monthly  In- 
come, instead  of  being  practically  penniless 
ten  months  after  his  death,  she  would  have 
had  an  income  of  $69.36  per  month  for 
twenty  years  or  an  income  nearly  as  great 
for  the  rest  of  her  life. 

A  comparatively  small  policy  that  pays 
to  a  widow  or  dependent  a  Monthly 
Income  may  be  "the  balance  of  power" 
between  want  and  comfort. 

Many  men  think  a  life  insurance  contract 
guaranteeing  $25.00  a  month  too  small  a 
sum  to  be  of  much  benefit,  but  modern  life 
insurance  counselors  endeavor  to  impress 
upon  them  that  "every  little  bit  added  to 
what  you've  got  makes  just  a  little  bit  more", 
for  this  little  bit  may  be  "the  balance  of 
power." 

In  these  days  with  the  majority  of  people 
living  better  than  ever  before,  notwithstand- 
ing the  high  cost  of  living,  a  Monthly 
Income  of  $25.00  is' not  much,  but  it  is  the 
surest  thing  that  many  people  have.  Many 
dependents  have  less  than  $25.00   Monthly 
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Income  that  is  certain.  Most  families  have 
been  accustomed  to  all  the  necessities  and 
most  of  the  luxuries  and  this  class  knows  the 
value  of  a  definite  income,  even  if  it  is  small. 
The  mother  used  to  an  income;  the  sister 
who  has  received  an  allowance,  or  the  widow 
who  is  confronted  with  the  problem  of  life, 
needs  the  Monthly  Income,  "the  balance  of 
power"  between  want  and  comfort  and  often 
between  charity  and  independence. 

It  is  hard  to  re-adjust  one's  ways  of  living 

to   learn     how   to   cut     one's   cloth    to   fit 

reduced  circumstances;  add  to  these  the 
mental  anxiety  of  what  may  happen  in  case 
of  the  death  of  the  breadwinner  with  salary 
or  earnings  cut  off,  and  at  the  same  time 
doctors'  bills  to  meet — then  it  is  that  the 
sure  Monthly  Income,  even  if  small,  is  fully 
appreciated.  Whether  the  Monthly  Income 
is  large  or  small  makes  but  little  difference. 
It  may  be  "the  balance  of  power." 

The  man  of  wealth  who  allows  his  family 
several  hundred  dollars  monthly,  whose 
expenses  run  into  thousands  of  dollars  yearly, 
may  laugh  at  the  thought  of  providing  a 
Monthly  Income  of  a  few  hundred  dollars; 
but  even  if  it  be  little,  the  value  is  the  same 
to  him  as  to  the  poor  man,  or  the  man  of 
modest  means. 

If  the  wealthy  man  passes  his  wealth  to 
his  family  it  may  be  that  this  Monthly  In- 
come may  not  be  needed,  but  even  so,  will  it 
not  be  most  acceptable? 

A  stated  Monthly  Income  is  vastly  more 
dependable  than  income  received  from  stocks 
or  bonds  or  real  estate.  There  can  be  no 
shrinkage  of  the  Monthly  Income  provided 
through  a  life  insurance  contract. 

What  would  your  wife,  so  competent  in 
domestic  affairs,  possibly  inexperienced  in 
the  handling  of  large  sums,  do  with  several 
thousand  dollars? 

If  your  insurance  is  payable  to  your 
estate,  what  would  your  daughter,  who  will 
become  of  age  at  eighteen,  do  with  her 
share?      Or  your  son,  at  twenty-one? 

Would  you  want,  even  while  you  are 
alive,  to  place  sums  of  $1,000  and  upwards 
in  your  children's  hands  to  invest  according 
to  their  own  judgment?    Think  it  over! 

Is  your  insurance  money  going  to  provide 
your  family  with  an  assured  income,  or  are 
you  going  to  pass  to  them  the  problems  and 
burden  of  keeping  their  money  away  from 
the  clutches  of  clever  sharks? 


"ANSWERS" 

(To    Questionaire,    October    issue    Bubbles,    1919) 

By 
CHAS.  G.  REED 

Oakland's  sweetest  singer  in  very  early  days  was  Mrs. 
Geo.   W.   Scribner.     She   sang   in   the   choir   of   the 
First  Presbyterian  Church.    Geo.  H.  Vose  was   the 
basso   and   Mr.   Mitchell   tenor. 
Francis  Bret  Harte  resided  here  in  1856-7  at  the  resi- 
dence of  Judge  Sam.  Bell  McKee,  on  Adeline  near 
12th  St.    He  rode  about  town  on  a  little  pony  and 
was  then  called  by  his  first  name  Frank. 
The  Oakland  Brass  Band,  led  by  Amos  Hersey,  was 
organized  in  the  early  60's  and  was  the  first  band 
we  had. 
Oakland's  first  Public  School  building  was  erected  in 
the  latter  part  of   1854  and  was  commonly  known 
as  the  Carpentier  School  House.    It  was  located  at 
the  N.  E.  Cor.  of  4th  and  Clay  Sts.  and  was  22  by 
34  feet.    The  teachers  were  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Franklin 
Warner,    Miss   Hannah   Jayne,   Ralza   A.   Morse,   J. 
Goble   and  Henry  Hillebrand.     It  was   sold  to   the 
Methodists  in  the  early  60's  and  moved  to  the  west 
side  of  Washington  St.,  between   5th  and  6th  Sts. 
and  used  as  a  church ;    later  it  was  moved  to   the 
east  side  of  West  St.  and  used  as  a  church  by  the 
colored  people.     It  has  been  remodeled  and  is  now 
a  rooming  house. 
The  second  school  building,  erected  about   1860,  was 
on  the  west  end  of  the  Oakland  High  School  block. 
It  was  a  one-room  building,  about  double  the  size 
of  the  first  building.   Another  room  was  soon  added, 
of    the    same    size    and    the    name    changted    to    the 
Cosmopolitan    School.      This    building    and    the    La 
Fayette  School  building  were  torn  down  when  the 
High  School  was  built.    The   writer   circulated   the 
petition  for  the  building  of  this  school  house. 
Lee's    Garden    occupied    the    gore    where    the    First 
National  Bank  now  stands,  extending  north  to  about 
18th  St.    Lee  raised  flowers  for  the  San  Francisco 
market,  made  a  small  fortune,  started  East  and  was 
lost  at  sea  when  the  steamer  Central  America  went 
down  off  Cape  Hatteras. 
The  Durant  Rhetorical  Society,  named  for  Rev.  Henry 
Durant,  was  a  debating  club  composed  of  the  lead- 
ing   citizens.     They   met    in    the    Carpentier    School 
House   about    1854  to    1860.    Among   the   debaters 
were   Rev.    Henry   Durant,   Rev.    S.   B.    Bell,    J.   E. 
Whitcher,  John  Ross,  Franklin  Warner,  Jas  Lentell 
and  Geo.  M.  Blake. 
The    Lincoln    Lyceum,    1864    to    1871,   was    a   young 
man's    debating   club.      They   met    in    the    first    and 
second   Public    School    Houses    and    in    Boardman's 
Hall    at    the    N.    W.    Cor.    of    12th   and    Broadway. 
Quite  a  number  of  young  men  got  their  first  start  in 
oratory  in  this  Society. 
The  Mayor's   Mansion,   residence   of  Mayor  Williams, 
at  the  N.  W.  Cor.  of  5th  and  Clay  streets,  though 
built  partly  of  dry   goods  boxes,  was   imposing  in 
appearance  with  its  square,  white  front. 
The  first  Masonic  Hall  was  in  the  second  story  of  a 
building  used  as  a  paint  shop  and  standing  on  piles 
at  the  water's  edge,  just  west  of  Broadway. 
Wm.    Maiben,    an    eccentric    Englishman,    by    trade    a 
paperhanger,   lived   in   a   dugout   on   the   west    side 
of  Market  street  south  of  7th  and  in  a  dugout  on 
the    north    side    of    5th   street,    between    Clay    and 
Jefferson  streets.    He  was  known  as  "Old  Gopher.' 
(Continued  on  Page  6) 
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COLLECTING  AND  DISTRIBUTING  A  DOMESTIC 
WATER  SUPPLY 

PAUL    I.    DANIELS,    Superintendent   Water  Supply  -  Sanitation 
PURIFICATION 

(Part   II) 
(Continued  from  Volume  III,  No.  2) 


THE  process  of  coagulation  and  filtra- 
tion by  modern  methods  under  proper 
supervision  and  operation,  removes 
practically  all  of  the  objectionable  matter 
from  the  water.  There  may  at  times  be  a 
few  of  the  pathogenic  organisms  which  pass 
through  the  filters,  therefore  as  an  addi- 
tional precaution,  water  showing  by  analysis 
any  amount  of  harmful  bacteria  is  treated 
after  filtration  by  the  application  of  chemi- 
cal compounds  introduced  into  the  water  by 
various  methods. 

Sterilization  may  be  accomplished  by 
raising  the  temperature  of  the  water  to  a 
boiling  point,  however,  owing  to  the  quantity 
of  water  handled,  this  method  is  not  practi- 
cal in  city  water  supplies.  For  the  past 
sixty  years  considerable  study  has  been  given 
to  the  application  of  chemical  compounds 
for  the  purpose  of  disinfecting  and  sterilizing 
water  supplies. 

The  principal  chemicals  and  sterilizing 
agents  found  to  be  the  most  useful  for  the 
purpose  are:  Compounds  of  copper,  per- 
manganates, caustic  lime,  calcium  hypo- 
chlorite, (chloride  of  lime),  liquid  chlorine, 
ozone  and  ultra  violet  light.  Of  these  vari- 
ous agents,  liquid  chlorine  is  probably  in 
more  general  use  for  large  water  supplies  at 
the  present  time. 

Liquid  chlorine  is  a  gas  produced  by  the 
electrolysis  of  sodium  chloride  (salt)  in  the 
manufacture  of  caustic  soda.  The  purified 
gas  is  dried  and  liquified  by  pressure  in  steel 
cylinders  containing  one  hundred  pounds  of 
gas.  From  these  cylinders  the  gas  is  run 
through  a  chlorine  apparatus  consisting  of 
an  automatic  pressure  reducing  diaphragm,  a 
measuring  device  manually  or  automatically 
controlled  and  out  through  a  porous  diffuser 
which  is  submerged  four  feet  under  the 
water.  This  diffuser  is  generally  made  of 
carborundum.  This  type  of  chlorine  appa- 
ratus is  known  as  a  dry  feed  type,  as  dis- 
tinguished from  the  solution  feed  type  which 
is  much  the  same,   the  difference  being  that 


the  chlorine  is  introduced  and  mixed  with 
water  in  a  solution  chamber  before  being 
applied  to  the  water  to  be  treated.  Insofar 
as  the  experience  of  this  Company  is  con- 
cerned, the  solution  feed  type  of  apparatus 
has  given  very  poor  service  as  compared 
with  the  direct  dry  feed  type.  The  failure 
of  the  solution  feed  type  seems  to  be  caused 
by  the  moisture  working  back  from  the  solu- 
tion jar  into  the  other  parts  which  should  be 
absolutely  dry  to  prevent  the  harmful  action 
of  the  chlorine.  Dry  chlorine  has  practi- 
cally no  detrimental  effect  on  metals. 

The  use  of  calcium  hypochlorite  for 
sterilization  is  unsatisfactory,  owing  to  the 
methods  necessary  in  handling,  the  loss  of 
strength  when  exposed,  and  the  uncertain 
quantity  of  available  free  chlorine. 

Ozone  is  a  gas  containing  three  atoms  of 
oxygen.  It  is  obtained  by  passing  a  silent 
electrical  discharge  through  air  or  oxygen 
gas  in  metal  or  glass  cylinders.  The 
ozonized  air  so  produced  is  applied  to  the 
water  to  be  treated  at  the  bottom  of  towers 
filled  with  coarse  gravel.  The  water  enters 
at  the  top  of  the  tower,  trickles  down  through 
the  gravel  bed  and  absorbs  the  ozone  which 
is  being  forced  up  through  the  gravel  from 
the  bottom.  The  degree  of  purification 
obtained  depends  to  a  large  extent  upon  the 
length  of  time  the  water  is  allowed  to  be  in 
contact  with  the  ozone  in  the  gravel  bed. 

The  ultra  violet  light  process  consists  of 
light  rays  emitted  from  a  lamp  made  of  a 
fused  rock-crystal  tube  containing  mercury. 
The  mercury  forms  the  cathode  and  the  arc 
passes  through  rarified  mercury  vapor.  The 
lamps  are  so  placed  that  all  the  water  to  be 
sterilized  must  pass  close  to  the  lamps  so 
that  no  bacteria  which  may  be  in  the  water 
may  escape  the  direct  action  of  the  light 
rays. 

The  method  used  by  this  Company  for 
sterilizing  water  is  by  the  application  of 
liquid  chlorine.  The  apparatus  used  is  the 
Wallace  and  Tiernan  chlorinators. 
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Water  treated  by  liquid  chlorine  does  not 
taste  or  smell  of  chlorine  when  not  overdosed. 
The  amount  usually  applied  to  the  local 
water  is  from  .24  to  .36  parts  of  chlorine  to 
a  million  parts  of  water.  This  amount  does 
not  seem  to  leave  any  taste  or  odor  in  the 
water.  It  is  true  that  at  times  there  are 
tastes  and  odors  which  have  been  attributed 
to  chlorine  gas,  but  it  is  very  doubtful  that 
it  is  the  gas  itself  which  is  tasted  or  smelt. 
It  is  more  than  likely  that  any  taste  noticed 
in  the  water  can  be  attributed  to  the  presence 
in  the  water  of  organic  compounds  produced 
by  the  reaction  between  the  chlorine  and  the 
soluble  organic  matter  naturally  present  in 
most  drinking  waters.  These  odors  and  tastes 
seem  to  be  more  noticeable  when  the 
temperature  of  the  water  is  raised  above  60 
degrees  F.  Much  of  the  odor  noticed  in 
large  water  supplies  is  caused  by  the  growth 
of  algae  in  the  distributing  reservoirs.  This 
trouble  may  be  eliminated  by  covering  the 
reservoirs  to  exclude  light  and  keep  the 
temperature  of  the  water  as  low  as  possible. 

As  stated  in  a  previous  article,  much  of 
the  process  of  water  purification  occurs  from 
the  time  of  rainfall  to  the  stage  of  filtration. 
The  more  polluted  the  water  is  in  its  raw 
state,  or  before  any  treatment,  the  more 
difficult  and  expensive  it  will  be  to  render  it 
safe  and  palatable.  The  safest  water  is 
that  which  has  little  or  no  pollution  to  begin 
with.  It  may  be  possible  to  make  the 
effluent  from  a  barn  yard  safe  by  the  use  of 
chemicals  but  the  idea  is  not  one  to  appeal 
to  the  average  human  mind. 

The  most  dangerous  water  is  that  which 
has  been  polluted  by  human  beings  or  sewage 
from  cities  or  towns.  Such  waters  should 
be  filtered  and  treated  thoroughly  by  the 
most  approved  methods  to  render  it  safe 
for  domestic  uses.  The  best  indication  of 
the  safety  of  a  water  supply  is  a  sanitary 
water   shed. 

It  is  always  unsafe  to  drink  water  from 
rivers,  creeks  or  springs  while  on  pleasure 
trips  through  the  country  unless  first  the 
person  is  sure  the  source  is  not  polluted. 
Many  of  the  various  waters  throughout  the 
country  have  been  marked  as  dangerous  to 
health  by  the  State  Board  of  Health.  It  is 
well  to  give  serious  attention  to  these  signs. 
They  are  placed  there  to  guard  the  general 
health.      It    is    always    safer    to    carry    pure 


drinking  water  on  trips  through  the  country 
than  to  trust  to  the  various  streams  of 
unknown  quality  along  the  highway.  The 
clearness  of  water  does  not  indicate  purity, 
nor  does  water  purify  itself  flowing  over 
rocks  for  miles.  Impure  water  may  be 
made  safe  by  boiling  and  it  is  well  to  apply 
this  method  when  necessary  to  use  water  of 
unknown  quality. 

(To    be    continued) 
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Hardy's  Book  Store  was  first  located  on  the  west  side 
of  Broadway,  south  of  1st  street,  and  was  head- 
quarters of  Bacon  &  Hardy's  Express,  running  to 
San  Francisco.  It  was  moved  to  the  same  side  of 
Broadway,  south  of  7th  and  then  to  its  present 
location,  No.  915  Broadway.  It  is  the  only  sur- 
vivor of  the  early  stores  south  of  4th  street. 

The  first  Agricultural  Fair,  here,  was  held  in  a 
gothic-shaped  building  on  the  block  where  the 
Court  House  now  stands,  in  1858.  The  building  was 
known  as  the  Pavilion  and,  after  the  fair,  was  used 
for  dancing,  social  and  political  meetings  and  as 
armory  and  drill  room  of  the  Oakland  Guard. 
During  the  Civil  War,  the  U.  S.  Sanitary  Commis- 
sion used  it  for  the  preparation  of  lint  for  the 
wounded  soldiers. 

The  first  Cemetery  was  on  the  east  side  of  Oak  street 
between  7th  and  11th  streets.  About  1860  it  was 
removed  to  the  east  side  of  Webster  street  south 
of  20th  street  and  later  from  there  to  its  present 
location. 

In  1856-7  there  resided  on  Adeline  street  eight  sea 
captains  and  the  street  was  nicknamed  Sailor's 
Lane. 

The  Negro  Camp  Meetings  were  held  every  summer 
for  years  in  Hardy's  Woods,  between  8th  and  12th, 
Market  and  Linden  streets. 

John  Yard,  son  of  Dr.  Geo.  M.  Yard,  P.  M.,  drove 
the  first  hack  in  Oakland  and  Bob.  Lockwood  the 
first  omnibus. 

About  1855,  Rodman  Gibbons  attempted  to  build  a 
bridge  to  Goat  Island,  just  north  of  the  site  of 
the  present  mole.  After  driving  piles  for  about 
one  hundred  yards  his  funds  gave  out  and  the 
unfinished  structure  was  called  Gibbons'  Folly. 
Yerba  Buena  Island  acquired  the  name  Goat  Island 
from  a  herd  of  goats  kept  there  in  early  days. 

Oakland's  first  Race  Track  was  just  south  of  the 
S.  P.  Co.'s  round  houses  and  west  of  Peralta  street. 

There  were  fresh  water  springs,  in  early  days,  at 
Adams  Point,  in  the  little  cove  near  the  Band  Stand; 
at  or  near  William  street  and  Telegraph  avenue 
and  at  Adeline  and  22nd  streets  at  the  head  of 
Watt's  Creek.  The  latter  was,  no  doubt,  where 
the  Indians  obtained  their  water  while  they  lived 
just  south  of  the  16th  street  Depot,  where  they 
left  quite  a  shell  mound. 

Gordon's   Toy   Store,    Bakery   and   Ice    Cream   Parlor 

was  at  the  S.  E.  Cor.   of    12th  and  Broadway. 

(To  be  continued.) 
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A  RECORD  FOR  SERVICE 

AN  East  Bay  Water  Company  employee,  who  hugged  his  own  fireplace  so  tight  that  he 
caught  the  "flu,"  and  who  does  not  wish  his  name  to  be  made  known  for  fear  that  he 
might  be  dubbed  a  "statistician,"  an  "arithmetician,"  or  some  other  kind  of  a  "tician," 
worked  out  the  following  for  BUBBLES  and  sent  it  in  for  publication: 

Dear  Editor: 

While  resting  from  a  fierce  battle  with  four  or  five  million  germs  which  took  possession  of 
my  anatomy  and  put  up  a  fight  to  hold  their  ground,  I  decided  to  meander  around  the  Com- 
pany's property,  and  made  trips  which  extended  from  Ninth  and  Broadway  to  the  Oakland 
Corporation  Yard,  to  Richmond,  to  Berryman  Reservoir,  to  Twenty-first  Avenue  Pumping 
Plant,  to  Temescal  Lake,  to  Fitchburg  and  all  around,  and  was  very  much  impressed  with  the 
employees    I    met    at    the    several    stations. 

A  lot  of  these  men  would  be  wearing  stars  and  stripes  if  the  Company  followed  the  cus- 
tom of  the  railroads,  and  gave  an  employee  a  gold  stripe  for  every  five  years  up  to  twenty, 
and  a  star  for  every  five  years  thereafter.  For  instance,  there's  Garibaldi,  Caretaker  at  the 
Berryman  Reservoir,  Berkeley.  He  would  be  entitled  to  four  stripes  and  three  stars.  Fore- 
man McKinney  at  the  Oakland  Corporation  Yard,  was  non-committal  as  to  his  stretch  of 
service,  but  from  what  I  can  learn,  probably  he  could  wear  three  or  four  stripes,  also. 
Anyway  it's  hard  to  tell  his  age — he  might  be  an  old  young  man  or  a  young  old  man.  I 
noticed  that  he  drives  his  own  "chevy,"  and  the  boys  around  the  yard  say  he  understands 
perfectly,  all  the  mechanism  above  the  cushions  of  this  dear  little  "boat" — but  I'll  have  to 
let  up  on  "Mc." 

Anyway,    to    get   down   to   brass    tacks    and  write  what  I  started  in  to  write,  I  want  to  say 
that  I  met   twenty-one  men  who  have  been  employed  by  the  Water  Company  for  two  hundred 
and  five  years,   or  seventy-four  thousand,  eight  hundred  and  twenty-five  days,  or  five  hundred 
and  ninety-eight  thousand  and  six  hundred  hours,    or    thirty-five   million,    nine    hundred    sixteen 
thousand   minutes.     What   do   you    think   of    that   for   tune? 

Here's  the  way  in  which  I  arrived  at  these  figures.  I  found  that  Garibaldi,  whose  ances- 
tors have  a  place  in  the  history  of  the  world,  has  been  with  the  company  for  about  thirty-five 
years.  That  both  Firpo,  truckman,  and  Jensen,  who  performs  operations  on  the  meters  when 
they  have  appendicitis  and  other  intestinal  complications,  are  entitled  to  one  gold  stripe  each. 
That  C.  H.  Harry,  P.  E.  Horan,  P.  Shally,  C.  Brignolia,  G.  Hunter,  B.  Carroll,  J.  Pleich,  E. 
A.  Richmond,  J.  McKosker,  J.  J.  Kelly,  T.  Bettencourt,  Joe  Foster,  and  the  Harlow  Brothers 
at  Temescal  Lake,  have  all  been  with  the  "water  wagon"  for  a  term  that  would  entitle  them 
to  two  stripes  each.    (Note  that  I  wrote  "with"    the    "water   wagon" — not   "on"    that   vehicle). 

0.  Paladini,  truck  and  gang  foreman,  was  out  on  a  job  somewhere.  He  can  confess  to  his 
own  stripes  and  increase  the  figures  I  have  made;  so  can  J.  Horan,  T.  and  G.  foreman,  who  looks 
after  emergency  work,  also  E.  Wilson  of  the  city  of  Richmond,  where  the  church  choirs  sing 
"Blessed  be  John  D.  from  whom  oil  blessings  flow." 

In  closing  this  communication,  I  just  want  to  say  that  if  these  twenty-one  men  have 
put  away  ten  dollars  a  month  during  the  periods  of  their  employment,  they  now  have  some- 
thing like  twenty-five  thousand  dollars  between  them,  not  counting  the  compound  interest 
that    would   accrue.      Such   is    the   fruits    of   thrift. 

If  I  ever  catch  the  "flu"  again,  or  if  it  catches  me,  I  should  say,  and  I  live  through  it, 
and  you  let  me  have  a  couple  of  days  to  rest  up  on,  I'm  going  out  and  mingle  with  the  gang 
again  and  ask  em  if  they  have  any  of  this  twenty-five  "thou"  I  figured  they  should  have,  and 
if  they  haven't,  I'm  gonna  tell  'em  I'm  sorry,  after  I  have  gone  and  figured  it  all  out  for  'em. 
Now    I   better   quit   before    I   "Bubble"   over   and  queer  myself  with  the  whole  gang. 

Yours  truly,  B.  V.  D. 

P.  S. — Please  treat  this  as  confidential.     If  Joe  Foster  finds  me  out  he'll  let  his  horse  show 
me  the  size  of  shoe  he  wears. 
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WASHINGTON 

1732-1799 

THIS  month  we  celebrate  the  birthday 
of  a  great  leader  of  men.  The 
Father  of  His  Country,  realizing  that 
the  sun  was  setting  for  him,  left  his  famous 
Farewell  Address  as  a  message  to  his 
people.  Now,  over  a  century  after  the 
death  of  the  great  Washington,  we  wonder 
what  his  message  would  have  been  could  he 
have  foreseen  present  conditions. 

There  was  no  wireless  in  his  day;  he 
could  not  even  imagine  a  submarine  crossing 
the  ocean  and  bobbing  out  of  the  water  at 
Newport;  he  could  not  imagine  a  bird-man 
dropping  bombs  from  the  air. 

We  feel  that  Washington,  who  always 
was   practical,    would   be    the    first   to    admit 


that  the  rapid  march  of  progress  has  made 
some  of  his  parting  words  out  of  joint  with 
the  times. 

In     Washington's      day      the  American 

nation   may   have    felt   secure   in  the   motto, 

"For  ourselves   alone."      Today  the   life  of 

this  Republic  depends  upon  its  free  inter- 
course with  the  outside  world. 

Our  first  president  considered  the  consti- 
tution of  the  United  States  a  perfect  docu- 
ment but  during  the  past  one  hundred  years 
it  has  been  changed  eighteen  times.  New 
and  rapidly  changing  conditions  demand 
new  measures  and  methods.  The  world 
has  been  progressing  since  Washington's 
day,  but  unfortunately,  the  process  of  some 
men's  thinking  has  not  changed. 


LINCOLN 

1809-1865 

In  the  midst  of  our  reconstruction  troubles 
and  while  we  watch  the  process  of  healing 
the  world's  wounds,  we  can  find  comfort 
in  thinking  of  Lincoln. 

Every  man  and  woman  with  a  notion 
that  poverty  is  a  handicap  should  read  the 
life  of  this  great  emancipator. 

Lincoln  was  willing  to  pay  the  heavy  price 
of  achievement  and  he  paid  without  whining. 

Compare  his  chances  with  the  oppor- 
tunities our  modern  school  system  today 
offers  every  man,  woman  and  child,  Ameri- 
can and  foreign  born,  in  the  United  States, 
and  then  decide  whether  it  is  necessary  to 
fail  on  account  of  poverty. 

Think  of  a  man  who  could  retain  his 
sense  of  humor  all  through  the  terrible  days 
of  the  Civil  War.  Most  men  would  have 
been  crushed  beneath  such  a  weight. 

Lincoln  had  heart-breaking  obstacles  in 
his  path  every  day  of  his  life,  but  unlike 
the  disturbers  of  today  who  cry  about  the 
role  Fate  has  selected  for  them,  Lincoln 
went  ahead  doing  his  best,  and  the  world 
today  pays .  homage  to  his  greatness. 
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USE  YOUR  BRAINS  OR  LOSE 
YOUR  GRIP 

Grasp  and  incorporate  this  principle  into 
your  everyday  life.  The  measure  of  a 
man's  growth  is  as  much  the  measure  of 
what  he  gives  out  as  what  he  takes  in.  We 
cannot  hoard  up  learning  and  get  the  good 
of  it.  Read  and  put  to  use.  Turn  the 
principles  into  plans  and  policies  for  the 
good  of  the  business.  Share  your  knowl- 
edge and  enthusiasm  with  others.  Put  it 
into  practice  and  do  your  part  toward 
inspiring  and  lifting  men  and  women  into 
better  environment. 

We  are  calling  for  men  and  women  who 
can  do  big  things — men  and  women  who  can 
think  straight  and  constructively — men  and 
women  of  poise  and  judgment  who  can  hold 
their  heads  in  these  most  trying  times,  and 
by  their  wise  counsel  and  cool  action  help 
preserve  all  that  is  best  in  our  national  life 
and  insure  a  bigger,  better  and  happier 
future  for  themselves.  Average  men  we 
have  on  all  sides  whose  lives  run  in  narrow 
grooves,  who  are  in  a  rut,  and  through 
inertia  are  destined  to  remain  there.  But 
what  glorious  rewards  await  those  who  have 
substituted  the  thought  "I  will"  for  "I 
wish,"  and  by  developing  their  dormant 
mental  qualities  have  placed  themselves  on 
the  broad,  straight  road  that  leads  to  mental 
power  and  material  prosperity. 


CURB  YOUR  EGO 

Don't  exaggerate  your  own  importance  in 
the  scheme  of  nature.  A  pain  in  your  little 
finger  is  not  going  to  wreck  the  universe,  who- 
ever you  may  be.  You  owe  it  to  yourself 
and  your  employer  to  keep  your  body  in 
good  trim  but  not  to  "mollycoddle"  it  or 
"watch  yourself  live."  Women  who  expect 
to  advance  in  the  business  world  must 
remember  this  and  if  they  do  not  get  into 
the  game  of  life  and  play  it — squarely,  they 
are  a  hindrance  to  others  who  aspire  to 
greater  success.  Just  remember  that  when 
you  are  away  from  the  office,  oftentimes  on 
account  of  imaginary  ills,  you  are  placing  an 
additional  burden  on  your  co-workers  and 
gradually  lowering  the  efficiency  standard  of 
women  in  the  business  world. 


OUR  COLOSSAL  TASK 

This  is  a  vital  moment  for  the  Nation. 
On  the  state  of  mind  of  the  public  with 
relation  to  the  urgent  need  for  increased  pro- 
duction largely  rests  the  future  of  commerce 
and  industry.  Everybody  is  called  upon  to 
do  his  utmost — both  by  deed  and  action. 

There  is  a  perilous  shortage  of  com- 
modities. Unless  every  individual  performs 
his  fullest  measure  of  service,  production  will 
not  be  sufficient  to  provide  the  necessities  for 
our  own  Nation,  not  to  say  a  clamoring 
world.  Nothing  short  of  the  greatest 
speeding  up  will  check  farther  advances  in 
the  cost  of  living. 

A  few  forceful  words  by  merchants, 
manufacturers  and  individuals  right  now,  to 
emphasize  this  fact  and  to  inspire  the  public 
confidence  in  leadership,  will  give  a  whole- 
some impetus  to  industry  that  will  insure 
national   success. 

THE  MAIDENS'  PRAYER 

By  Adi  E.   Nosbig. 

Oh,  hear  us  dear  St.  Valentine, 
List  to  our  guileless  prayers ; 

At  morn,  and  noon  and  eventide, 
We  watch  the  winding  stairs, 

And  yet,  alas,  those  engineers 
Go  up  and  down,  nor  pause 

To  cast  one  tender  gazelet ! 

Dear  Saint,  what  is  the  cause? 

Do  we  not  wear  our  sheerest  gowns, 
(Which    are   the   latest   styles) 

And  fix  our  brows  enticingly, 

And  wreathe  our  lips  with  smiles? 

Oh,   tell   us  what's   the   matter,   Saint, 
Why  up  and  down  those  stairs 

Those  Circe-proof    (excepting  One!) 
Go  singly  and  in  pairs, 

Nor  turn  to  look  behind  them, 

Into  our  starry  eyes 
All   love-lit-up  like  everything, 

Oh  is  it  that  they're  wise? 

St.  Valentine,  oh,  hear  us, 

Make  soft  their  hearts  of  stone, 

Heed,  heed  our  vestal  orisons — 
We  can't  "step  out"  alone! 


February,   1 920 


BUBBLES" 


East  Bay  Water  Co. 


It  is  quite  easy  to  "make  both  ends 
meet"  if  you  wear  a  belt. 

Remember,  girls,  this  is  Leap  Year. 
Now,  let's  see  how  far  you  can  leap. 

If  capital  and  labor  "pull  together,"  the 
"in-betweens"  will  have  their  legs  pulled. 

Phoney    language:  "My    wires    is-  all 

busy."      "They   is?"      "Yes,    they  izzy!" 

There  are  lots  of  young  fellows  making 
good  wages  in  bolt  factories  doing  nutting. 

Be  careful  of  your  facial  expression. 
Don't  make  a  "Rye"  face — it's  against  the 
law. 

Distance  lends  enchantment — that's  why 
— many  fellows  care  so  little  for  "near" 
beer. 

The  ex-Kaiser's  dream  of  conquest  and 
gold  dust  turned  out  to  be  a  congest  of  saw 
dust. 

We  much  prefer  a  stenographer  who  is 
slow  and  correct  to  one  who  is  "fast  and 
neat." 

Assistant  United  States  Government  is 
surely  well  supplied  with  "medalsome"  navy 
heads. 

The  man  who  has  a  wife  that  smiles 
when  he  spills  ashes  on  the  rug  has  a  real 
home. 

Not  until  gasoline  skates  are  used  will 
people  "keep  to  the  right"  on  our  side- 
walks. 

Who  knows  but  what  some  of  that  self- 
confidence  you  think  you  have  is  just  pure 
conceit. 

Don't  talk  to  the  elevator  girl — she  wants 
to  read  her  book,  which  may  or  may  not 
"elevate-her." 

Why  not  a  new  era  since  we  have  Pro- 
hibition? 'F'rinstance,  Year  One,  A.  P. — 
(after  prohibition) 


A  distinctive  uniform  for  a  barber  who 
wished  to  advertise  his  business,  would  be 
one  make  of  haircloth. 

Want  ad  reads:  "Wanted  a  show 
window  by  a  lady  with  a  display  of  fine 
hosiery  and  underwear." 

English  has  not  been  adopted  as  a 
universal  language,  perhaps,  because  so  few 
of  us  are  able  to  speak  it. 

McAdoodle  came  to  town  a-ndin'  on  a 
pony;  they  stuck  a  "feather"  in  his  hat 
which  turned  out  to  be  "phoney." 

If  your  wife  should  ask  for  seal  skin  and 
from  credit  you're  remote,  just  overlook  the 
seal's  km  and  try  to  get  her  goat. 

Familiar  jawbreakers:  Przemysl,  Ezer- 
nowitz,  Lezajsk,  Szczakowa,  Chazanow, 
Drohobyze,  Besztercze,  Cjzxnzce. 

Holland  seems  to  be  a  sort  of  a  purgatory 
where  Kaisers  saw  wood  for  a  time,  pre- 
paring for  their  own   little  bonfire. 

About  income  tax  I  do  not  care;  regard- 
ing this  I'm  lax — but  I'd  like  some  one  with 
me  to  share,  the  bloomin'  outgo  tax. 

Ten  trainloads  of  gray  ape  juice  is  on 
the  way  for  the  Democratic  convention, 
which  is  a  guarantee  of  no  monkey  business. 

The  man  who  is  too  proud  to  fight  is 
seldom  too  proud  to  run,  unless  he's  para- 
lyzed from  fear  and  prays  for  death  to  come. 

It  is  rumored  that  doctors  are  contem- 
plating a  raise  in  their  charge  for  visits. 
Well,  if  they  are  too  high,  we  can  return 
them. 

There's  a  lot  of  fellows  who  never  drank 
water  until  lately;  now  they  are  surprised  at 
how  good  they  can  feel  by  using  it  exclu- 
sively. 

Have  you  noticed  how  the  sightseers  in 
rubber  neck  wagons  sit  still  and  take  the 
"back  talk"  from  the  guy  with  the  mega- 
phone. 
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The  high  cost  of  women's  shoes  is  the 
reason  why  many  of  them  refuse  to  dance 
with  a  clodhopper,  and  they  cannot  be 
blamed. 

Men  are  like  machines  in  a  way,  and 
there  is  as  much  difference  in  them  as  there 
is  between  a  sewing  machine,  a  cash  register 
and  a  motor. 

Since  women  have  voted,  no  judge  seems 
to  have  the  heart  to  deny  them  the  capital 
prize  in  the  Matrimonial  Lottery,  universally 
known  as  "alimony." 

The  fellow  who  cannot  grin  when  folks 
fall  down  or  hats  blow  away  is  the  kind  of 
a  guy  to  whom  we  say  "how'd  you  ever 
come  to  get  that  way?" 

It  isn't  hard  to  meet  expenses  these  days, 
we  meet  'em  every  time  we  turn  around. 
It's  the  meat  expenses  that  we  fear — they're 
increasing  by  the  pound. 

There's  a  land  that  is  dearer  than  this, 
where  prices  reach  clear  to  the  sky,  and  the 
poor  people  many  meals  miss  in  the  land  of 
sweet  buy  and  buy — Russia. 

Mary  had  a  little  Lamb,  with  canned 
peas  and  some  custard,  and  when  she  got 
her  check  she  stared  and  then  became  quite 
flustered — $3.85    plus  war   tax. 

The  owner  of  an  Oakland  shoe  shining 
parlor  has  four  sons  who  assist  him  in 
decorating  pedal  teguments.  Here's  a 
father  who  never  lacks  son  shine. 

There's  lots  of  "talk"  over  the  con- 
templated 75 -cent  hair  cut.  There's  just  as 
much  now  over  the  50-cent  operation,  unless 
you  happen  to  patronize  a  dumb  barber. 

If  the  girl  whom  you  are  calling  on  says 
"be  seated"  when  you  ask  her  where  you 
stand  in  her  affections,  you  ought  to  know 
from  where  you  sit  how  you  don't  stand. 

Obsolete      remarks:  "Here's      how!" 

"Let's  hoist  one!"  "Have  another!" 
"Here's  to  ya!"  Etc.,  Etc.  Are  you  dee- 
lighted  such  expressions  are  now  de-leted? 

'Twill  soon  be  time  for  me  and  you  to 
think  that  we  have  got  the  flu,  and  phone 
the  boss  we  cannot  come  to  work  today. 
The  boss  will  say  if  you  stay  away,  you  can 
not  come  another  day — because  I'm  onto 
you.      It's  hard  to  fool  the  boss. 


THE  LADY  OF   CHABOT 

By  Walter  R.  Curtin 

(With  apologies   to  A.  Tennyson.) 

On   either    side    the    damsite   nigh, 
Broad  fields   of  yellow  poppies   lie, 
That  clothe   the  wold  and  meet  the  sky, 
And  through  the  field  the  road  runs  by, 

To  many  towered  Oakland-o 

And  up  and  down  the  people  go, 
Gazing  where  the  lilies  grow, 
Round  a  tower  there  below, 

The  outlet  tower  of  Chabot. 

Willows   whiten ;    aspens   quiver, 
By   the   dam   that  blocks   the   river. 
Little  breezes  dusk  and  shiver, 
Thro'  the  wave  that's  barred  forever, 

From  flowing  down  to  Oakland-o 

Locked  within  a  dainty  bower, 
Hidden  high  within  the  tower, 
Pining  like  a  drooping  flower, 

Is    the   Lady   of   Chabot. 

But  who  hath  seen  her  wave  her  hand, 
Or  is  she  known  in  all  the  land, 
Or  hath  her  form  been  ever  scanned, 
By  any  member  of  the  band, 

That  riots  out  from  Oakland-o 

Sometimes  revellers,  making  merry, 
In  the  moonlight  bright  and  airy, 
Think  they  see  a  dainty  fairy, 

In   the   Tower   of  Chabot. 

At  a  loom  by   night   and   day, 
She  weaves   a  web  with  colors   gay. 
She  hath  heard  a  whisper  say, 
A  curse  is  on  her  if  she  stay, 

To  look  down  to  Oakland-o 

She  knows  not  what  the  curse  may  be, 
And  so  she  weaveth  steadily, 
And  little  other  care  hath  she, 

The  Lady  of  Chabot. 

Mirrored  in  a  glass   of  cheer, 
That  stands  before  her  all  the  year, 
Visions  of   the   world   appear. 
There  she  sees   the  highway  near, 

Winding  down   to  Oakland-o 

Of  the  world  her  only  view, 

Is   mirrored  in   the   amber  brew. 

"But  what  I  see  is  always  true." 

Says   the  Lady  of  Chabot. 

In  her   web   she   still   delights, 

To  weave  the  mirror's  magic  sights, 

But  best   of  all   she  loves   the  Knights, 

Though  some  she  thinks  are  surely  frights, 

That  ride  from  Oakland-o 
Of  those  she  sees,  here  are  a  few, 
That  come  into  her  magic  view. 
"I   wish   I   had   a  Knight   or   two." 

Says    the   Lady   of   Chabot. 
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With  engine  purring  like  a  cat, 

A  Buick  came  across  the  flat. 

Within   a  lengthy  driver  sat, 

She   knows   him   well,   Sir   Magerstadt, 

Riding   out   from   Oakland-o. 

She  weaves  him  in  with  greatest  care, 
And  sometimes  too,  a  maiden  there, 
"Provided  she  be  young  and  fair," 

Says    the   Lady   of  Chabot. 


Sir  West  she  sees  but  once  a  year ; 
He  comes  on  foot;    she  thinks  it  queer. 
"He's  taking  stock!"  she  cries  in  fear, 
"I  hope  he  doesn't  take  my  beer," 

"It's  getting  scarce  in  Oakland-o. 

His  trusty  Squire  he  brings  along, 

To  see  his  count  is  never  wrong. 

"Who  does  the  work  when  they  are  gone?" 

Says   the   Lady   of   Chabot. 


Now  hear   the   gentle   maidens  sigh, 
As   bold  Sir  Klaus   comes   riding  by. 
"He   sees   us   not,"    they   sadly  cry, 
"But    rides    alone;    we    wonder    why?" 

Say  the  maids  of  Oakland-o. 

"He's  faithful  to  some  fair  unknown, 

Hidden  in  a  distant  home, 

And  never  lets   his   fancy  roam," 

Says   the   Lady   of   Chabot. 


Up  and  down  Childe  Harold  blows, 
Gazing  where   the  lily   grows. 
What  he  does  or  where  he  goes, 
Is  a  secret  no  one  knows, 

On  the  streets  of  Oakland-o. 

When  he   comes,    the   maidens   flee, 
Shrieking  wild,   "He's   after  me." 
"It  surely  is  a  sight  to  see," 

Says   the   Lady  of  Chabot. 


The  Chief  Accountant  drives  a  skeeter, 
Painted  white ;    there's  nothing  neater, 
Its  engine  is   a  water  meter, 
It's  like  a  flea,  only  fleeter, 

Skipping  round  in  Oakland-o. 

He's  from  sunny  Tennessee, 

The  home  of  Southern  Chivalry. 

"His  pocket's   full  of  moonshine-skee," 

Says    the   Lady   of   Chabot. 


His    tinny    Lizzie    rattles    free, 

Like  to  some  bunch  of  junk  we  see, 

In  an  iron  founderie, 

Or  sometimes  in  a  cannerie, 

In  the  slums  of  Oakland-o. 

"Perhaps  he  comes  to  set  me  free, 
From  the  one  who  captured  me, 
And  keeps  me  in  captivity," 

Says    the   Lady   of  Chabot. 


With  a  smile   that's  soft  and  bland, 
There  comes   an   agent  selling  land. 
He   sells   adobe   and   calls   it   sand, 
He  must  lie   or  he'll  be  canned. 

Say  they  of  Oakland-o. 

Talking  land  was  once  his  game, 
But  ever  since  the  baby  came, 
The  subject's  never  been  the  same, 

Says   the   Lady   of   Chabot. 


With  raven  hair  and  eyes  of  blue, 
That  sparkle  bright  like  thistle  dew, 
Satin  skin,  and  form  more   true, 
Than  ever  any  artist  drew, 

Came  the  Queen  of  Oakland-o. 

"They  say  she's  fairer  far  than  me ; 
I  must  die,  but  I  will  see." 
Raving  wild  with  jealousie, 

Cried  the  Lady  of  Chabot. 


Sir   Traver   says,   "I   always    trust, 
The  midnight  hour  for  things   to  bust. 
The  people  then  can't  see  my  dust. 
I  may  wear  out  but  never  rust," 

Charging  round  in  Oakland-o. 

She  weaves  him  in,  but  'tis  a  blur, 
He  dashes  by  with  such  a  whirr, 
He  is  by  far  too   swift  for  her, 

The  Lady  of  Chabot. 


She  left  the  web,  she  left  the  loom, 
She  made  three  paces  through  the  room, 
She  braved  the  curse  and  met  her  doom, 
She  gazed  on  beauty  in  full  bloom, 

She  looked  down  to  Oakland-o. 

Out  flew  the  web  and  floated  roun', 
The  beer  upset  and  soaked  her  gown, 
"The  curse  has  come,  I'll  surely  drown ! " 

Shrieked  the  Lady  of  Chabot. 


Sir  Farrell  close  upon  his  heels, 
Rushes  by  with  flying  wheels, 
He  hasn't  any  time  for  meals, 
The  need  of  sleep  he  never  feels. 
Fixing 


Sixteen  hours  out  of  "tin," 

He  works  himself  and  all  his  "min," 

"No  wonder  he  is  getting  thin," 

Says   the  Lady  of  Chabot. 


The  lake  rose  up  and  chilled  her  feet, 
She  fell  into  an  endless  sleep, 
The  water  dogs  around  her  creep, 
The  bats  fly  in  with  noisy  squeak, 
leaks  in  Oakland-o.  That's  heard  in  Oakland-o. 

Says  childish  Harold,  "Hear  the  roar ! 
The  lake  is   full  and  running  o'er" ; 
But  it  is  the  endless  snore, 

Of    the    Lady    of   Chabot. 
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CORRESPONDENTS 


OAKLAND  -BERKELEY 
ALAMEDA-  RICHMOND 
CORPORATION  YARD 


J.    P.    FlEBERLING 

Correspondent 


OAKLAND  DIVISION 

GENERAL  OFFICES — Engineer  Mag- 
erstadt  has  been  eating  gum  drops  for 
the  past  two  or  three  months  but  we 
are  now  informed  that  he  is  willing  to  tackle 
rock  candy. 

I   know   a   man   in   this   building    and   he 
really   owns    72    cases 
of  wine.      Am   I   cul- 
tivating  him?    Am    I! 

Why  the  perpetual 
smile  on  Shorty's  face. 
He  is  in  blissful  con- 
tent these  days.  We 
wonder  if  his  picture 
in  the  last  issue  of 
Bubbles  had  any- 
thing to  do  with  it. 
Anyway  keep  it  up, 
we  like  you  good 
natured. 

Wish  brother  Klaus 
would  do  something 
devilish  once  in  a  while.  But  boy — be 
careful  and  watch  yo'  step.  If  we  get  a 
chance  to  pan  you,  we'll  do  it. 

Accountant  Smith — a  rare  specimen — al- 
ways good  natured  when  he  is  busy.  Who 
said  he  was  ever  busy? 

Mr.  Windowshade  Curtin  is  going  to  ask 
for  a  transfer  to  Alameda  on  the  22d  of 
each  month  but  he  wants  it  distinctly  under- 
stood that  he  will  return  on  the  6th. 

Why  are  some  men  called  to  take  the 
elevator  while  others  trip  down  the  golden 
stairs?      Vy  iss  it. 

There  seems  to  be  quite  a  demand  for 
horses  these  days.  The  other  day  I  heard 
Mr.  Daniels  trying  to  sell  Harry  some  kind 
of  a  horse.  He  said  it  was  in  a  warehouse. 
This  particular  horse  was  1  0  years  old  and 
1 00  proof.  Harry  asked  how  much  he 
wanted  for  the  horse  and  Mr.  D.  said  $  1  00 
but  Harry  said,  "I  want  that  horse  all  right 
because  I  know  that  kind  is  hard  to  get  but 
the  price  is  too  stiff  for  a  married  man."  It 
must  have  been  some  horse  all  right  but  I 
cannot  understand  why   they   should   keep   a 


horse  in  a  warehouse.  I  heard  them  say  it 
was  in  a  warehouse  at  one  time. 

Cupid  has  been  firing  darts  at  the  Engi- 
neering Department  since  the  mistletoe  days 
of  Christmas.  Romeo  and  Juliet  had 
nothing  on  the  Engineering  Department  when 
it  comes  to  climbing  the  golden  stairs.  Mr. 
Klaus  says  that  he  knows  from  experience 
that  a  great  deal  of  this  mistletoe  business  is 
plain  bluff. 

Robert,  our  genial  pilot,  was  "on  the  job" 
during  the  busy  days  of  January.  It  was 
"Bob  do  this  and  Bob  do  that"  from  the 
stenographic  division  and  he  was  always 
willing  and  responded  with  a  regular  smile. 
We  thank  you. 

Brother  Curtin  was  out  a  few  days  try- 
ing to  discover  a  flu  germ,  but  after  due 
diligence  he  decided  it  was  just  a  common, 
ordinary,  every-day,  honest  to  goodness  cold. 
It  is  not  everyone  who  can  catch  the  high- 
brow diseases. 

Miss  Blake  to  Mrs.  Gee:  "Why  is  it,  I 
can't  get  that  through  my  head,  after  you 
have  told  me  so  often?" 

Mrs.  Gee:  "It's  too  crowded." 

Capt.  Harry's  motto:    "Get  busy." 

Oakland  Business  Office — A  few 
days  ago  we  visited  our  future  home  on  Six- 
teenth Street,  and  we  are  pleased  to  report 
that  it  is  rapidly  being  completed.  In  a  very 
short  time  we  will  probably  be  located  there 
and  it  will  certainly  be  a  relief  to  get  into  a 
new  atmosphere. 

Margaret  Johnson,  our  stenographer,  has 
resigned  on  account  of  the  stress  of  family 
duties  and  Leona  Atkisson  has  taken  her 
place. 

Ruth  E.  Charles  is  a  new  comer  in  our 
midst.  She  is  assisting  Miss  Pollard  in  the 
Turn-off  Department  and  takes  the  place  of 
Elsie  Knowles,  who  resigned  to  take  up  the 
more  important  duties  of  matrimony. 

It  is  with  regret  that  we  chronicle  the 
death  of  Mrs.  Jenkins,  wife  of  our  head 
janitor,  Clarence  Jenkins.  Mrs.  Jenkins  had 
pneumonia  and  was  ill  but  a  short  time. 
She  is  survived  by  two  little  children.  All 
extend  deepest  sympathy. 
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The  Penny  Ante  Club  still  has  its  ses- 
sions, but  sad  to  say,  they  are  vera,  vera  dry. 
Abe  Solomon  is  still  the  lucky  guy.  Abe 
says  while  his  losses  are  small,  he  shies  at 
any  suggestions  to  plunge  a  little. 

Miss  Ann  Norling  has  been  transferred 
from  the  Collection  to  the  Billing  Depart- 
ment, and  Miss  Edith  Whittier  moved  from 
the  Billing  to  the  Collection   Department. 

"Drinky"  the  dean  of  the  collection  force 
reports  that  he  had  a  narrow  escape  while 
collecting  in  the  suburbs  the  other  day.  He 
came  to  a  large  place  surrounded  by  quite  a 
bit  of  ground,  the  house  being  quite  a  dis- 
tance from  the  sidewalk.  He  opened  the 
gate  and  just  as  he  got  inside,  was  met  by  a 
big  Newfoundland  dog,  which  very  quietly 
walked  by  his  side,  but  as  soon  as  "Drinky" 
started  up  the  steps,  the  fire-works  started. 
The  pup  got  rather  playful  and  tried  to  bite 
off  Drink's  ear.  He  probably  would  have 
treated  him  rough  had  the  lady  of  the  house 
not  arrived  on  the  scene  in  time  to  call  the 
bout  a  draw.  In  the  future  the  bill  will  be 
mailed  as  "Drinky"  says  he's  no  animal 
tamer  and  life  insurance  and  funerals  are 
too  high. 

Just  recently  several  of  us  were  myste- 
riously notified  to  meet  on  a  dark  evening, 
at  the  Richmond  office.  We  were  met  by 
Manager  Clark,  Master  of  Ceremonies,  and 
several  other  candidates  who  were  desirous 
of  receiving  the  ancient  and  solemn  degree 
of  the  Court  of  Bacchus.  Quietly  winding 
our  way  through  darkened  streets  and 
gloomy  oil  tanks,  thence  along  a  winding 
cliff  road  beside  the  bay,  ever  climbing 
upward,  Excelsior!  we  finally  came  to  our 
goal.  We  will  here  draw  the  curtain  as  we 
took  a  solemn  obligation  to  keep  inviolate  all 
the  mysteries  of  the  degree,  but  I  will  say 
that  we  got  all  that  was  coming  to  us  and 
some  of  us  more  than  enough  but,  Ye  Gods 
— it  was  a  glorious  evening,  well  spent, 
among  good  fellows,  in  an  Oasis  on  the 
Great  American  Desert. 

F.  Cressy  of  the  Turn-off  Department 
has  been  absent  a  few  days  with  a  lame  back 
which  he  claims  was  due  to  cranking  his 
Lizzie.  All  right,  let  it  go  at  that.  We  are 
glad  you  are  back  again,  Frank. 

"Lager"  Bush  looks  kind  of  gloomy  these 
days  and  is  losing  weight,  too.  Answer: 
Adieu,  two  and  three-quarters  per  cent. 


Meter-Reader  Loyd  Raymond  has  re- 
signed. Ray  O'Connor  has  been  trans- 
ferred from  the  Corporation  Yard  to  fill  the 
vacancy.  Ray  is  our  cartoon  specialist  and 
he  thinks  his  new  position  will  give  him  a 
better  opportunity  to  get  the  "dope"  on  some 
of  the  boys  for  future  drawings. 

Latest  reports  from  Miss  St.  Pierre  would 
indicate  that  she  is  improving  nicely  and  will 
soon  be  in  good  physical  condition.  We  are 
glad  to  hear  this  as  she  is  one  of  our  best 
and  most  energetic  workers. 

Grace  Sparrow  received  a  letter  from 
Edith  Leeming,  former  Assistant  Cashier. 
She  is  located  in  her  old  home  town  of 
Globe,  Arizona,  and  if  the  oracle  speaks 
aright,  she  will  soon  be  a  blushing  bride. 
She  also  forwarded  a  box  of  cactus  candy 
for  the  office  and  we  all  had  a  party  on  her 
treat.  It  seems  good  to  have  our  former 
employees  think  kindly  of  us  once  in  a  while, 
and  when  it  is  something  to  eat,  we  are  for 
you  strong. 

The  "Flu"  epidemic  has  shown  up  again 
this  year,  but  to  date  has  not  seriously 
invaded  our  ranks.  With  the  exception  of  a 
few  slight  colds,  the  office  force  has  been 
remarkably  well  and  we  hope  that  the  good 
luck  will  stay  with  us  during  the  rest  of  the 
year. 

We  often  see  Fred  Brownell  making  fast 
time  between  points,  in  his  Henry.  He  has 
a  habit  of  shooting  corners  on  one  wheel. 
Fred,  be  careful,  for  if  that  one  wheel  should 
ever  fail  you,  you  might  get  a  job  playing 
the  harp  for  old  St.  Peter. 

Our  old  friend  Bob  Hughes  recently  paid 
us  a  visit.  He  looks  well  and  happy  and  we 
are  always  glad  to  have  him  call. 

All  the  meter  readers  are  jealous  of  John 
Wilson.  They  claim  he  had  his  picture  in 
the  paper  as  the  head  of  the  East  Bay  Water 
Company's  add,  but  John  says  it  was  another 
fellow  who  wore  a  black  mask.  What's 
John  trying  to  do — kid  us? 

We  understand  meter  reader  Tuckett  has 
a  floating  kidney.  Being  in  the  water  busi- 
ness, we  don't  see  how  it  could  be  anything 
else. 

Johnny  Larsen  has  been  eating  yeast  cakes 
for  his  health.  He  says  he  was  told  they 
would  clear  the  complexion  and  fill  a  person 
with  jazz.  If  we  were  going  to  diagnose  his 
case  we  would  say  he  was  endeavoring  to 
increase  the  crop  of  hair  on  his  shining  dome. 
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"Superintendent"  Tevis  Craft  says  he 
doesn't  mind  a  shower  bath  if  given  in  the 
right  way  but  does  object  to  pot-shots  given 
without  warning.  If  you  care  to  know  the 
rest  of  the  story,  ask  him. 

"Bobbie"  Murdock  has  been  having  a 
serious  time  with  the  flu.  We  hope  she  will 
soon  be  back  to  normal  and  jolly  the  passing 
throng  in  the  same  old  way. 

No  more  high  life  for  Jupiter  Pluvius 
Fieberling  for  a  while.  He  thought  he 
needed  a  regular  meal  and  wanted  to  feel 
like  a  million  dollars,  so  he  hied  to  a  famous 
hostelry  in  town  and  the  result  was  ptomaine 
poisoning.  He  says  ham  and  will  be  good 
enough  for  him  for  some  time. 

With  a  short  month,  five  Sundays  and  two 
holidays,  the  addressograph  department  is 
showing  SOME  speed  but  the  girls  state  they 
will  have  the  work  all  out  on  schedule  time 
as  usual. 

Marion  E.  Smith  is  our  new  clerk  and 
typist.     She  takes  the  place  of  Roily  Schott. 

Sluicings  From  San  Pablo  Project 
— The   Dam  is  now  at  the   275-foot  level. 

January  was  a  record  month,  the  amount 
of  material  moved  exceeded  1 00,000  cubic 
yards. 

At  the  present  rate  of  progress  the  San 
Pablo  Project  will  be  turned  over  to  the 
Operating  Department  within  a  few  months. 

In  about  thirty  days  the  Outlet  Tunnel 
will  be  completed. 

The  Wash  Water  Tank,  Aerator  and  the 
Coagulation  Basin  are  finished,  the  Filter 
Beds  are  about  completed  and  the  Head 
House  is  progressing  rapidly. 

Ed.  Taylor  has  been  ill  for  two  weeks. 

Around  our  job  you  are  compelled  to  lis- 
ten to  things  like  this — 

Hawley:  "For  the  love  of  Mike,  Hurry 
Up" 

Green:      "Pork  is  getting  expensive." 

Jerry  Jones:  "I'll  never  wear  a  pair  of 
Pig  Skin  gloves" 

Alberts:  "Next  month  we'll  handle  more 
material  than  we  have  ever  handled  before" 

Leon  Cokeley:  "The  aggregate  sum  of 
the  pressures  is  clearly  the  sum  of  the  rotat- 
ing forces  experienced  in  collision  with  the 
different  particles  of  Arindon  and  the  justi- 
fication of  this  supposition  in  its  complete 
density  will  appear  later" 

The  road  up  the  Canyon  is  in  splendid 
shape  now  and  visitors  are  always  welcome. 


Marilla  M. 
Williams 

Correspondent 


CORPORATION  YARD 

Irving    S.    Domes,    former    warehouse- 
man,   has   resigned   to    accept    a   position 
with  the  California  Cap  Works  in  Stege. 
We  all  hope  that  Irving  will  meet  with  great 
success  in  his  new  undertaking.     John  Griffin 
has  been  advanced  to  the  place  made  vacant 
by    Irving,    and    from 
all      appearances      we 
are  sure  things  will  be 
kept  in  A-l    condition. 

Supt.  J.  S.  Stevens 
met  with  an  accident 
during  the  last  rain 
storm,  when  his  ma- 
chine skidded  into  the 
curb.  "J.  S."  escaped 
with  a  few  minor  in- 
juries and  is  now  fully 
recovered.  The  ma- 
chine was  immediate- 
ly taken  to  the  garage 
and  after  a  few  days 
of  quietness  and  expert  nursing  was  restored 
to  its  former  health. 

Al  Clark,  foreman  of  the  Garage,  is  still 
doctoring  the  poor  unfortunate  "Henrys" 
and  "Lizzies"  and  so  far  is  meeting  with 
great  success  in  bringing  them  back  to  their 
former  condition. 

Farmer  "Bill"  Johnson  has  added  six 
new  hens  to  his  collection  of  live  stock. 
Wonder  if  Mr.  Johnson  is  trying  to  start  a 
chicken  ranch  to  sell  eggs  to  the  employees 
of  the  yard.  Let's  hope  he  will  find  his 
fortune  in  his  new  enterprise. 

The  machine  shop  crew  have  been  work- 
ing night  and  day  for  the  past  few  weeks 
overhauling  a  pump  from  the  Alvarado 
Pumping  Plant. 

Supt.  L.  L.  Farrell  has  been  very  busy 
of  late  installing  several  large  extensions. 
He  has  been  called  out  during  the  night  on 
several  occasions  in  the  past  month  and  is 
thinking  of  selling  his  blankets  and  buying  a 
lantern. 

Chief  Carpenter  Hunter  has  just  finished 
painting  the  cover  of  Berryman  Reservoir 
which  has  improved  the  appearance  of  the 
reservoir    1 00  per  cent. 

C.  Carlo,  formerly  with  the  Street  Repair 
crew,  left  the  employ  of  the  Company  to 
seek  his  fortune  in  farming  near  Merced. 
We  all  hope  success  will  be  with  him. 
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During  the  last  year  C.  Maleton  and  his 
crew  made  quite  an  enviable  record  on  the 
street  repair  work.  The  amount  gained 
was  $5,128.57  which  was  $1,136.98  more 
than  was  gained  during  the  year  1918. 

Yard  Foreman  Ed.  McKinney  is  the 
same  old  "Mac"  at  all  times.  Good  natured 
and  ready  to  lend  a  helping  hand  to  all. 

J.  Nelson  has  been  playing  the  role  of 
nurse  for  the  past  two  weeks  on  account  of 
all  members  of  his  family  having  the 
influenza.  We  all  can  imagine  what  a 
wonderful  nurse  girl  "Jim"  is  making. 

Arnold  Westphal  is  a  new  addition  to 
our  Garage  force.  So  far  he  seems  to  be 
a  very  energetic  young  man  and  we  hope  he 
will  keep  up  his  reputation. 

An  Oldsmobile  truck  was  recently  pur- 
chased for  the  use  of  Chief  Mechanic 
Traver's  field  crew.  This  truck  will  be  a 
great  asset  to  his  department. 


"Pop"  Walter  Anderson,  our  Black- 
smith, has  been  confined  to  his  home  for  the 
last  few  days  on  account  of  illness.  We  are 
glad  to  report  that  "Pop"  is  back  on  the 
job  again. 

B.  Carroll  was  recently  transferred  from 
Chief  Carpenter  Hunter's  force  to  Supt. 
Farrell's  division.  His  work  consists  of 
installing  a  new  1 6-inch  main  extension  at 
the  San  Lorenzo  Booster. 

Foreman  "Bill"  Johnson  has  just  finished 
overhauling  the  30-inch  main  between  Mt. 
Eden  and  Alvarado. 

Our  sympathy  and  condolence  are  con- 
veyed through  the  columns  of  BUBBLES  to 
A.  Louie  and  family  in  the  loss  of  their 
beloved  sister  and  daughter  who  passed 
away  recently  after  a  short  illness  of  the 
influenza. 

F.  Isoard  is  a  new  acquisition  to  the 
machine  shop  crew. 


A  meeting  of  the  construction  and  maintenance  foremen;  service  men;  meter  read- 
ers and  construction  and  maintenance  official},  Corporation  Yard,  Oakland.  The  gen- 
tleman presiding  at  the  meeting  was  presented  with  a  large  fence  maul  to  be  used  as 
a  gavel  and  it  was  used  most  vigorously. 

Front    Row — F.    S.    Cressey,    Sol    Hyman,    Fred    Brownell    P.    Horan,    H.    Middleton. 

Second    Row — R.    O'Connor,    R.    Waterman,    F.    Bush,    J.    Horan,    P.    Shally. 

Third   Row — J.   Nelson,    E.   Esola,    G.   Zannetti,    0.   Paladini. 

Fourth   Row — R.   Holroyd,    C.    Brignolia,    A.   Mercia,    J.    D.   Wilson,    L.    R.    Rue,   W.    0.    Schaefer,    R.   H.    Cavanauch. 

Last  Row — J.   G.  Larsen,  W.   J.  Dutton,  J.  S.  Stevens,    Chas.   Fiererling,   C.   M.   Tuckett,   Frank   Pretti,   L.   L.   Farrell. 
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W.  H.  Blais 

Correspondent 


OUR  Managing  Editor  phoned  us  a  few 
days  ago  to  get  busy  and  write  some 
notes  for  the  current  issue  of  BUB- 
BLES. We  were  also  instructed  to  gather 
enough  notes  to  fill  a  page  in  our  magazine. 
In  checking  up  in  past  issues  we  found  that 
in  the  majority  of  cases 
one  column  sufficed. 
But  not  to  be  outdone 
here  goes  with  shovel, 
rake   and   typewriter: 

A  few  weeks  ago 
our  stenographer,  Miss 
C.  Smith  was  out 
motoring  with  some 
friends  when  their 
machine  skidded  and  i 
of  course  at  this  criti- 
cal moment  another 
machine  had  to  come 
along  and  mix  things. 
They    were    all    quite 

fortunate  in  getting  off  with  a  few  scratches 
and  a  number  of  bruises.  Miss  Smith  was 
able  to  resume  her  duties  the  next  morning 
although  limping  quite  badly.  Miss  Smith 
says  she  is  off  autos  for  life.    I  wonder. 

Our  assistant  cashier,  Miss  E.  Gillen,  has 
been  paying  visits  to  the  dentist  of  late.  She 
was  quite  nervous  at  first  but  now  can  hardly 
wait  for  the  next  appointment.  We  wonder 
who  he  is  and  if  it  is  serious. 

Of  late  Miss  Higgins  has  been  acting 
very  mysteriously.  We  can  hardly  under- 
stand her.  She  is  smiling  all  the  time  and 
when  her  day's  work  is  completed  she  shoots 
through  the  office  door  like  a  shot  out  of  a 
cannon  and  out  of  sight  in  a  jiffy.  Of  course 
we  understand  this  is  leap  year,  but  we  do 
hope  we  won't  lose  her  just  yet. 

Mr.  Holroyd,  better  known  as  "Dick" 
says,  "This  is  a  fine  month.  Just  think, 
twenty-nine  days  and  seven  holidays.  Isn't 
that  dandy.  Seven  days,  just  about  enough 
time  for  me  to  count  the  number  of  almond 
blossoms  over  on  the  ranch." 

The  service  crews  have  hardly  time  to 
catch  their  breath  these  days.  During  the 
month  of  January  they  installed  forty-five 
new  services  and  for  February  we  have 
already  received  fifty-five  applications. 
Amongst  the  contractors  the  two  applying  for 
the   largest   number  were   C.    E.    Burks    for 


nine  services  on  Hopkins  St.  between  Colusa 
and  Josephine  and  C.  M.  MacGregor  for 
four  services  on  Peralta  near  Posen.  If 
business  keeps  on  increasing  with  leaps  and 
bounds  like  this,  which  we  hope  it  does,  we 
too  will  have  to  be  looking  for  much  larger 
quarters. 

Before  I  leave  off  I  must  give  you  a  list 
of  "Our  Office  Rules."  "When  you  arrive 
at  the  office  in  the  morning  walk  around  and 
ask  everyone  regarding  their  health;  that's 
polite  and  will  greatly  strengthen  and  sharpen 
the  mind  for  the  day's  labor. 

"Always  talk  loud  so  that  everyone  can 
hear  you.  Those  that  do  not  work  like  to 
hear  you,  and  those  that  do  work  like  to  have 
something  to  swear  over  and  put  the  blame 
on  if  they  make  mistakes. 

"If  you  see  anyone  working,  go  and  ask 
him  any  old  question,  preferably  something 
he  doesn't  know.  Everyone  likes  to  be  con- 
sidered an  authority  on  things  that  he  knows 
nothing  about,  and  you  may  get  some  unpre- 
judiced advice. 

"When  you  want  a  telephone  number, 
yell  as  loud  as  you  can.  It  sounds  nice  and 
outsiders  who  happen  to  be  in  the  office  will 
think  of  the  pleasures  of  Coney  Island. 

"Always  use  cuss  words  when  you  have  a 
chance.  It  gives  importance  to  what  you 
say  and  the  boys  may  learn  some  "new 
ones." 

"When  you  hear  a  new  story,  tell  it  to 
everyone.  There  is  nothing  like  a  good  story 
to  kill  time  and  refresh  the  mind. 

"If  you  see  two  talking,  always  'but  in' 
and  ask  some  questions.  They  might  just  as 
well  do  two  things  at  the  same  time.  If  they 
have  any  brains,  it  will  be  good  mental  exer- 
cise; if  they  have  none,  it's  'allee  samee'. 

"When  you  want  to  consult  with  some- 
one, go  and  sit  down  on  his  desk  or  table, 
and  throw  cigar  ashes  around  on  the  floor. 
That  will  make  everyone  feel  at  home,  and 
gives  the  scrub  woman  a  chance  to  earn  her 
wages. 

"And  lastly  when  you  have  nothing  to 
do,  go  into  the  drawing  room  and  hang  over 
a  table.  The  boys  there  are  very  sociable 
and  will  enjoy  your  presence." 

If  you  have  no  set  of  office  rules  these  are 
as  good  as  any.  They  are  a  proven  success 
here. 
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Geo.  A.  McKean 

Correspondent 


ALAMEDA  DIVISION 

THE  City  of  Alameda  and  in  fact  the 
whole  East  Bay  section  is  anxiously 
awaiting  the  decision  of  Secretary 
Daniels  in  selecting  a  site  for  a  Naval  Base 
on  San  Francisco  Bay.  The  Honorable 
Secretary  should  have  no  difficulty  in  decid- 
ing this  question  con- 
sidering that  both  the 
Helm  Commission  and 
the  McKean  Commit- 
tee have  chosen  Ala- 
meda as  the  most  suit- 
able location  in  every 
particular  and  together 
with  the  fact  that  Ala- 
meda has  voted,  al- 
most unanimously,  to 
present  the  United 
States  Government 
with  title  to  something 
over  five  thousand 
acres  should  certainly 
tend  to  aid  in  the  Secretary's  decision.  This 
naval  base,  when  completed,  will  be  the 
largest  in  the  world,  and  not  only  will  Ala- 
meda receive  benefit  but  all  the  adjacent 
cities  will  share  in  the  prosperity  bound  to 
follow  such  a  huge  enterprise;  so  let  us  all 
pull  together   for  the  East  Bay   community. 

We  are  very  happy  to  report  that  business 
is  still  going  on  at  the  old  stand,  although  it 
looked  for  a  time  as  though  we  would  have 
to  vacate  the  premises  in  a  hurry  and  seek 
a  cooler  spot  for  our  business  activities.  All 
this  excitement  was  caused  by  a  fire  which 
before  it  was  under  control  wiped  out  a  block 
and  a  half  of  the  business  section  of  our 
town.  Our  office  was  right  in  the  path  of  the 
falling  cinders  and  in  fact  the  building  was 
on  fire  in  three  different  places  at  the  same 
time  and  if  we  hadn't  taken  precautions  to 
have  men  stationed  on  the  roof,  who  met 
every  little  blaze  with  a  bucket  of  water,  we 
would  now  be  writing  little  items  for  BUB- 
BLES from  an  entirely  new  address. 

Too  much  credit  can  not  be  given  to  Mr. 
James  Finch  who  was  the  first  to  discover 
that  our  building  was  afire  on  the  roof.  James 
made  two  round  trips  from  roof  to  basement 
and  incidentally  broke  all  records  for  the 
hundred  yard  dash  straight  up  in  the  air. 
This  performance  is  quite  remarkable  when 


you  consider  that  Jim's  lines  run  more  to 
comfort  than  speed.  Mr.  Louis  Farrell,  City 
Superintendent,  was  also  on  the  job  superin- 
tending the  closing  of  gates  and  standing  by 
ready  to  meet  any  emergency. 

We  are  very  sorry  to  announce  the  resig- 
nation of  Miss  Merle  Feidler  from  her  posi- 
tion in  our  office.  Miss  Feidler  contemplates 
spending  a  few  weeks  out  in  the  country 
where  horse-back  riding  and  all  the  luxuries 
of  a  modern  farm  will  be  enjoyed.  We  will 
all  miss  her  pleasant  smile  and  gentle  man- 
ners very  much  and  sincerely  hope  that 
health  and  happiness  will  be  with  her  always. 

Miss  Thelma  Nordlund,  who  has  already 
shown  her  ability  to  cope  with  the  many  dif- 
ferent situations  arising  in  our  office,  is  now 
occupying  Miss  Feidler's  desk  and  we  expect 
to  write,  in  the  future,  many  nice  things  con- 
cerning Thelma's  activities. 

George  Hunter  and  his  force  of  men 
found  time  to  drop  in  on  us  and  make  some 
very  necessary  repairs  to  our  office  building. 
George  is  a  great  admirer  of  our  building 
and  states  that  it  is  built  stronger  than  a 
Mexican  fort. 

Messrs.  Westover  and  Wyman  of  the 
Engineering  force  made  us  their  annual  visit 
in  the  interest  of  stock  taking.  These  two 
young  men  completed  their  job  in  short  order 
and  were  on  their  way  seeking  other  fields 
to  conquer. 

A  very  difficult  repair  job  on  our  Park 
Street  main  has  just  been  successfully  com- 
pleted under  the  direction  of  F.  J.  Klaus 
of  the  Engineering  department.  This  partic- 
ular work  was  made  necessary  when  a 
dredger  at  work  in  the  estuary  ran  foul  of 
our  submerged  main  and  started  to  cut  it 
up  with  its  ninety-five  ton  chopper.  It  was 
impossible  to  determine  the  exact  nature  of 
the  break,  but  after  getting  reports  from  the 
diver,  the  Engineering  Department  was 
enabled  to  determine  on  a  line  of  attack 
which  proved  to  be  very  successful. 

Estelle  Lawrence  assisted  us  this  month 
during  the  billing  period.  She  substituted 
for  Miss  "Bobbie"  Murdock,  who  is  con- 
fined to  her  bed  with  the  "flu." 
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C.  E.  Clark 
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WELL!  here  I  am,  been  on  my  back 
with  the  flu.  I  sympathize  with  any 
one  that  has  had  it,  because  I  know 
what  it  is.  I  felt  as  though  I  was  immune 
as  last  year  I  was  confined  to  my  bed  for 
ten  days  with  it.  Seems  as  though,  all  of 
a  sudden  everything 
went  'flooey'  out  this 
way.  In  the  business 
office  Miss  Farnocchia 
had  to  give  up  and  go 
home  to  combat  with 
the  malady.  Collector 
La  Franz  was  next  on 
the  list.  He  seemed 
to  be  more  fortunate 
than  the  rest  and  was 
able  to  "come  back" 
quickly.  And  then 
"Yours  Truly"  got  a 
swipe  in  the  head  from 
the  horrible  monster. 
Finally    to    add    more 

trouble  my  better  three-quarters,  Mrs. 
Clark  got  in  the  way  of  a  germ  and 
quickly  found  her  bed.  When  wife-mother 
is  put  out  of  commission  everything  goes  to 
"pot."  However,  a  good  nurse  was  secured 
and  the  tide  soon  turned.  We  are  all  grad- 
ually getting  back  to  normal.  Speaking  of 
the  "flu" — I'm  reminded  of  a  conversation 
I  overheard  the  other  day:  Two  colored 
porters,  Rufus  and  Rastus,  attached  to  the 
Richmond  Passenger  Station  of  the  Santa 
Fe,  were  assisting  the  express  messenger  in 
handling  a  large  box  containing  a  corpse. 
Rufus  remarked,  "wundah  whose  'n  dar?" 
The  messenger  replied,  "a  poor  aviator  who 
flew  once  too  often."  Rastus  shook  his  head 
and  Rufus  said,  "Ah  p'rfuh  mah  "floo"  in 
bed." 

We  were  most  fortunate  in  securing  the 
services  of  Miss  Charlotte  Tueck,  who  was 
formerly  in  the  business  office  for  over  four 
years,  to  help  out  during  the  depletion  of 
the  regular  force  due  to  the  "flu"  and  other 
ills. 

Our  business  office  presents  a  very  busy 
scene  these  days  for  with  the  coming  of  new 
industries  and  the  enlargement  of  the  Stand- 
ard Oil  Plant  it  keeps  everybody  on  the 
jump  satisfying  the  wants  of  our  many  new 
patrons. 


Since  our  last  issue  two  new  factories 
have  located  in  Richmond:  The  Metals 
Atomizing  Co.,  whose  principal  products  are 
powdered  metals  and  metallic  cotton,  pow- 
dered metals  composed  of  tin,  lead,  zinc, 
copper,   and  aluminum. 

The  Pacific  Insulation  and  Refrigerating 
Co.,  who  produce  several  different  kinds  of 
insulating  compounds. 

Several  other  large  Eastern  manufactur- 
ing institutions  are  looking  with  favor  on 
Richmond  with  her  wonderful  natural  re- 
sources with  a  view  of  taking  advantage  of 
the  opportunities  offered  and  locating  their 
Western  branches  in  this  city. 

The  Standard  Oil  Co.  has  let  a  contract 
to  the  Foundation  Co.  of  New  York  to 
grade  and  fill  the  acres  adjoining  the  present 
plant  to  the  east  and  to  cover  with  the  neces- 
sary buildings  and  equipment  to  double  the 
present  output  of  the  plant.  The  cost  of  this 
improvement  runs  into  the  millions  and  we 
are  told  that  when  completed  will  make  the 
Richmond  Plant  of  the  Standard  Oil  Co. 
the  largest  in  the  world.  The  company  has 
just  completed  a  beautiful  modern  four-story 
Laboratory  Building  and  are  now  construct- 
ing a  new  modern  office  building  on  the  site 
of  the  old  one. 

With  all  of  the  new  work  going  on  the 
demand  for  houses  to  provide  housing  for  the 
workers  is  something  enormous  and  while 
one  can  see  new  homes  going  up  m  every 
direction  the  shortage  can  not  be  met.  Rich- 
mond is  in  need  of  1500  new  homes  at  this 
time. 

The  housing  problem  and  many  others  of 
like  importance  are  some  of  the  things  that 
keep  our  Chamber  of  Commerce  and  its 
officials  very  ■'busy  trying  to  solve. 

The  improvement  of  our  Inner  Harbor  is 
lying  dormant  at  this  time  and  will  continue 
to  do  so  until  the  good  people  of  Our  City 
vote  the  necessary  bonds  to  provide  the 
money  to  meet  the  Government  appropriation 
which  combined  amount  will  complete  the 
work  and  place  our  Municipal  Harbor  in 
shape  to  be  used.  We  are  in  hopes  that 
when  the  bond  issue  comes  up  to  the  people 
this  spring  that  they  will  see  and  realize  the 
great  development  it  means  to  the  entire  city 
and  put  the  bond  issue  over. 
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OWN  YOUR  OWN  HOME 

Some  Good  Advice  by  Fred  E.  Reed,  President  of  the  California  State  Real   Estate 

Association 


Fred  E.  Reed 


STOP  a  minute  and  observe  the  difference 
in  your  friends.  You'll  be  surprised  that 
you  never  saw  the  contrast  before. 
Haven't  those  who  own  their  homes  a 
different  look  on  their  faces  from  the  fellows 
who  rent?  The  man  who  goes  home  to  dinner 
at  6  o'clock  to  his 
rented  house — doesn't 
it  seem  as  though  he 
had  less  spring  to  his 
step  than  the  one  who 
hurries  along,  keen  to 
see  the  progress  and 
development  that  the 
day  has  brought  forth 
in  the  garden? 

There  used  to  be  a 
time  when  it  was  con- 
sidered cheaper  to  rent 
than  to  own;  when 
men  hid  their  failure  to 
Own  a  Home  behind  I 
the  false  excuse  that  it 
was  good  financial 
judgment  to  rent.  However,  when  we  learn 
that  90  per  cent  of  men  who  reach  sixty  years 
of  age  are  unable  to  pay  their  own  rent,  but 
are  dependent  on  the  charity  of  others  for  a 
covering  over  their  heads,  even  this  reason 
doesn't  seem  to  be  borne  out  by  the  facts. 
Shouldn't  a  man  at  the  age  of  45  or  50,  when 
his  money  earning  power  begins  to  decline — 
shouldn't  a  man  at  that  age  have  reached  a 
point  in  life  where  his  payment  of  rent  should 
cease?  Shouldn't  he  long  before  that  time 
to  Own  his  Own  Home? 

Never  before  in  America  was  there  such 
good  reason  for  a  man  owning  his  own  home. 
In  the  days  before  1914  when  there  were 
more  houses  than  tenants,  landlords  competing 
with  each  other  for  tenants,  were  forced  to 
reduce  rents.  A  property  five  years  ago 
worth   $5000  brought  about  $35   a  month. 

Instead  of  such  condition,  there  is  now 
scarcity  of  homes  all  over  America.  We're 
more  than  1 ,000,000  homes  short.  Produc- 
tion in  our  cities  has  increased  so  much  and 
employment  at  good  wages  is  so  general  there 


are  not  enough  homes  to  go  around.  The 
result  is  Owners  charging  constantly  increas- 
ing higher  rents.  Rents  will  continue  to 
increase,  and  with  seeming  fairness,  until 
income  from  rentals  is  at  least  7  per  cent  net 
on  the  investment. 

It  is  important  too,  to  all,  that  rents  should 
raise  until  this  7  per  cent  net  basis  has  been 
reached.  For  if  owners  cannot  get  this  return 
on  their  investment  in  rental  properties,  will 
they  build  houses  to  rent?  When  they  can 
get  7  per  cent  net  on  good  bonds  and  first 
mortgage  investments?  And  if  they  don't 
build,  what  is  going  to  be  the  result  of  crowd- 
ing and  congestion  in  our  cities,  with  its  result- 
ing immorality  and  lowering  of  the  social 
plane,  as  tire  family  boarder  appears,  and  two 
families  occupy  the  space  formerly  used  by 
one? 

Nothing  can  reduce  the  cost  of  living  in 
houses  except  an  adequate  supply  of  houses. 
Here  is  the  greatest  problem  of  the  recon- 
struction period.  The  greatest  problem  of 
all.  And  one  which  our  politicians  do  not 
seem  to  realize  even  exists. 

Fair  rentals,  to  my  mind,  must  be  worked 
out  on  a  basis  of  owners  receiving  a  return  of 
7  per  cent  net.  To  this  will  be  added  3  per 
cent  for  taxes  and  insurance,  3  per  cent  for 
depreciation,  1  per  cent  for  repairs  and  1  per 
cent  for  vacancies — a  total  of  1 5  per  cent 
gross.  Maintenance  of  rents  below  1 5  per 
cent  means  there  will  be  no  more  building  for 
rental  purposes.  And  if  there's  no  more  new 
building,  how  can  rents  be  kept  as  low  even 
as  a  fair  1 5  per  cent  with  cities  continuing 
to  grow  in  population,  and  demand  for  homes 
increasing? 

The  old  house  which  cost  $5000  and 
rented  for  $35  a  month  represented  $3500 
in  investment  for  the  house  and  about  $1500 
for  the  lot.  Didn't  it?  The  value  of  a  lot 
is  about  the  same  $1500  today.  But  the 
$3500  house  costs  now  more  than  $6000  to 
produce.  In  other  words,  it  costs  today 
$7500  to  provide  the  same  accommodations 
which   formerly   rented   for   $35     a     month. 
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And  if  owners  are  to  be  induced  to  build  by 
the  payment  of  1 5  per  cent  gross  on  their 
investment — and  it  must  be  paid  or  they 
won't  build — a  $7500  house  must  produce, 
a  gross  rental  of  $1  125  a  year,  or  $93  a 
month.  And  it  can't  be  done  out  of  $200  a 
month  salary. 

These  are  startling  figures.  Go  back  over 
them  and  check  them.  They  are  startling 
but  true.  What  are  we  going  to  do?  The 
answer  will  be  found  in  the  success  of  the 
great  "Own  Your  Own  Home"  movement 
which  is  today  spreading  all  over  America. 

It  never  was  as  desirable  to  rent  as  to 
own,  from  any  point  of  view.  But  now  that 
selfish  self-interest  has  taken  the  last  even 
apparently  good  argument  against  home  own- 
ership, what  is  there  left  to  say?  To  Own 
Your  Own  Home  gives  the  feeling  that  you 
are  doing  your  best.  It's  like  having  your 
own  wife  and  your  own  babies,  or  your  own 
car;  the  other  fellow's  possessions  may  be 
very  fine,  but — you  want  your  own.  A  man 
and  his  wife  can  economize  if  they  can  say 
to  friends:  "You  know  we're  buying  our 
home  this  year."  But  it's  a  bit  hard  to  have 
to  explain:  "I  can't  have  a  new  suit  this 
summer  because  the  landlord  raised  the  rent." 

Owning  your  own  comfortable  and  attrac- 
tive home,  your  family  has  a  standing  in  the 
community  that  the  one  who  merely 
rents  can  never  possess.  Maybe 
you  have  never  thought  of  it  but 
one  of  the  first  questions  a  business 
man   asks   when   considering   a   man 


for  a  responsible  position  is,  "What  sort  of 
a  chap  is  he?  Does  he  own  his  home?" 
When  your  children  can  say  with  pride: 
"That's  our  home,  my  Daddy  owns  it," 
when  you've  given  them  real  homes  to  live 
in,  you've  started  right.  What  unbounded 
pleasure  it  is  to  any  man  or  woman  to  be  able 
to  say,  "This  is  my  home."  Contrast  the 
life  of  such  a  family  with  the  one  where  the 
days  of  childhood  were  spent  in  "Rented 
Houses." 

Your  family  will  never  be  so  happy  as 
the  day  they  move  into  a  home  that  is  rightly 
theirs.  Buy  it  now,  immediately.  Five  hun- 
dred dollars  down  and  Forty-five  to  Fifty 
dollars  a  month  will  today  buy  a  splendid 
5-room  bungalow  in  a  desirable  portion  of 
our  City  Oakland,  and  with  it  goes  independ- 
ence from  the  rent  man.  There  is  no  need  to 
wait.  Just  make  up  your  mind  that  you 
WILL  have  a  home. 

There  are  plenty  of  good,  honorable  brok- 
ers who  will  be  glad  to  help  you.  Pick  out 
one  in  whom  you  have  confidence.  Go 
frankly  and  tell  him  how  much  money  you 
have  to  do  with  and  what  you  want  to  do. 
If  he's  a  man  with  any  honor  and  feeling  at 
all,  he  will  consider  it  a  privilege  to  help  in 
every  way  he  can. 


It  is  homes  like  these 
that  bring  pride  to  a 
man's  heart  and  suc- 
cess TO  HIS  BUSINESS,  NO 
MATTER  WHAT  HIS  POSI- 
TION IS. 
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COLLECTING  AND  DISTRIBUTING  A  DOMESTIC 
WATER  SUPPLY 

Paul   I.    DANIELS,   Superintendent  Water  Supply-Sanitation. 


DISTRIBUTION 

(Continued  from  Volume  III,  No.  3) 


AFTER  surface  waters  are  stored  in  the 
main  reservoirs  then  filtered  and  treated 
the  water  is  run  into  a  receiver  known  as 
the  clear  water  basin  or  receiver.  From  this 
point  it  starts  on  the  course  to  distribution. 
The  size  of  the  receivers  are  such  that  they 
will  hold  at  least  one  day's  supply  for  safety 
in  case  of  accidents  to  filters.  In  some  cases 
the  filter  receiver  or  clear  water  basin  is  very 
small,  but  under  these  conditions  there  will 
be  a  lack  of  water  when  the  plant  is  shut 
down  for  any  length  of  time. 

It  is  considered  better,  therefore,  to  have 
the  receiver  of  such  a  capacity  that  it  will 
allow  at  least  24  hours  margin  for  working 
unless  there  are  other  units  in  other  districts 
which  can  be  turned  in  to  keep  up  the  supply 
while  the  filter  plants  are  shut  down.  The 
water  taken  from  this  filter  receiver  is  carried 
through  mains  called  the  transmission  lines  to 
whatever  distance  is  necessary  to  distribute 
the  water  to  the  various  consumers.  The 
size  of  this  transmission  line  is  determined  by 
the  maximum  of  draft  which  is  expected  to 
be  placed  on  it,  allowing  a  safe  margin  above 
this  maximum  for  emergencies,  such  as  sudden 
drafts  caused  by  fires,  etc. 

It  is  not  considered  good  policy  to  install 
a  main  for  transmission  purposes  which  would 
carry  perhaps  two  or  three  times  more  water 
than  would  be  necessary  for  the  reason  that 
the  expense  of  installing  would  not  be  war- 
ranted, also  for  the  reason  that  a  main  which 
is  much  too  large  for  the  maximum  demands 
has  a  tendency  to  deliver  the  water  in  a  slug- 
gish manner,  therefore,  causing  more  or  less 
depositing  of  minute  particles  in  the  main 
which  gradually  accumulate  during  the  year 
and  require  considerable  drawing  off  of  water 
to  clear  it.  Many  times  people  ask  the  ques- 
tion ;  why  do  they  not  install  a  1  0-inch  or  1  2- 
inch  main  on  such  and  such  a  street,  so  that 
we  may  have  water  far  in  excess  of  what  is 
necessary  so  that  the  main  would  not  have 
to  be  replaced  for  1  00  or  200  years. 

There  are  many  other  reasons  besides 
those  stated  above  why  this  is  not  good  policy. 


Of  course,  the  principal  reason  would  be  in 
regard  to  the  cost  which  would  be  prohibitive 
and  would  be  an  additional  burden  to  the 
rate  payers.  It  has  been  found  to  be  more 
economical  and  efficient  to  install  mains  for 
distribution  of  water  of  a  size  which  will 
carry  sufficient  water  for  the  maximum  de- 
mand and  allow  for  a  25  to  40  year  increase 
in  consumption  and  after  this  point  is  reached 
to  remove  the  main  and  replace  it  with  a 
larger  one  if  necessary. 

The  water  which  is  derived  from  wells  is 
pumped,  generally  speaking,  directly  into  the 
distributing  system  through  transmission 
mains  and  distributing  mains,  and  that  amount 
which  is  not  consumed  by  the  general  uses 
discharges  into  some  reservoir  in  the  district 
which  is  known  as  a  distributing  reservoir 
and  which  actually  acts  as  an  equalizing  or 
balancing  reservoir.  To  maintain  a  given 
pressure  at  all  times  it  is  not  feasible  to  pump 
direct  into  the  mains  unless  there  is  such  a 
balancing  reservoir  standpipe  or  tank  of  con- 
siderable capacity.  It  would  require  that  a 
pump  could  be  operated  fast  or  slow  at  a  few 
seconds  notice  if  there  were  no  balancing  res- 
ervoirs connected. 

It  must  be  understood  that  the  water  in  a 
distributing  system  and  transmission  lines  is 
constantly  in  motion  during  the  day  time  and 
most  of  the  night.  For  instance  there  some- 
times may  be  passing  through  a  transmission 
main  an  amount  of  water  up  to  10  million 
gallons  daily  for  a  period  of  1 5  minutes  or 
an  hour  and  then  the  quantity  may  drop 
down  to  the  rate  of  1  million  or  2  million 
gallons  in  24  hours,  therefore,  to  equalize 
this  irregular  flow  balancing  reservoirs  are 
placed  at  various  points  so  if  there  is  an 
excessive  amount  of  water  being  pumped  the 
surplus  will  go  into  the  reservoir  and  if  the 
consumption  of  the  water  exceeds  the  amount 
pumped,  the  water  will  come  from  the  balanc- 
ing reservoir  to  make  up  the  deficit.  This 
applies  with  more  force  in  the  case  of  water 
which  is  pumped  directly  from  wells  into  the 
system  than  from  surface  waters  which   are 
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filtered  and  placed  in  a  filter  receiver,  as  the 
filter  receiver  acts  the  same  as  a  balancing 
reservoir.  The  water  which  is  pumped  into 
the  distributing  system  of  the  East  Bay 
Water  Company  or  which  flows  into  the  sys- 
tem by  gravity  has  a  pressure  varying  from 
50  to  150  pounds  per  square  inch,  depending 
upon  the  location  where  the  pressure  is  taken. 

It  is  the  general  object  to  maintain  a  pres- 
sure of  as  near  to  60  pounds  as  possible 
throughout  the  system.  However,  the  topog- 
raphy of  this  locality  does  not  permit  of 
maintaining  an  exact  pressure  throughout  the 
system  as  the  water  which  comes  into  the 
lower  district  is  the  main  supply  and  if  main- 
tained at  60  pounds  at  the  lower  elevation 
will  only  reach  an  elevation  of  70  or  80  feet 
and  still  give  satisfactory  service.  Therefore, 
after  going  above  a  certain  elevation  it  is 
necessary  that  the  water  shall  be  lifted  again 
to  some  higher  distributing  reservoir  to  obtain 
adequate  pressure,  and  if  there  are  places 
above  this  it  is  necessary  to  again  lift  it  and 
on  again  until  the  highest  points  have  been 
served.  There  are  cases  in  the  City  of  Oak- 
land where  it  is  necessary  for  the  water  to  be 
pumped  four  different  times  or  to  four  dif- 
ferent elevations  to  give  adequate  service  and 
reasonable  pressure  to  all  the  consumers  at 
the  different  elevations. 

Water  is  served  to  consumers  from  sea- 
level  to  an  altitude  of  800  feet,  allowing  200 
feet  elevation  for  each  zone  of  distribution. 
It  is  manifest  that  to  give  service  to  800  feet 
would  require  handling  the  water  through 
pumps  four  times.  The  water  which  is  in 
these   distribution   reservoirs   is     as     carefully 


cared  for  as  the  water  in  the  main  lakes  from 
a  sanitary  standpoint,  although  the  quantity 
contained  in  these  reservoirs  is  comparatively 
small.  It  is  necessary  to  see  that  nothing  of 
a  foreign  nature  gets  into  the  water  and  that 
there  shall  be  no  possibility  of  pollution. 

The  distributing  reservoirs,  also  called 
balancing  reservoirs,  in  operation  by  this  com- 
pany, vary  in  capacity  from  one  million  gal- 
lons to  158  million  gallons.  They  are  gener- 
ally concrete  lined  and  covered  with  wooden 
covers  with  the  exception  of  the  158  million 
gallon  reservoir,  known  as  Central  Reservoir, 
which  is  not  covered  for  the  reason  that  the 
quantity  of  water  is  so  great  in  this  reservoir 
that  it  will  maintain  itself  in  good  condition 
the  same  as  an  open  lake  would  without  the 
necessity  of  covering.  The  principal  reason 
for  covering  reservoirs  which  have  a  small 
capacity  is  to  eliminate  or  restrict  the  growth 
of  vegetable  life  in  the  water,  such  growth 
being  aided  principally  by  the  suns  rays  and 
the  natural  result  of  high  temperature  of  the 
water. 

The  water  which  is  distributed  through  the 
transmission  mains  is  accurately  measured, 
first  at  the  point  of  beginning  or  the  filter 
receivers  or  pump  stations.  The  method  of 
measuring  is  either  through  a  weir  or  by  a 
meter  of  the  Venturi  tube  type.  The  water 
is  again  measured  before  reaching  the  con- 
sumer by  individual  meters  on  each  service  of 
the  consumer.  The  smaller  meters  are  of  the 
disc  type.  All  of  these  meters  are  very  accu- 
rate. It  is  estimated  that  the  Venturi  meter 
will  measure  many  millions  of  gallons  daily 
with  less  than  1  %  error.      The  smaller  meters 


Central  Reservoir,  Oakland,  California. 

Capacity   158,000,000  gallons.    The  principal  distributing  and  equalizing   reservoir  for   the   lower   residence 

and  business  districts. 
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such  as  are  placed  on  the  individual  service 
will  sometimes  under  register  the  amount  go- 
ing through  owing  to  the  wearing  parts,  but 
there  has  never  been  found  a  case  where  a 
meter  will  register  over  the  amount  consumed 
if  the  meter  has  been  properly  inspected  and 
tested  before  being  installed.  No  meters  are 
placed  in  the  service  by  this  company  which 
have  not  been  thoroughly  tested  as  to  accuracy 
of  measurement.  The  general  construction  of 
these  small  meters  is  such  that  it  would 
exclude  any  possibility  of  a  meter  which  has 
not  been  tested  and  found  accurate  to  ever 
over  register  the  amount  of  water,  but  as 
stated  before,  after  it  becomes  worn  with 
usage  there  is  a  tendency  for  a  small  amount 
of  water  to  slip  by  which  does  not  show  on 
the  register.  Of  course,  this  small  amount 
is  accounted  for  at  the  end  of  the  year  as  slip- 
ping and  is  a  loss  to  the  company  in  revenue. 
A  meter  does  not,  as  some  people  believe, 
restrict  the  flow  of  water  to  their  premises. 
For  all  ordinary  uses  the  size  of  the  meter  is 
more  than  adequate  to  care  for  the  demand. 
The  general  rules  applying  to  the  system 
from  collection  to  filtration  insofar  as  the 
sanitary  conditions  are  concerned  applies  from 
the  time  of  filtration  to  the  time  the  water  is 
drawn  in  the  faucet  in  the  houses,  factories 
or  other  taps,  and  it  is  the  aim  of  this  com- 
pany to  maintain  the  water  in  its  high  stand- 
ard of  purity  up  to  the  time  of  delivery  to 
the  consumer.  If  the  water  is  sometimes  dis- 
colored it  is  generally  owing  to  the  accumula- 
tion of  some  rust  in  the  pipes.  This  is  easily 
remedied  by  opening  up  the  mains  and  flush- 
ing the  sediment  out. 


After  the  water  leaves  the  distributing 
reservoir  in  a  good  sanitary  condition  there 
is  absolutely  no  chance  of  pollution  before 
reaching  the  consumer.  If  anything  foreign 
is  found  in  the  water  which  seems  to  make 
it  look  bad  it  has,  generally  speaking,  gotten 
into  the  water  at  some  of  the  distributing  res- 
ervoirs. It  is  the  aim  to  prevent  any  such 
condition  occurring,  therefore,  the  water 
company  has  all  their  distributing  reservoirs 
fenced  in  and  signs  posted  cautioning  the 
public  to  stay  out  of  these  places  and  in  other 
ways  using  every  means  possible  to  prevent 
any  pollution  of  the  water  in  the  distributing 
reservoirs.  It  is  no  more  than  right  that  the 
people  who  walk  around  and  tramp  the  hills 
should  observe  the  rules  as  displayed  on  these 
signs.  People  should  not  go  into  places 
fenced  in  and  marked  as  water  supply  points. 

The  danger  of  disease  is  not  as  most  people 
believe  caused  by  the  pollution  by  birds,  ani- 
mals and  fish,  but  by  human  beings,  there- 
fore, the  State  of  California  has  passed  laws 
concerning  these  matters.  It  is  unlawful  for 
a  person  to  swim,  fish  or  bathe  in  any  public 
water  supply  whether  in  a  distributing  res- 
ervoir or  otherwise.  It  is  unlawful  for  any 
person  to  throw  any  garbage  into  a  reservoir 
which  might  pollute  the  water  supply  of  a 
city.  An  extract  from  the  state  laws  regard- 
ing the  pollution  of  water  supply  may  be  of 
interest:  Extracts  from  the  General  Health 
Laws  on  "The  Water  Supplies  are  Under  the 
General  Supervision  of  the  Bureau  of  Sani- 
tation of  the  California  State  Board  of 
Health." 


"It  shall  be  unlawful  to  discharge  or  deposit,  or  cause  or  suffer  to  be  discharged  or 
deposited,  any  sewage,  garbage,  feculent  matter,  offal,  refuse,  filth,  or  any  animal,  mineral,  or 
vegetable  matter  or  substance,  offensive,  injurious,  or  dangerous  to  health,  in  any  springs,  streams, 
rivers,  lakes,  tributaries  thereof,  wells  or  other  waters  used  or  intended  to  be  used  for  human 
or  animal  consumption  or  for  domestic  purposes ;  or  to  discharge  or  deposit,  or  cause  or  suffer 
to  be  discharged  or  deposited,  any  such  offensive,  injurious  or  dangerous  matter  or  substance 
upon  the  land  or  place  adjoining  such  waters  so  as  to  cause  or  suffer  such  matter  or  substance 
to  flow  or  be  emptied  or  drained  into  such  waters. 

It  shall  also  be  unlawful  to  erect,  construct,  excavate,  or  maintain,  or  cause  to  be  erected, 
constructed,  excavated,  or  maintained,  any  privy,  vault,  cesspool,  sewer  pipes  or  conduits,  or 
other  pipes  or  conduits,  for  the  discharge  of  impure  waters,  gas,  vapors,  oils,  acids,  tar,  or  other 
matter  or  substance  shall  empty,  flow,  seep,  drain,  condense  or  otherwise  pollute  or  affect  any 
of  such  waters  so  intended  for  human  or  animal  consumption  or  for  domestic  purposes ;  or  to 
erect  or  maintain  any  permanent  or  temporary  house,  camp,  or  tent,  so  near  to  such  springs, 
streams,  rivers,  lakes,  tributaries,  or  other  sources  of  water  supply,  as  to  cause  or  suffer  the 
drainage,  seepage,  or  flow  of  impure  waters,  or  any  other  liquids,  or  the  discharge  or  deposit 
therefrom,   of   any   animal,   mineral,    or   vegetable  matter,  to  corrupt  or  pollute  such  waters." 

BATHING  IN  STREAMS. 

"No  person  shall  bathe  or  wash  clothes  in  any  spring,  stream,  river,  lake,  reservoir,  well 
or  other  waters  which  are  used  or  intended  for  drinking  purposes  by  the  inhabitants  of  the 
vicinage   or   of   any   city,   city   and   county,   or   town,  of  this  state." 
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Violation  of  these  rules  is  punishable  by 
fine  and  imprisonment.  Generally  speaking, 
the  people  are  only  too  glad  to  conform  to 
any  such  laws  as  they  are  not  meant  to  be  a 
hardship  on  the  people  or  arbitrary  in  any 
way,  but  are  very  necessary  for  the  mainte- 
nance of  public  health.  It  is  to  be  regretted 
that  some  people  look  on  these  rules  and 
regulations,  which  are  meant  to  protect  the 
water  supply,  as  a  joke.  Many  have  been 
found  trespassing  on  these  reservoirs  and  going 
so  far  as  to  deliberately  pollute  them.  This 
has  made  it  necessary  for  the  water  company 
to  go  to  great  expense  to  fence  in  these  prop- 
erties with  elaborate  iron  fences  and  lock 
them  and  in  many  cases  to  employ  extra  men 
to  watch  these  reservoirs  to  prevent  people 
from  going  into  them  and  polluting  the  water 
for  the  simple  reason  that  they  seem  not  to 
have  any  regard  for  the  health  of  other  people 
so  long  as  it  apparently  would  have  no  effect 
on  their  health.  This  is  unfortunate  and  it 
cannot  be  too  strongly  recommended  that 
people  report  cases  of  the  violation  of  these 
rules  so  that  in  time  this  ever  eminent  danger 
of  the  almost  unnecessary  pollution  may  be 
entirely  eliminated. 

FINIS 


BOOST 


'Boost  your  city,  boost  your  friend, 
Boost  the  lodge  that  you  attend; 
Boost  the  street  on  which  you're  dwelling 
Boost  the  goods  that  you  are  selling; 
Boost  the  people  'round  about  you, 
They  can  get  along  without  you, 
But  success  will  quickly  find  them, 
If  they  know  that  you're  behind  them; 
Boost  for  every  forward  movement, 
Boost  for  every  new  improvement; 
Boost  the  man  for  whom  you  labor, 
Boost  the  stranger  and  the  neighbor; 
Cease  to  be  a  chronic  knocker, 
Cease  to  be  a  progress  blocker; 
If  you'd  make  your  city  better, 
Boost  it  to  the  final  letter!" 


OAKLAND'S  BOND  ISSUE 

OAKLAND  is  offered  a  Memorial  Recrea- 
tion center  reaching  from  the  estuary, 
to  the  top  of  the  hills,  combining  play 
grounds  and  educational  features.  If  ac- 
cepted, this  will  provide  the  greatest  outdoor 
exposition  in  the  United  States. 

The  bond  issue  proposed  totals  $3,981,- 
000.  It  is  to  be  decided  at  a  special  elec- 
tion on  June  8. 

Now  that  the  time  is  near  for  decision  on 
the  matter  of  the  bonds,  we  must  decide 
whether  we  need  additional  play  grounds,  a 
Memorial  Building  for  our  war  heroes,  a 
stadium,  a  bathing  center.  Do  we  want  a 
greater  museum  than  New  York,  Washing- 
ton, London,  or  anywhere?  Can  we  stand 
higher  taxes?  Do  we  need  additional  park 
space?  Do  we  want  an  architectural  triumph 
mirrored  in  the  waters  of  Lake  Merritt? 

Many  other  large  cities  throughout  the 
country  have  had  to  puzzle  over  the  same 
problem.  A  bond  issue  for  $3,000,000 
failed  in  Cleveland  1 5  years  ago.  Just 
recently  they  paid  $27,000,000  in  order  to 
possess  this  same  territory  for  park  purposes. 
Seven  years  ago  a  plan  to  secure  park  prop- 
erty was  rejected  in  Denver.  Just  the  other 
day  they  paid  about  $3,000,000  more. 

The  dredging  of  the  lake  would  reclaim 
55  acres  of  territory  south  of  the  auditorium 
and  remove  a  menace  in  the  form  of  sewage 
that  has  for  the  past  50  years  been  flowing 
into  that  basin  through  flood  gates  from  the 
estuary. 

Estimates  compiled  by  Oakland's  Recrea- 
tional Superintendent,  disclose  that  the  play 
ground,  swimming,  stadium  and  a  larger  boat 
house  and  other  additions  would  pay  the  city 
not  less  than  $125,000  annually. 

With  these  deductions  made  from  the  pro- 
posed addition  to  the  tax  rate  and  a  plan 
now  being  discussed  to  take  care  of  the  inter- 
est and  redemption  of  the  bonds  out  of  the 
city  budget  for  the  next  two  years,  without 
raising  the  tax  rate,  it  will  mean  that  the 
public  has  to  pay  practically  nothing  for  this 
great  Memorial  Recreation  center. 


Dobs:  "They  say  that  people  can  be 
killed  by  too  much  love  and  kindness." 

Bloobs:  "Oh,  how  I  love  my  dear  mother- 
in-law  !" 


Delaware,  forty-seventh  in  the  list  of 
states  in  respect  of  population,  is  as  important 
as  any  of  them  when  it  comes  to  ratifying  a 
suffrage  amendment. 
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GOOD  CITIZENSHIP 

ALL  political  organizations  use  publica- 
tions, bill  boards  and  brass  bands,  and 
Yankee  Doodle  and  jazz  split  the  air 
before  election.  This  is  good  advertising. 
We  then  get  the  proper  spirit  and  throw  up 
our  hats.  We  yell  for  our  particular  candi- 
date until  our  throats  are  sore.  We  get  into 
arguments  and  even  quarrel  with  our  best 
friends,  and  then — election  day  comes. 
What  do  we  do?  We  forget  to  vote  or 
allow  some  trivial  matter  to  keep  us  at  home, 
such  as,  "No  clothes  to  wear  to  the  polls," 
"I  won't  go,  Mrs.  Smith  has  a  new  dress." 

All  registered  voters  are  entitled  to  partici- 
pate in  the  Primary  and  Presidential  election 
and  to  vote  any  party  ticket  they  may  wish, 
regardless  of  the  party  for  which  they  may 


have  expressed  a  preference  when  registering, 
and  all  citizens  of  this  Great  and  Glorious 
United  States  who  do  not  exercise  their  privi- 
lege (and  it  is  a  privilege  as  well  as  a  duty) 
to  cast  their  vote  at  the  primaries  as  well  as 
the  election,  are  not  at  heart  true  Americans, 
and  they  have  "no  kick  coming"  no  matter 
who  is  nominated  or  elected  and  they  are  not 
entitled  to  complain  if  unjust  laws  are  passed 
and  enforced.  Mr.  or  Mrs.  or  Miss 
America,  on  you,  and  you  alone  depends 
good  citizenship  and  good  government. 


HONESTY 


Every  young  man  reaches  a  point  in  his 
career  when  he  must  choose  one  of  two 
courses. 

If  he  chooses  to  be  clever,  he  will  meet 
with  tremendous  competition. 

If  he  chooses  to  be  honest  and  finds  happi- 
ness in  his  work,  he  will  meet  with  conspicu- 
ous success. 

By  some  peculiar  magic  the  man  who 
does  even  an  ordinary  thing  well  has  revealed 
to  himself  a  secret  which  thrills  him  with  its 
simplicity  and  significance.  He  learns  that 
while  many  people  are  striving  to  be  clever — 
the  worthy  ones  have  merely  learned  how  to 
be  simple. 

Once  the  public  discovers  that  a  man  can 
do  a  simple  thing  a  little  better  than  his 
neighbor,  they  accord  to  him  a  respectful 
patronage  which  clever  people  find  it  impossi- 
ble to  explain. 


First  Stenographer:  Isn't  it  terrible  the 
way  we  have  to  work  these  days? 

Second  Stenographer:  I  should  say  it  is. 
Why,  I  took  so  many  letters  yesterday  that  I 
finished  my  prayers  last  night  with  "very 
truly  yours." 


'Wo  organization  can  continue  to  be  suc- 
cessful unless  the  leader's  support  of  the 
subordinate  is  contingent  upon  the  latter's 
efficiency,  for  the  continued  maintenance  in 
office  of  an  unproductive  individual  is  pure 
favoritism,  and  favoritism  will  wreck  the 
morale  of  an  organization  more  quickly  than 
any  other  element  of  decay." — Leonard 
Wood. 
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WHEN  IT  FAILED  TO  RAIN 

The  reappearance  of  Hatfield,  the  alleged 
rain  maker,  on  the  scene,  recalls  an  amusing, 
not  to  say  hilarious,  incident  that  occurred 
some  years  ago  in  our  sister  city  noted  for  its 
chemical  purity. 

Ezra  Kendall  was  playing  in  "Weather 
Beaten  Benson,"  in  one  of  the  theatres  in  said 
city. 

The  big  scene  in  the  play  was  a  heavy 
rain  storm.  As  the  time  approached  for  the 
downfall,  all  was  bustle  and  confusion;  hats 
were  pulled  down  and  collars  up,  but  at  the 
climax  the  rain  failed  to  appear.  As  the  cur- 
tain was  being  hastily  rung  down  on  the  dis- 
comfited player  folk,  their  annoyance,  espec- 
ially in  the  case  of  the  star,  was  plainly 
depicted  on  their  countenances. 

At  this  moment,  a  young  man  in  the  front 
row,  who  had  been  busily  engaged  in  con- 
versation with  the  flute  player  in  the  orches- 
tra, straightened  up  in  his  chair,  looked 
around,  and  in  a  very  audible  voice  put  the 
query,  "Is  Mr.   Hatfield  in  the  house?" 

B.  W.  Fernald,  Auditor 
San  Francisco-Oakland    Terminal  Railways 


THEY  GET  YOU  COMING  AND 
GOING 

Sugar _ 25c 

Potatoes __ _2    lbs.    for    35c 

Men's  suits. _ $75    to   $125 

Women's  dresses.... _ $60  to   $300 

Men's   hats _ $6   to   $15 

Women's  Hats ?   ?????? 

War  tax  on  R.  R.   fares 

Shoes : $8    to    $25 

Ten  per  cent  war  tax  on  theatre  tickets 

Doctors ...100  per  cent  increase 

Preachers 20  per  cent  increase 

Undertakers. 500  per  cent  increase 

Teachers — Entitled  to  all  they  can  get 
Oh !  What's  the  use — 

It's  too  expensive  to  live. 

It's  too  expensive  to  die. 


All  industry  and  all  business  should  be 
for  public  service;  no  business  is  legitimate  or 
honest  which  does  not  give  service  and  value 
to  the  public  whose  patronage  it  invites;  but 
there  must  be  a  surplus  from  all  business 
operations  or  there  can  be  no  development  in 
industry  or  progress  for  society. 


OFFICE  WORKER'S  H.  C.  L. 

Nobody  seems  to  care  anything  about  the 
office  worker's  high  cost  of  living.  "Labor" 
has  cashed  in  his  raises,  and  the  school  teacher 
has  at  least  got  her  columns  on  columns  of 
space,  that  ought  to  be  a  comfort  to  her.  But 
nobody  ever  writes  half  a  column  about  the 
clerical  worker,  except  Mr.  Dickens,  and  he 
finished  up  with  the  Crachett's  High  Cost  of 
Living  a  couple  of  generations  ago. 

The  only  time  that  the  clerical  worker 
really  came  up  for  air  was  during  the  war, 
when  stenographers  began  migrating  to  the 
Potomac  front.  A  slight  wage  increase  did 
get  established  then  to  hold  "patriotic  young 
persons"  back  from  the  capitol  by  the  skirt 
tails.     And  that  rate  has  more  or  less  stuck. 

I  happened  to  be  on  a  street  car  this  morn- 
ing with  a  couple  of  girls  that  were  trying  to 
figure  out  how  one  of  them  could  get  mar- 
ried. It  seemed  that  his  salary  was  $1350 
— and  they  were  getting  stuck  on  the  first 
item  of  rent.  So  they  figured  it  out  between 
them  that  she  just  couldn't  get  married  this 
year.      It  got  me  depressed. 


THE  ASSISTANT  MANAGING 
EDITOR 

Behold,  she  sits,  unto  the  world  grown  deaf, 
Nor  sees  the  hosts  all  straining  round  about 
In  mad  endeavor,  whilst  to  right  and  left 
The  clamorous  voices  raise,  of  Underwoods 
And  the  Addressographs, 
That  like  to  fiendish  cannonade  of  Hunnish 

guns, 
Make  horrid  din  upon  the  whimpering  air. 
She  sits — all  tense  and  still,  and  in  her  eye 
A  light  not  of  this  commerce-tainted  world, 
But  wrapt,  like  Grecian  Sappho  come 
Again  into  the  world  to  lyric  forth 
Her  dreams   of     love     in     rhythmic     flowing 

verse — 
SHE  THINKS! 

Ah,   who  can    name    this    Rodined    posing 

Maid, 
Or  tell  the  portent  of  that  corrugated  brow? 
'Tis  Modern  Helen  at  her  cycled  task, 
And  thus  for  fertile  hours  shall  she  be  seen 
But  seeing  not,  while  brooding  Inspiration, 
Out  of  ethered  space  comes  hovering  low — 
Hist!  now,  it  is  the  trancing  time 
When  "BUBBLES"  bubbles  in  her  brain! 
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By  William  Aichbee. 


Nothing  but  the  proof,  the  "holeproof," 
will  help  your  socks. 

In  the  new  State  of  Bolshevia  life,  liberty 
and  happiness  is  "pursued." 

Perfume  is  no  good  substitute  for  soap, 
besides  there's  a  war  tax  on  it. 

The  spirits  of  '76  were  never  as  feverish 
as  the  wood  alcohol  of  1  920. 

Now,  if  you  were  a  Sultan,  you  could  go 
right  along  insultan  everybody. 

We  used  to  buy  our  flour  by  the  sack. 
Now  we  buy  it  by  the  pancake. 

The  wimmin  who  were  knitting  while  the 
war  was  on  are  now  doing  "nitting." 

'Tis  pity,  but  true,  that  the  father  of  the 
hoodlum  kid  is  often  made  the  goat. 

One  big  job  the  railroads  have  before 
them  now  is  separating  the  time  tables. 

We  are  all  created  equal  from  the  neck 
down.      From  there  up  we  are  self-made. 

Admiral  Sims  according  to  some  of  his 
brother  officers  was  a  lyin'  in  the  Daniels' 
den. 

Why  should  a  dear,  sweet  little  girl  weep 
her  eyes  out  when  a  shimmy  dancer  shakes 
her? 

The  scientists  failed  to  receive  a  message 
from  Mars.  Perhaps  there  was  nobody 
home. 

The  school  teacher  is  about  the  only 
foundation  builder  left  who  works  for 
"wages." 

Now  that  the  war  is  over  the  politicians 
would  like  to  have  the  people  stop  "Hoov- 
erizing." 

The  Ransomeers  in  Mexico  can't  hold  a 
candle  to  the  hat  checkers  in  the  big  hotels 
of  today. 


How  wouldya  like  to  be  a  Prohibish  in- 
spector and  visit  people's  cellars  to  pass  upon 
their  nectar. 

For  the  fellows  who  think  they  must  have 
"it"  with  them  on  the  hip,  how  about  rub- 
ber bottles? 

Chile  gets  a  dreadnaught  from  England 
as  a  result  of  negotiations.  Why  not  name 
it  "Con  Came?" 

There  is  no  danger  of  Bolshevism  ever 
getting  a  hold  in  this  country.  We  have 
too  many  barbers. 

"Atmosphere"  in  advertising  is  the  "hot 
air"  these  so-called  advertising  scientists  use 
in  shooting  the  bull. 

Get  out  your  little  "wee-gee"  board  and 
tell  us  if  Uncle  Sam  is  going  to  "Hiram" 
for  a  four  years'  job. 

Judging  from  her  picture,  Miss  Daisy 
Klingstone  who  was  married  last  week,  must 
have  been  a  "peach." 

Several  rich  men's  sons  at  the  University 
are  going  in  for  sprinting — running  through 
their  father's  money. 

Since  the  country  has  gone  to  the  camels 
there  ought  to  be  a  good  supply  of  corks 
for  our  catsup  bottles ! 

Have  you  noticed  that  the  penny  is  be- 
coming more  chummy  with  the  nickel?  Yes- 
siree !      Regular  pals ! 

A  regular  salutation  around  Seventh  and 
Broadway  now  is  "Good  morning,  have  you 
drank  any  water  lately?" 

We  have  it  from  a  farmer  that  turkeys  are 
hard  to  raise.  "Chickens"  are  too  if  you 
try  to  raise  'em  in  a  city. 

Mother  keeps  nice  and  comfy  in  her  hun- 
dred-dollar fur,  while  father  works  like  sixty 
for  his  little  "thirty"  per. 
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Now  the  Infernal  Revenue  collectors  are 
busy  grinding  the  wart  ax — sharpening  it  up 
to  cut  into  more  fat  incomes. 

A  dollar  will  buy  five  quarts  of  cham- 
pagne in  France,  but  the  only  way  you  can 
get  it  from  there  is  by  male. 

Many  a  man's  brains  have  leaked  out 
through  the  cavities  in  his  teeth.  Better 
have  a  dentist  look  you  over. 

When  knighthood  was  in  flower  and  horse 
nails  were  in  hoofs  we  never  saw  those  tire 
signs  along  the  road  on  roofs. 

Macaroni  is  a  good  substitute  for  the 
spud,  but  why  not  fill  up  the  tube  with 
dough  so  we'll  get  full  weight. 

If  it  is  called  "Goat  Island"  because  it 
used  to  be  overrun  with  goats,  how  about 
Mare  Island  and  Angel  Island? 

A  Mexican  newspaper  states  that  Carranza 
has  several  tons  of  note  paper  for  sale  which 
might  relieve  the  paper  shortage. 

That  "red"  look  in  his  eye  means  that 
he  has  either  just  come  out  of  a  movie  or 
has  had  a  quarrel  with  his  "wiff." 

Have  you  noticed  that  many  of  the  can- 
didates for  the  Presidency  seem  to  have  an 
acute  attack  of  E  Pluribus  Unum? 

Senator  Knox  is  about  to  introduce  a  new 
peace  measure,  which  may  settle  all  dif- 
ferences, provided  no  one  Knox  it. 

"Production"  is  the  slogan  of  the  day. 
You  betcha!  We  "produce"  now,  good 
and  hard — for  everything  we  buy. 

Reading  the  advertisements  about  Pelman- 
ism  makes  one  believe  it  is  a  short  cut  to 
Pelfmanism,  the  first  claw  of  nature. 

In  these  days  of  extravagance  some 
people  don't  seem  to  care  any  more  for 
money  than  they  do  for  their  right  eye. 

Sometimes,  when  there's  a  lotta  "smoke" 
around  a  jury,  one  begins  to  think  of  the 
burning  questions  that  might  be  flaring  up. 

In  Switzerland  right  now  there're  "Three 
Kings  and  a  Pair  of  Queens"  that  would 
be  beaten  in  Russia  by  a  "Pair  of  Jacks." 

The  lunch  counter  chefs  are  now  placing 
a  toothpick  in  the  bean  behind  which  lies  the 
pork,  by  order  of  the  Railroad  Commission. 


That  hen  in  Idaho  that  laid  52  eggs  in 
49  days  put  in  a  little  overtime  for  which 
she  should  be  allowed  "corn  and  one-half." 

Teaching  canaries  to  chirp  is  a  tweet  little 
job,  but  preferable  to  the  occupation  of  train- 
ing woodchucks  to  chuck  wood  into  a  coal 
bin. 

Pessimists  predict  that  gasoline  will  be- 
come so  scarce  that  it  can  be  conveyed  from 
the  Richmond  tanks  in  a  pipe  line  of  mac- 
aroni. 

As  women  get  more  interested  in  politics, 
the  cost  of  millinery  will  depend  entirely  how 
many  of  them  get  careless  and  throw  their 
hats  into  the  ring. 

The  fellow  who  sticks  up  the  price  of 
eggs  is  an  "eggiteer,"  and  should  be  "laid" 
away  and  "set"  upon  until  he  is  hatched 
into  something  reasonable. 

The  women  will  elect  the  next  President. 
Notice  how  Mrs.  Sippi,  Miss  Zoury,  Ellen 
Noyes,  Anna  Napolis  and  Mary  Land  are 
shouting  for  our  favorite  son? 

Imagination  is  a  great  thing.  Just  imagine 
now  that  you  are  sitting  down  to  a  nice 
fat  tamale  and  a  schooner  of  steam  beer. 
Just  imagine  such  a  thing.      Wow! 

A  photograph  of  a  dead  man  was  de- 
sired by  his  better  half  who  had  no  likeness 
of  him;  she  wanted  to  have  something  that 
was  a  dead  image  of  him.     She  has  it. 

Our  old  office  building  at  Ninth  and 
Broadway  will  be  used  as  a  meat  market. 
The  first  floor  is  being  lowered  because 
people  might  think  the  meat  was  "too  high." 

In  the  last  Serbian  Relief  drive  a  carpenter 
gave  his  bit,  and  a  shoemaker  gave  his  awl, 
but  there  were  many  very  wealthy  men  who 
never  heard  the  call — so  much  the  profit 
for  deafness. 

Girls,  when  you  marry,  be  sure  to  pick 
out  a  barber.  He  usually  dresses  well, 
smells  nice,  hears  everything  and  tells  it  right 
away,  and  besides,  he  can  bring  home  some 
face  cream. 

If  you  voted  for  a  winner  Tuesday  the 
4th  of  May,  you  think  your  judgment  was 
good;  but  if  you  didn't,  you  think  the  win- 
ners didn't  know  their  own  minds.  Isn't  this 
about  right? 
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OPPORTUNITY  BECKONS 
OAKLANDERS 

ON  the  opposite  page  we  have  two  pic- 
tures of  a  block  on  Twelfth  Street 
between  Broadway  and  Franklin.  One 
picture  taken  in  1869,  the  other  50  years 
later,  typifies  the  growth  of  the  entire  city 
during  the  past  half  century.  Property 
which  35  years  ago  could  have  been  pur- 
chased for  $  1  3,000  recently  was  appraised 
at  $740,000.  Many  pioneer  Oaklanders 
failed  to  hear  Opportunity's  call  and  there 
are  many  men  of  today  who  fail  to  read 
Oakland's  future. 

If  you  do  not  think  this  is  a  prosperous 
city,  just  glance  at  the  remarkable  aero-pho- 
tograph of  Oakland's  business  center  on  the 
back  cover  of  this  issue,  then  compare  it  with 
the  picture  taken  in  1  869.  At  that  time  Mr. 
Chas.  G.  Reed  lived  in  the  first  house  on  the 
north  side  of  Twelfth  Street  where  the  Oak- 
land Bank  of  Savings  Building  now  stands. 
Mr.  David  Vogt  lived  in  the  second  house 
and  Mrs.  V.  Ellsworth  in  the  third  house, 
then  Rogel's  Garden.  Pantages  Theatre 
now  occupies  this  corner. 

The  resources  and  possibilities  of  the  city 
are  simply  enormous.  Oakland  is  the  big 
coming  industrial  center  on  the  Pacific  Coast. 
Today  we  are  the  third  largest  city  in  Cali- 
fornia and  the  latest  figures  on  the  wealth  of 
our  city  gives  us  (theoretically)  $1,000  to 
every  man,  women  and  child  in  the  city.  To- 
day we  are  the  third  richest  county  in  the 
state  with  $284,635,472.  We  have  a 
present  population  of  235,000  and  the  last 
census  shows  that  Oakland  has  the  largest 
percentage  of  home  owners  of  any  city  in 
the  United  States  with  a  population  of  over 
125,000. 

The  senate  has  finally  passed  the  navy 
appropriations  bill,  carrying  $1,000,000  for 
a  naval  base  on  San  Francisco  Bay.  This 
great  naval  base  will  bring  thousands  of  per- 
manent residents  into  Oakland. 

In  1914  the  East  Bay  ship  building 
plants  combined  employed  about  500  opera- 
tives.    Today  there  are  23,000  working. 

Just  a  few  years  ago  when  a  new  con- 
cern located  in  Oakland  we  all  wanted  to 
hire  a  brass  band.  Now  it  is  such  a  common 
thing  that  it  is  merely  mentioned  in  the  news- 
papers.     Today  we  are   facing  the  problem 


of  buildings  for  new  industries  as  the  demand 
is  far  greater  than  we  can  at  present  supply. 
We  are  the  gateway  for  the  trade  of  the 
far  East — Russia,  China  and  Japan,  and  are 
also  in  close  proximity  to  the  wonderful  coal 
fields  of  Alaska.  We  are  indeed  fortunate 
to  be  here  in  this  wonder  city  on  the  Pacific 
Coast. 


"ANSWERS" 

(To    Questionaire,    October   issue    Bubbles,    1919) 

By 

CHAS.  G.  REED 

The  first  office  of  the  Oakland  Daily  News,  Wm. 
Gagan  proprietor,  was  in  a  small,  one-story  build- 
ing on  the  north  side  of  9th  street  between  Broad- 
way and  Franklin  streets.  The  Torchlight,  Ben.  A. 
Dewes,  proprietor,  was  located  in  the  second  story, 
at  the  N.  E.  Cor.  of  9th  and  Broadway.  The  Daily 
Transcript,  John  Scott,  proprietor,  was  published 
in  the  second  story  of  a  building  about  midway 
between  8th  and  9th  streets  on  the  west  side  of 
Broadway. 

Wild  blackberries  grew  almost  everywhere  in  Oak- 
land  but   were   most   abundant   near   Center   street. 

Gibson  &  Potter's  Oyster  Beds  were  located  near  the 
foot  of  Clay  street. 

The  Hermitage  was  at  the  S.  E.  Cor.  of  Broadway 
and  10th  street. 

The  Burton  Ale  House,  Wm.  Myles,  proprietor,  was 
at  the  N.  E.  Cor.  of  2nd  and  Broadway. 

The  Young  Ladies'  Seminary,  kept  by  A.  de  Leo  de 
Laguna  was  at  the  N.  E.  Cor.  of  !0th  and  Broad- 
way. 

Capt.  Jennings  and  family  lived  on  Goat  Island.  His 
daughter,  the  only  girl  on  the  island,  was  called 
the   Belle   of   Goat   Island. 

The  first  Presbyterian  Church  was  erected  at  the  N. 
W.  Cor.  of  6th  and  Harrison  streets.  In  the  early 
60s  it  was  moved  to  the  S.  E.  Cor.  of  13th  and 
Broadway.  It  now  stands  on  the  south  side  of 
13th  street  just  east  of  Broadway  and  has  a  res- 
taurant and  saloon  on  the  first  floor  and  a  rooming 
house  above. 

The  First  Baptist  Church  stood  at  the  S.  E.  Cor.  of 
5th  and  Jefferson  streets.  It  was  moved  to  the 
south  side  of  9th  street  between  Washington  and 
Clay  streets  and  was  torn  down  to  make  way  for 
the  Salvation  Armv  Barracks. 

The  First  Methodist  Church,  after  using  the  Carpen- 
ti.er  School  House,  which  they  moved  to  the  west 
side  of  Washington  street  between  5th  and  6th 
streets,  built  at  the  N.  W.  Cor.  of  9th  and  Wash- 
ington streets.  This  building  was  moved  to  the 
north  side  of  17th  street  east  of  San  Pablo  avenue 
and  used  by  the  German  Methodists.  It  is  now  a 
junk  shop. 

The  First  Congregational  Church,  built  in  1860,  occu- 
pied the  entire  block  between  10th  and  1  1th,  Broad- 
way and  Washington  streets.  It  faced  Broadway, 
afterwards  moved  to  face  Washington  street  and 
finally  torn  down. 

The  St.  Mary's  Roman  Catholic  Church  was  a  low, 
gothic  structure  facing  7th  street  in  the  same 
block  as  the  present  church. 

(To  be  continued) 
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SIDE  LIGHTS  ON  THE  DANCE 

By  Aich  Pay  Aye 


OUR  first  "Get  together"  party  this  year 
was  thoroughly  enjoyed  by  all  as  it 
was  the  formal  opening  of  our  new 
home.  Over  350  invitations  were  issued. 
We  are  pleased  to  note  that  Mr.  Williams 
has  learned  to  dance.  He  says  he  got  tired 
of  being  on  the  outside  looking  in.  Mr. 
Westover  is  also  a  new  recruit  and  we  noticed 
he  did  not  miss  anything. 

We  do  not  think  it  was  quite  fair.  John 
Larsen  brought  her  along,  but  did  you  notice 
him  introducing  her  to  anyone?      No  indeed! 

We  ordered  cake  enough  for  450.  We 
did  not  have  that  many  but  where  did  the 
cake  go?  There  must  have  been  a  cake  eat- 
ing contest  on  the  second  floor. 

We  must  say  that  Mr.  Magerstadt  is  the 
dancing  kid.  He  tried  to  dance  with  all  the 
girls   and   to   see   that   everyone   had   a   good 


time.     We  might  add  that  Mr.  Wilhelm  did 
not  sit  down  during  the  entire  evening. 

Mr.  Thatcher  is  getting  more  graceful.  A 
big  improvement  was  noticed.  He  must 
have  been  taking  lessons  or  maybe  it  is  the 
daily  exercise. 

Mr.  Marks  had  a  popular  little  party  all 
his  own  in  one  of  the  offices  on  the  third 
floor. 

We  had  a  good  natured  orchestra  as  they 
played  two  and  three  encores  for  every  dance 
and  the  music  finally  stopped  about  2:30, 
and  everyone  agreed  that  they  had  a  wonder- 
ful time.  We  were  all  together  for  a  joyous, 
care-free  evening  of  fun.  An  evening  full  to 
overflowing  with  good  cheer  and  happiness. 

We  want  to  thank  all  who  helped  as  space 
does  not  permit  of  mentioning  every  name. 
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"BUBBLES  "from  OUR 
CORRESPONDENTS 


OAKLAND  -BERKELEY 
ALAMEDA-  RICHMOND 
CORPORATION  YARD 


J. 


P.    FlEBERLING 

Correspondent 


OAKLAND  DIVISION 

General  Offices — We  were  very 
much  surprised  to  learn  that  some 
girls  in  this  company  can  sew.  If  you 
don't  believe  it,  take  a  look  at  the  pretty 
cushions  in  the  rest  rooms. 

Robert  Clinton  has  resigned  his  duties  as 
elevator  pilot  as  he  is 
studying  civil  engineer- 
ing.    Mr.  Cosad  takes 
his  position. 

Mr.  Reed  of  the 
Railroad  Commission 
has  been  with  us  for 
some  time.  We  miss 
him.  He  may  be  good 
at  figures,  but  he  can- 
not dance — much. 

Wanted :  Those 
who  smoke  cigarettes 
to  place  them  any- 
where but  the  edges 
of  the  new  desks  and 
tables. 

We  are  so  delighted  with  our  new  quar- 
ters and  exceedingly  proud  of  them.  The 
furnishings  are  in  keeping  with  the  building 
and  we  feel  that  we  are  very  lucky  to  be  so 
splendidly  housed. 

Recently  Mr.  Wilhelm  and  Mr.  Tasheira 
decided  to  desert  Queen  Nicotine.  For 
about  a  week  they  both  had  a  sort  of  a  sea 
sick  look.  They  wanted  to  smoke  but 
couldn't  on  account  of  a  high  forfeit;  how- 
ever, they  mutually  agreed  to  resort  to  their 
former  habit  and  they  are  again  wearing  the 
smile  that  won't  come  off. 

Funny  how  consistent  women  are:  They 
cut  off  their  sleeves  and  then  spend  $  1  0  or 
$  1  5  for  gloves  to  cover  up  their  arms. 

We  notice  Miss  Cooper  yawning  fre- 
quently. Is  it  the  sun,  spring  fever,  or  late 
nights?  Probably  the  unaccustomed  sun  and 
air. 

Mr.  G.  W.  Hawley  and  C.  W.  Grannell 
will  be  with  us  in  the  engineering  department 
fcr  a  few  months.      We  are  mighty  glad  to 


have  you.  I  wonder  if  they  get  that  smile 
by  working  on  the  outside.  It's  too  bad  we 
all  can't  have  a  smile  like  theirs. 

Mr.  Lem  Ogden  who  has  been  ill  is  back 
with  us  again.  It  is  good  to  see  you  "On 
the  job"  again. 

Mr.  I.  Ogden  and  W.  C.  Wickman  have 
resumed  work  at  the  39th  Avenue  Reservoir. 

The  other  day  Mr.  Reinhardt  was  busy 
and  Mr.  Wilcox  was  asked  to  drill  the  boys. 
He  was  a  drill  sergeant  during  the  war  and 
so  mighty  good  that  they  kept  him  here  at 
home  to  drill  the  rookies.  Anyway  he  made 
the  boys  on  the  third  floor  sit  up  and  take 
notice.  That  afternoon  they  all  got  weighed. 
Isn't  it  about  time  to  start  an  awkward 
squad? 

Miss  Blake  says  she  is  convinced  there  is 
nothing  so  keen  as  our  letter  opener. 

A  meeting  of  the  operating  heads,  general 
office  force  and  business  office  representatives 
was   held   at   the    Hotel   Oakland    on     April 


Some  Speed  Burner 
Position  is  everything  in  life 
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"Jupiter  Pluvius"  and  "Maggie" 

Looking  Them  Over  at  the  Beach" 

9th.  General  Manager  Wilhelm  presided. 
The  purposes  of  the  meeting  was  to  bring 
about  a  closer  co-operation  between  the  differ- 
ent departments  and  the  keeping  up  of  the 
pumping  and  distribution  system  to  a  high 
state  of  efficiency  to  care  for  all  needs  and 
the  heavy  draft  during  the  summer  season. 
A  dinner  was  served  to  those  present  before 
the  meeting  convened.  The  General  Man- 
ager thanked  all  for  the  timely  suggestions 
and  the  pledge  of  hearty  co-operation. 

On  April  1  7th  at  a  meeting  in  San  Fran- 
cisco the  members  of  the  American  Water 
Works  Association  residing  in  California, 
formed  a  Local  Section,  to  be  known  as  the 
California  Section.  They  feel  that  many 
benefits  are  to  be  obtained  from  closer  con- 
tact of  those  interested  in  water  works  through 
verbal  discussions  which  may  be  brought  up 
at  the  meetings. 


Have  you  noticed  how  the  men  are  all 
striving  for  a  perfect  36?  Under  the  direc- 
tion of  Captain  Harry  Reinhardt,  a  military 
drill  is  in  order  every  day  at  1  1  :45.  Most 
of  them  were  once  well  satisfied  with  a  free 
lunch,  but  after  the  strenuous  athletics,  they 
are  now  ready  for  a  full  dinner  pail.  Captain 
Harry  says  he  will  do  his  part  toward  the 
Adonis  figure  but  who  is  going  to  pay  for  all 
the  new  suits  after  the  surplus  weight  has  dis- 
appeared? 

Windows  are  wonderful  things.  Without 
windows  there  would  be  no  fresh  air  fiends. 

Mr.  P.  E.  Magerstadt  recently  took  a  trip 
to  Oregon  where  he  purchased  some  pipe. 
He  returned  with  a  new  suit,  a  regular  smile, 
an  Oregon  shave  and  hair  cut.  My  word! 
F.  M.  S.  should  watch  "Maggie's"  expense 
voucher. 

A  man  is  a  failure  when  he  tries  to  rule 
others  by  bullying  instead  of  example. 

Miss  Blake  has  started  a  school  of  vamp- 
ing. She  has  one  pupil  in  the  beginner's 
class.  He  is  about  to  graduate  and  is  now 
ready  for  Lesson  No.  Two.  Some  delicious 
ice  cream  was  awarded  for  her  efforts.  We 
are  wondering  if  he  would  like  to  change  his 
teacher  for  the  second  lesson. 

We  missed  Miss  Farnocchia  at  the  dance. 
Be  sure  and  come  to  the  next  one.  We 
know  Mr.  McKean  does  not  dance  but  why 
not  learn.  At  least  you  might  have  enjoyed 
an  Irish  plum  and  a  piece  of  cake  with  us. 

Miss  Edith  Whittier  is  spending  her  va- 
cation in  Los  Angeles.  She  may  not  come 
back.  That  hope  chest  must  be  full  by  this 
time. 

In  this  issue  we  read  about  one  of  our 
Alameda  employees  with  $  1  000  in  gold ;  a 
Richmond  employee  with  20  perfectly  good 
pigs  and  another  with  a  Texas  oil  lease  pro- 
ducing a  gusher.  It's  getting  entirely  too 
tame  in  the  main  office.  Can't  we  get  trans- 
ferred? We  may  get  some  inspiration  on 
the  accumulating  of  shekels. 

Oakland  Business  Office — The  up- 
permost thought  in  our  minds  at  the  present 
time  is  the  fact  that  we  are  now  located  in 
our  new  building  at  5 1 2  Sixteenth  Street. 
It  is  such  a  decided  change  from  our 
former  crowded  quarters  that  it  will  take 
us  some  little  time  to  get  used  to  its 
bigness  and  many  conveniences.  The  busi- 
ness  office   is   spacious,    clean   and   sunshiny; 
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the  general  atmosphere  and  surroundings  are 
so  much  more  wholesome  than  our  former 
location  that  the  change  is  like  taking  a  vaca- 
tion. We  wish  particularly  to  call  attention 
to  the  fourth  floor  which  has  been  reserved 
entirely  for  the  girls  as  a  rest  room  and  roof 
garden.  There  is  a  small,  fully  equipped 
kitchenette  attached,  with  electrical  cooking 
conveniences  and  the  rest  of  the  rooms  are 
comfortably  and  tastefully  furnished.  We 
are  pleased  and  satisfied  and  wish  to  say 
that  the  company  has  looked  to  the  welfare 
and  comfort  of  its  employees  in  planning  the 
new  home. 

Miss  Pollard  is  very  busy  these  days 
getting  things  together  in  the  girls'  rest  rooms. 
She  is  assembling  the  kitchen  utensils  and  at 
the  same  time  is  seeing  to  it  that  the  first  aid 
chest  is  well  supplied.  Quite  a  safety  first 
diplomat — don't  you  think? 

Martin  Blote  seemed  quite  lost  in  the  new 
office  for  some  time.  We  couldn't  under- 
stand his  melancholy  look  at  first  but  finally 
found  out  what  the  trouble  was.  Martin 
lost  his  old  friend,  Mr.  Roll  Top  Desk,  with 
whom  he  had  been  friendly  for  so  many, 
many  years  in  the  old  office,  and  in  whose 
pockets  were  deposited  many  memories  and 
mysteries.  It  is  a  good  thing  that  time  heals 
all  wounds  and  we  believe  that  it  will  soon 
be  all  right.  He  is  gradually  breaking  away 
from  his  first  love  and  getting  acquainted 
with  Mr.  Flat  Top  Desk. 

Mrs.  Charles  re- 
cently paid  a  visit  to 
Turlock,  her  former 
home.  She  says  that 
the  San  Joaquin  Val- 
ley is  very  beautiful 
at  this  time  of  the 
year  and  the  recent 
rains  have  assured  the 
farmers  a  prosperous 
season. 

Miss  Ann  Norling 
of  the  Billing  Depart- 
ment has  started  the 
1  920  vacation  season. 
She  left  April  19th 
for  a  visit  with  her 
folks  in  Chicago  and, 
if  possible,  will  run 
down  to  little  old 
"Noo     Yawk."      We 


This  is  not  a  Chinaman, 
it's  Ralph. 


don't  mean  this  literally,  Ann  does  not  like 
to  run. 

Mrs.  Grace  Lahr  and  Mrs.  Josephine 
Naas  are  newcomers  in  our  office  force.  We 
welcome  them  and  hope  they  will  become 
valuable  additions  to  the  East  Bay  Water 
Company  family. 

Frank  Pretti  wears  a  perpetual  smile  these 
days  and  well  may  he  do  so.  The  stork  left 
a  new  boy  at  the  house  and  Frank  says  you 
can  bet  your  life  Andruss  has  nothing  on 
him.  We  congratulate  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Pretti 
and  wish  little  Frank  Stanley  a  successful 
and  happy  life. 

Lee  Hume  and  Ernie  Moore,  former 
employees  of  this  company  recently  paid  us 
a  visit.  They  are  both  with  the  Spreckles 
Sugar  Company,  but  located  at  different 
plants.  We  were  glad  to  see  them  as  we  are 
always  glad  to  have  old  friends  call. 

Tom  Hansen,  Sales  Manager,  has  been 
quite  ill  and  confined  to  his  home.  He  is 
rapidly  improving,  however,  and  we  hope 
he  will  soon  be  back  at  his  desk. 

John  Larsen,  head  of  the  Billing  Depart- 
ment, has  his  hands  full  these  days.  Mr. 
Thatcher  appointed  him  engineer  of  the  build- 
ing and  it  keeps  him  jumping  to  fulfill  all  his 
duties. 
Miss  Farrell  and  Miss  Sylvia  like  peanut  candy  very 

much, 
Mrs.  Forkey  says  it's  dandy  and  there  is  none  such, 

But  little  Miss  Cooper  is  very  classy,  don't  you  know, 
And  says  that  chocolates  are  the  thing,  and  all  the  go. 

So  they  each  made  their  wish  and  their  dreams  came 

true. 
If  you  don't  believe  it,  ask  them  and  they  might  tell 

you. 

Alameda  Tevis  Craft  is  a  devoted  student 
of  the  calisthenic  class  organized  by  Capt. 
Harry  Rinehardt.  The  old  boy  believes  that 
if  he  keeps  up  the  good  work,  daily,  he  will 
develop  a  perfect  form.     We  hope  so. 

Miss  Ryan  recently  of  Portland,  Oregon, 
is  a  new  addition  to  our  office  force.  She 
has  been  placed  in  the  Billing  Department 
and  takes  the  place  made  vacant  by  the 
resignation  of  Mrs.  Cameron. 

The  house  warming  in  the  new  building 
took  place  Thursday  evening,  April  22nd. 
It  was  declared  a  complete  success  by  all 
those  present  and  it  was  a  sight  calculated  to 
make  one  feel  glad  to  see  the  freshness  and 
brightness  of  the  folks  assembled.  Meter 
reader,  Bob  Cavanaugh,  and  his  jazz  orches- 
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tra  furnished  the  music  and  believe  me  it  was 
a  classic  of  its  kind.  Lou  Farrell  was  floor 
manager  and  kept  things  moving.  There 
were  lots  of  Paul  Jones  and  tag  dances  which 
gave  the  boys  and  girls  plenty  of  enjoyment 
and  an  opportunity  to  get  better  acquainted. 
Light  refreshments  were  served  on  the  second 
floor  and  the  "Chief"  saw  that  the  boys  had 
plenty  of  smokes.  Taking  it  all  in  all  it  was 
a  wonderful  dream  night  and  a  person  would 
have  to  travel  long  and  far  before  he  would 
find  such  a  congenial  and  adaptable  gather- 
ing. A  feature  of  the  evening  was  a  garlic 
dance  by  Signor  Frank  Pretti  and  Madonna 
Roberta  Murdock.  It  was  a  unique  stunt 
and  won  the  plaudits  of  the  audience.  When 
the  lights  were  dimmed  and  the  music  silenced, 
we  departed  with  a  smile  and  a  happy  feel- 
ing for  we  had  been  assured  by  Mr.  Wil- 
helm  that  these  social  affairs  were  to  be  a 
regular  occurrence  of  the  future,  and  that  he 
was  with  us  for  all  clean,  wholesome  recrea- 
tions and  sport  when  given  at  the  proper  time 
and  place.  By  general  observance  and  num- 
ber of  partners,  we  would  say  that  the  belle 
of  the  dance  was  dressed  in  red,  white,  and 
blue — almost.  Are  we  wrong?  We  did  not 
have  a  Grand  March  because  Abe  Solomon 
did  not  show  up  to  lead  us. 


n  ■ 


(EVERYBODV>l|; 
mm      W  your  m> 

9M.  JPARTNERSI  > 
f  (  FOR  THE  \*ili 
_J  N  EXT  W A  UTZ.  Y//I' 


Foreman  Dutton  of  the  Meter  Readers  is 
sore  at  John  D.  He  recently  purchased  a 
car  and  says  that  no  sooner  had  the  sale  been 
consummated  than  the  price  of  oil  and  gaso- 
line went  up. 

Moral:     Ride  a  bicycle. 

Miss  Lawrence  says  she  can  give  me  no 
news  about  Miss  Sparrow  because  Grace 
goes  out  with  the  same  fellow  all  the  time. 

It's   in   the   air.      What?      Baseball.      So 


look  for  the  big  event.  The  Yardariano  and 
Wateriano  are  getting  restless  and  will,  no 
doubt,  soon  meet  in  the  arena  to  settle  the 
argument. 

Central  Billing  Bureau  —  The 
work  is  gradually  getting  heavier  in  the 
addressograph  department.  Miss  Sylvia  and 
Mrs.  Forkey  are  handling  more  accounts  this 
year  than  ever  before  in  the  history  of  the 
company.  The  increase  is  averaging  about 
200  new  accounts  per  month. 

The  extensionists  like  their  new  quarters 
and  they  are  happy  and  contented.  They 
are  doing  good  team  work.  Miss  Ryan  has 
been  transferred  to  the  extension  department 
with  Mrs.  Voigt.  Mrs.  Mau  and  Miss 
Mundell  work  together  and  Miss  Mulhol- 
land  and  Miss  Larson. 

When  you  walk  across  the  floor,  at  least 
pretend  that  you  have  a  little  jazz  and  pep, 
even  if  you  are  tired.  Don't  be  dead  on  your 
feet.  If  you  are  going  somewhere,  act  as  if 
you  are  on  your  way. 

Miss  Cooper,  our  punch  operator,  is  now 
handling  between  3500  and  4000  cards  per 
day.  Each  card  carries  1 8  punches,  mak- 
ing about  72,000  punches  each  day.  She 
will  average  about  1  error  a  month.  If  she 
was  a  ball  player,  she  would  have  some 
reputation  by  this  time. 

Miss  Farrell  punches  the  cards  for  all  new 
business  and  all  special  readings  and  checks 
in  all  paid  cards — in  fact,  she  does  so  many 
things  that  are  Greek  to  me  that  it  will  re- 
quire a  special  article  in  a  later  edition. 

Sluicings  from  San  Pablo  Project — 
Engineer  George  Hawley  has  transferred  his 
headquarters  to  the  General  Office,  Oakland, 
where  in  addition  to  his  work  with  the  Filter 
Plant  and  the  Dam,  he  will  have  charge  of 
building  the  39th  Avenue  Reservoir. 

Finishing  touches  are  now  being  put  on 
the  Filter  Plant. 

The  Outlet  Tunnel  is  now  completed, 
concreting  operations  have  begun  on  the  Wild 
Cat  Shaft  and  will  be  completed  before  the 
next  issue  of  BUBBLES. 

Sluicing  operations  at  the  dam  have  been 
temporarily  discontinued. 

A  pumping  unit  will  soon  be  installed  for 
the  purpose  of  supplying  water  from  the  San 
Pablo  Reservoir  to  the  operating  department. 

Ed  Taylor  has  moved  part  of  his  efficient 
organization  to  the  39th  Avenue  Reservoir. 
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Mr.  Albert,  Superintendent  for  Bates  and 
Borland,  has  been  ill.  We  are  glad  to  note 
a  change  in  his  condition  for  the  better. 

Those  of  us  who  attended  the  House 
Warming  in  the  new  Water  Company  home, 
appreciated  the  courtesy  shown  us  all  and 
we  enjoyed  the  evening  hugely. 

Bates  and  Borland  have  started  paving 
the  road  through  San  Pablo  Canyon  and 
within  a  few  months  will  have  the  work  com- 
pleted. The  road  will  then  be  one  of  the 
scenic  attractions  around  the   Bay  region. 

A  number  of  the  girls  from  the  main 
office  recently  visited  the  San  Pablo  Dam 
and  Filter  Plant.  They  all  seemed  properly 
impressed  with  the  different  work  pointed  out 
to  them  and  evidently  enjoyed  seeing  the 
project. 

Mr.  Green  will  shortly  move  into  one  of 
the  residences  at  the  dam  as  his  work  will 
keep  him  constantly  on  the  job. 

Those  of  us  who  have  been  at  the  Dam 
since  sluicing  operations  started  believe  a 
record  has  been  established  in  moving  mate- 
rial, as  we  have  sluiced  1,509,975  cubic 
yards  of  earth  and  rock  within  a  period  of 
25  months,  the  cost  of  which  compares  most 
favorably  with  any  operation  of  a  like 
nature  that  has  been  done  in  the  country  dur- 
ing these  war  times.  Only  one  man  lost  his 
life  on  the  dam  and  that  was  purely  acci- 
dental and  no  other  man  was  seriously 
injured.  To  have  the  reader  gain  some  idea 
of  the  magnitude  of  the  operations  carried  on, 
we  will  mention  the  fact  that  the  electric 
energy  consumed  was  4,046,277  horse 
power  hours.  In  the  next  issue  of  BUBBLES 
provided  we  have  sufficient  time  at  our  dis- 
posal, we  will  endeavor  to  present  some  sta- 
tistics relating  to  the  construction  of  the  dam, 
the  filter  plant  and  the  outlet  tunnel. 

If  I  were  a  girl  and  worked  in  the  Oak- 
land office  and  had  a  desire  to  see  the  Filter 
Plant  and  the  Dam  and  Tunnel,  I  would  just 
remember  that  this  is  leap  year.  I  would  see 
the  above  places  some  Saturday  afternoon. 
I  would  smile  at  some  of  those  men  in  the 
office  and  if  the  smile  did  not  turn  the  trick 
I  would  ask  some  of  those  birds  outright  to 
take  me  out  to  give  the  project  the  once  over, 
even  if  I  had  to  promise  to  take  a  basket 
lunch  along.  What?  (We  tried  that  trick 
but  it  didn't  work.) 


Marilla  M. 
Williams 

Correspondent 


CORPORATION  YARD 

MR.    S.     M.     MARKS,    Secretary-Treas- 
urer,   and    Chief    Accountant    Smith 
of  the  General  offices  paid  us  a  visit 
recently. 

Here's  a  good  one:  On  the  evening  of 
April  1st,  1920,  Mr.  Farrell  was  called  to 
the  'phone  by  the 
Oakland  Police  De- 
partment. They  in- 
formed him  that  one 
of  his  foremen,  Bill 
Johnson  by  name,  was 
securely  locked  up  in 
the  "pen"  and  would 
be  detained  there  until 
the  large  sum  of  $  1  0 
was  paid  for  his  free- 
dom. Mr.  Farrell, 
remembering  that  it 
was  April  Fool's  Day, 
smiled  and  said  that  it 
would  take  more  than 
that  to  fool  him  and  immediately  forgot  about 
poor  "Bill."  About  12  o'clock  "Bill"  got 
tired  of  his  little  two  by  four  cell  and  asked 
permission  to  use  the  telephone.  He  was 
granted  this,  so  he  called  on  a  fellow  worker, 
Patrick  Shally,  and  told  him  his  story.  "Pat" 
dolled  up  and  found  his  way  to  the  Police 
Station  where  he  encountered  poor  "Bill"  in 
a  very  poor  state  of  mind.  Pat  paid  the  bail 
and  Bill  was  immediately  freed.  It  seems 
that  Bill  was  sent  out  after  five  o'clock  on  a 
"hurry  up"  call  and  it  became  dark  before 
he  reached  his  destination.  When  Bill  tried 
to  turn  the  lights  on,  he  discovered  that  they 
were  not  working,  so  it  was  only  a  course  of 
a  few  moments  until  "Bill"  was  hailed  by  a 
sturdy  "Cop,"  who  escorted  him  to  the  City 
Hall.  Maybe  next  time  "Bill"  will  take 
care  that  he  is  prepared  for  the  dark — 
(Cops). 

Gordon  McMahon  is  working  in  the 
Turn-off  Department  during  the  summer 
months  so  he  can  fill  the  place  of  the  other 
boys  while  they  enjoy  themselves  in  the 
country. 

Jack  Griffin,  Warehouseman,  is  proving 
himself  to  be  a  first  class  man  for  the  "job" 
and  is  keeping  the  warehouse  in  fine  con- 
dition. 

We  were  well  represented  at  the  dance. 
Everybody  had  a  good  time  and  we  are  all 
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anxiously  waiting   for  the   next   one   to   take 
place. 

Roy  Waterman  "Our  service  man,"  has 
been  quite  busy  lately  installing  new  services. 
This  is  caused  by  the  extensive  building  of 
houses  that  is  continually  going  on. 

R.  Sparrow  has  returned  to  work  after  a 
few  weeks'  vacation  which  he  said  he 
enjoyed  immensely. 

On  March  24th,  the  Stork  visited  the 
home  of  Mr.  Pretti  and  left  a  son.  The 
baby  has  been  christened  Frank  R.  Pretti, 
Jr.     Congratulations  "Franks!" 

"Shorty"  Hunter,  Chief  Carpenter,  is  on 
the  go  from  morning  until  night.  He  has 
been  exceptionally  busy  straightening  things 
around  at  the  new  office  building. 

Our  fleet  of  automobiles  and  trucks  is 
gradually  growing  larger.  We  have  sixty 
in  all.  Just  recently  a  Reo  and  an  Oldsmo- 
bile  truck  were  purchased  for  construction 
and  delivery  work  respectively.  Roy  Standi- 
ford  is  in  charge  of  the  Oldsmobile  and  Emil 
Esola  has  been  appointed  to  the  Reo  Truck. 
If  the  city  continues  to  grow  it  wont  be  long 
before  we  reach  the  hundred  mark. 

Mr.  Pretti  and  his  four  able  assistants 
have  been  working  exceptionally  hard  the  last 
few  months.  Their  duties  are  to  turn  off  and 
on  the  water  and  to  collect  delinquent  bills. 
Mr.  Pretti  has  submitted  to  us  an  accurate 
list  of  work  accomplished  for  the  months  of 
January  and  February: 

Water   Turned    Off   and   On 3,619 

Returned  Delinquent  Bills 939 

Meters  Locked — Non-Payment 120 

Delinquent  Bills   Collected 1,043 

Closing  Bills  Returned  672 

Closing  Bills  Collected  366 

Inspections    355 

Miscellaneous  Orders 465 

Amount    Collected $3,988.06 

"Pop"  Wilkins  is  still  keeping  the  meter 
records  in  order  and  also  taking  care  of  the 
old  records  of  the  Company. 

Several  gallons  of  Pig-skin  paint  have 
been  purchased.  Yard  Foreman  Ed.  Mc- 
kinney  is  proceeding  to  "doll  up"  the  tools 
in  the  Yard. 

Harry  Agnew,  night  garageman,  is  back 
with  us  again.  Let's  hope  that  he  doesn't 
get  into  any  more  "scrapes"  with  the  "Liz- 
zies" and  "Henrys." 

Irving  S.  Domes,  former  warehouseman, 
paid  us  a  visit  recently.  He  reports  that  he 
likes  his  new  position  very  well. 


City  Supt.  Farrell  and  his  construction 
crew  are  constantly  at  work  installing  mains 
and  services.  There  are  about  fourteen 
foremen  in  all  and  each  foreman  has  several 
helpers,  making  approximately  forty  men  in 
this  crew.  This  department  is  rapidly  increas- 
ing as  the  demand  for  new  services  and 
mains  is  increasing  more  and  more  each 
month. 

"Doc"  Al  Clark  is  pretty  busy  lately  per- 
forming minor  operations  on  all  the  "Liz- 
zies" and  "Henrys." 

Harry  Hilbert  has  purchased  an  Over- 
land touring  car.  We're  all  expecting  a  nice 
long  ride  soon. 

Wonder  what  Frank  Stagnaro  is  doing 
with  all  the  gold  braid  on  his  new  suit? 

I  hear  rumors  of  a  Hiking  Club.  Just 
rumors,  but  personally  I  would  much  like  to 
see  this  an  accomplished  fact.  Lots  of  real 
enjoyment  can  be  had  out  of  such  a  club  and 
socially  it  would  be  fine.  The  activities  con- 
nected with  it  will  lead  to  an  enlarged  num- 
ber of  social  enjoyments,  which  will  add  to 
general  efficiency  in  the  routine  of  business. 

George  Shaw,  Helper  in  the  Garage,  left 
us  for  a  few  days  and  journeyed  up  to  a 
mine  near  Dimond  Springs  with  Mr.  Paul- 
son, formerly  foreman  in  the  Piedmont  Divis- 
ion, to  deliver  some  gasoline  and  oil.  George 
said  he  wouldn't  mind  if  those  chances  came 
a  little  oftener. 

"Stew  bad"  there  aren't  more  girls  in  our 
office  so  we  could  challenge  the  girls  at  the 
General  and  Business  offices  to  a  game  of 
tiddle-de-winks  or  something.  We'd  show 
'em  a  thing  or  two. 

J.  Griffin,  Warehouseman,  purchased  a 
nice  new  Baby-Grand  Chevrolet  Touring  car 
recently.  What  are  the  chances  for  a  ride, 
Jack? 

Who'd  ever  think  it!  It  has  been  dis- 
covered by  our  efficient  Yard  Detective, 
"Hawkshaw,"  that  our  ever-faithful  Black- 
smith, Walter  Anderson,  has  been  stealing 
(steeling)  on  an  average  of  thirty  or  forty 
picks  a  month.     Shame  on  you  "Walter." 

The  39th  Avenue  Reservoir,  which  was 
excavated  last  year,  is  now  receiving  the  fin- 
ishing touches.  "Shorty"  Hunter  reports  that 
he  is  "lining  it  up"  and  it  will  not  be  long 
before  he  can  put  a  roof  over  it.  This  reser- 
voir will  help  to  make  the  distribution  system 
more  efficient. 
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BERKELEY   DIVISION 

INVITATIONS  were  recently  issued  to  attend 
a  housewarming  at  the  Company's  new 
home  on  Sixteenth  Street,  to  be  held  on 
the  evening  of  April  22nd.  Were  we  there? 
You  bet  we  were.  This  division  was  repre- 
sented by  the  following  employees:  Mrs. 
M.  Handel,  Mrs.  H. 
Hooper,  Mr.  J.  Frick 
and  Ye  Correspond- 
ent. All  reported  a 
very  good  time  with 
the  hopes  of  another 
party  in  the  near  fu- 
ture. 

It  was  noted  that 
John  and  Will  came 
together  with  "Liz- 
zie." We  wondered 
why  and  we  are  now 
glad  to  state  that  Will       ^    ]-[    Blais 

was  very  anxious  to  go  Correspondent 

and  so  was  John,  but 

their  better-halfs  were  undecided  whether  it 
would  be  safe  for  them  to  travel  that  far 
alone.  Mrs.  Frick  told  John  that  if  Mr. 
Stoddard  could  go  she  would  permit  him  to 
join  in  the  fun  and  Mrs.  Stoddard  delivered 
the  same  ultimatum,  provided,  however,  they 
would  return  at  1  0  o'clock.  They  promised. 
They  left  for  Oakland.  Arrived  in  time  for 
the  grand  march.  Ten  o'clock  arrived,  so 
does  eleven  and  twelve  in  rapid  succession. 
John  looked  at  his  watch  and  said  to  Will, 
"Let's  beat  it.  We  got  to  get  home  before 
breakfast."  They  did.  John  left  Will  a 
half  mile  from  his  home  for  he  did  not  want 
to  take  any  chances  arousing  Mrs.  Will  from 
her  slumber.  After  bidding  each  a  safe 
arrival,  they  turned  respectively  to  their 
homes.  On  reaching  the  front  door,  Will 
took  off  his  shoes  and  expected  to  enter  noise- 
lessly but  the  Mrs.  had  laid  a  trap.  Will  fell 
squarely  into  the  middle  of  it.  As  for  John 
— well — he  passed  the  buck  to  "Lizzie."  As 
she  can't  talk,  we  get  only  one  side  of  the 
story.  John  said  that  if  she  didn't  rattle  so 
much  he  would  have  played  safe.  Anyhow 
we  notice  that  the  boys  have  been  hanging 
around  the  home  fireside  since  the  big  dance. 

Saturday,  April  24th,  the  high  school 
athletic  field,  which  is  across  the  street  from 
our  office,  was  a  very  busy  place.     This  large 


tract  of  land  was  transformed  over  night  to 
represent  one  of  the  market  places  of  France. 
The  purpose  of  the  market  was  to  raise  funds 
to  help  the  war-stricken  people  of  Northern 
France  and  Serbia.  We  are  glad  to  report 
that  the  affair  was  a  huge  success.  Mrs. 
Harry  Allston  Williams  was  the  chairman 
of  the  committee  handling  the  affair.  The 
Pacific  Gas  and  Electric  Company  furnished 
the  gas  and  electricity,  while  we  furnished 
the  water,  also  the  majority  of  the  boughs  and 
greens  which  were  used  in  covering  the  vari- 
ous booths  which  totaled  close  to  fifty. 

During  the  week  several  surveys  have  been 
made  of  the  office,  with  regard  to  a  general 
rearrangement  of  our  office  equipment.  New 
furniture  is  being  added  and  the  old  has  been 
placed  in  the  discard.  When  we  have  had 
our  walls  kalsomined  and  a  few  potted  plants 
scattered  around,  we  hope  to  have  an  office 
that  our  consumers  will  be  proud  of. 

Our  stenographer,  Miss  C.  Smith,  sprained 
her  ankle  quite  badly  ten  days  ago  and  has 
been  unable  to  attend  to  her  duties.  We  hope 
soon  to  see  her  at  her  desk.  Mrs.  Maas  of 
the  Oakland  office  is  filling  in  very  well. 

Mrs.  M.  Handel,  our  cashier,  has  left  our 
employ. 

Miss  E.  Gillen,  our  assistant  cashier,  was 
laid  up  on  the  sick  list  for  a  couple  of  days. 
We  again  sent  our  S.  O.  S.  to  the  General 
Office  and  were  rewarded.  Smiling  Mr.  R. 
Boyd  of  the  On  and  Off  Department  was 
sent  us.  Ralph  surely  fits  in  any  place  you 
put  him. 

As  usual  the  service  wagons  are  continu- 
ally on  the  go.  At  the  present  time  there  are 
over  one  hundred  and  fifty  new  homes  in 
course  of  construction  in  different  sections  of 
Berkeley.  Contractor  Pavert  of  Oakland  is 
erecting  1  4  houses  adjoining  one  another  on 
Parker,  Grove  and  Carlton  streets.  Con- 
tractor MacGregor  has  8  bungalows  under 
construction  at  Blake  and  Baker  streets.  If 
building  material  was  cheaper,  you  would 
see  over  one  thousand  new  homes  of  various 
sizes  being  built  in  this  city  at  the  present 
time. 

We  are  glad  to  state  that  during  the  past 
month  we  have  acquired  the  territory  which 
was  formerly  served  by  the  Oakland  Bank 
of  Savings  in  what  is  known  as  Kensington 
Park  which  lies  in  Contra  Costa  County. 
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Geo.  A.  McKean 

Correspondent 


ALAMEDA  DIVISION 

THAT  business  is  good  and  will  continue 
to  get  better  is  shown  by  the  many  new 
stores  and  enterprises  locating  and 
about  to  locate  in  Alameda.  Already  capital 
representing  various  chain  stores  has  decided 
upon  a  permanent  location  here,  and  in  addi- 
tion to  this,  four  new 
drug  stores  have  made 
application  for  busi- 
ness licenses. 

No  longer  will  it  be 
necessary  for  the  mer- 
chants of  the  East  Bay 
region  to  send  to 
Europe  for  their 
Christmas  stock  of 
toys,  as  we  have  a  toy 
factory  here  in  the 
course  of  construction 
which  will  be  ample  to 
supply  all  demands. 
In  the  west  end,  con- 
siderable activity  is  going  on  also,  one  oil 
company  having  a  plant  under  construction 
which  when  completed  will  represent  an  out- 
lay of  over  a  half  million  dollars.  Just 
adjoining  this  property  a  coal  company  has 
let  contracts  for  $500,000  for  the  erection 
of  wharves  and  equipment  necessary  in  hand- 
ling their  great  volume  of  business.  All  this 
construction  work  is  going  on  in  spite  of  the 
high  cost  of  material  and  labor  and  who 
knows  but  Alameda  in  a  few  years  will  be 
known  as  an  industrial  center  as  well  as  a  city 
of  homes. 

Joe  Paladini,  foreman  of  the  service  truck 
gave  us  quite  a  little  treat  the  other  day  by 
allowing  the  office  force  to  look  (just  look) 
at  almost  one  thousand  dollars  in  bright  yel- 
low twenties.  It  looked  as  though  Joe  had 
run  across  some  of  Captain  Kidd's  hidden 
treasure  until  he  explained  that  a  business 
deal  had  just  been  closed.  We  did  not  think 
that  any  one  person  could  have  that  much 
gold  in  the  United  States,  however  he  does 
not  claim  relationship  with  the  famous  fish 
king,  but  anyone  who  can  get  a  corner  on  that 
quantity  of  gold  must  surely  have  some  royal 
blood  in  his  veins.  (Where  did  he  put  this 
gold)  ? 


C.  E.  Clark 

Correspondent 


RICHMOND  DIVISION 

Miss  Charlotte  M.  Tueck,  who 
was  with-  our  Company  in  the  busi- 
ness office  of  this  division  for  over 
five  years,  and  who  left  us  last  December, 
committed  "Matrimony"  on  April  26th  in 
San  Francisco.  She  will  hereafter  be  known 
as  Mrs.  Fred  Werth- 
mann.  Her  husband 
is  one  of  our  energetic 
young  business  men, 
he  having  a  meat  mar- 
ket at  22nd  and  Bar- 
rett Avenue.  We  are 
all  very  glad  that  she 
will  not  leave  Rich- 
mond. All  join  in 
extending  to  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Werthmann  our 
very  best  wishes.  May 
your  life  be  long  and 
your  journey  happy 
and  pleasant. 

C.  E.  Anderson,  our  general  "on"  and 
"off"  man,  has  recently  launched  out  into 
the  pig  business.  He  has  just  bought  20  of 
the  finest  looking  pigs  (not  squealers)  ever 
seen  in  Richmond,  and  even  if  they  are  only 
guinea  pigs,  he  says  they  are  money  makers. 

We  also  have  to  report  the  good  fortune 
of  another  of  the  employees  of  the  Richmond 
Division:  Joe  Odum  of  the  service  depart- 
ment has  just  been  informed  that  one  of  his 
Texas  oil  leases  has  produced  a  gusher. 
Hurrah  for  Joe! 

The  house  warming  in  the  new  office 
building  given  by  our  company,  and  par- 
ticipated in  by  all  of  the  employees,  their 
wives,  husbands  and  sweethearts,  was  cer- 
tainly a  treat.  Music  was  good,  floor  fine, 
decorations  beautiful,  refreshments  excellent, 
and  with  President  Creed  and  General  Man- 
ager Wilhelm  to  meet  you  and  greet  you 
at  the  door  and  invite  you  to  enjoy  yourself, 
it  would  be  impossible  for  any  one  to  do  other 
than  to  have  a  good  time.  Ye  Scribe,  in  the 
company  of  Mrs.  Clark  and  Miss  Arnold, 
wish  to  here  record  their  hearty  approval  and 
the  most  enjoyable  time  ever. 
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IS 
THOMAS  E.  HANSON 

j                                                                      1873-1920                                                                      i 

"                Thomas  E.  Hanson,  whose  death  occurred  on  Saturday, 

May  8th,  practically  devoted  his  life  to  the  water  business. 

He    entered    the    service   of  the 

Oakland    Water    Company    in 

0t% 

1894.     This   was    later   merged 

A 

with   the   Contra   Costa   Water 
Company  and  Mr.  Hanson  served 
as  Secretary  of  that  company  for 
some   time.      Later,    when    the 
Peoples   Water   Company   was 
created  by  the  consolidation  of           ? 

J£g 

the   Syndicate   Water   Company 
and   the   Contra   Costa   Water 

W 

Company,  he  became  sales  man- 

f 

ager  of  Oakland  Business  Office 
and  also  served  in  that  capacity 
for  the  East  Bay  Water  Company. 

He  was  47  years  of  age  and  a 
native  of  San  Francisco.     For  27 
years  he  had  been  an  employee 
of  the  water  company,  and  was 
well   known   in    the    east    bay 

'f      It.'''"-'; 

district.     During  the  early  years 

1 

of  his  life  he  was  quite  active  in 
county  and  city  politics. 

The  entire  force  oi 

:  this  company  extends  to  the  family 

their  deepest  sympathy.      Mr.  Hanson  will  be  missed  in 

the  community. 

PLEASE  POST  IN  A  CONSPICUOUS  PLACE 


Not  Luck  But 
Bulldog  Grit! 

that's  what  brings  success 
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F  lOO  men  were  to  have  fortunes 
left  to  them,  only  one  or  two 
would  keep  their  wealth  beyond 
a  f ew  years. 

DUT    any   man,  by  sticking   to   it, 
**  can  acquire  a  competence. 

DUT  your  savings  into  War  Savings 
*    Stamps  and  Treasury  Savings 
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Always 

worth  more 
than  you  paid 
for  them  and 
not  the  kind 
of  riches  that 
take  wings. 
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Entrance  to  Campus,  University  of  California 
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BERKELEY 

CITY  OF  HOMES  AND  HIVE  OF  INDUSTRY 

By  Wells  Drury,  Secretary  of  the  Berkeley  Chamber  of  Commerce. 


Wells  Drury 


BERKELEY,  for  many  years  recognized  as 
one  of  the  choice  home  cities  of  Cali- 
fornia, and  the  acknowledged  educational 
capital  of  the  Pacific  Coast,  has  by  the 
enterprise  of  its  manufacturers  added  the 
status  of  an  up-to-date  workshop — a  veritable 
hive  of  industry. 

The  educational 
features  remain  undi- 
minished because  the 
University  of  Cali- 
fornia, which  is  uni- 
versally acclaimed  as 
the  peer  of  the  chief 
seats  of  learning  of 
the  world,  has  its 
home  in  the  very 
heart  of  Berkeley, 
and  this  State  institu- 
tion has  clustered 
about  it  many  col- 
leges, affiliated  and 
independent,  devoted 
to  all  the  arts  and 
sciences  of  modern  culture. 

Joaquin  Miller,  the  poet  of  the  Sierras, 
in  his  tribute  to  this  city,  makes  reference  to 
these  delightful  characteristics  when  he  sings: 

What  shall  be  said  of  the  great  Bishop's  town- 
Bishop,  and  prophet,  and  poet  and  seer? — 
Why,  pluck  up  a  cedar  and  set  her  name  down 
In  gold  and  flower-fed  atmosphere. 
City  of  cities  in  stories   to  be — 
Classical,    scholar-built    Berkeley. 

Aye,  write  her  fair  story, — as  fair  as  a  star, 

As  sweet  as  her  sea-winds,  as  strong  as  her  sea — 
City  with  never  a  stain  or  a  scar — 
City  of  deeds   and   of  destiny. 

Sea-born  and  sun-bred  Mecca  to  be — 
Matchless,    magnificent    Berkeley. 

Berkeley's  fame  as  a  place  in  which  to 
live  in  comfort  and  rear  a  family  amid 
desirable  surroundings  was  established  at  the 
inception,  and  it  is  well  known  that  the 
founding  of  the  University  of  California 
under  the  ancient  oaks  of  the  campus  first 
attracted  so  many  home-lovers  to  this  region. 

Yet  even  before  the  advent  of  the  white 
race   this   locality  was   chosen   as   a   site   for 


human  habitation — a  fact  abundantly  and 
conclusively  proved  by  the  Indian  bounds 
in  this  immediate  neighborhood.  In  no  other 
part  of  the  region  of  the  Bay  of  San  Francisco 
are  there  so  many  evidences  of  swarming 
aboriginal  occupancy.  Those  autochthonous 
tribes  were  absolutely  free  to  pick  and 
choose — the  entire  country  being  open  to 
their  selection — and  it  is  patent  that  in  coming 
here  in  such  vast  numbers  they  evinced  a 
keen  appreciation  of  the  advantages  of  this 
locality.  Swayed  solely  by  considerations 
of  personal  comfort  as  measured  by  climatic 
conditions,  and  having  no  other  object  to 
conserve,  they  made  this  place  the  center  of 
population.  In  those  prehistoric  ages,  when 
the  commuters  of  the  San  Francisco  peninsula 
yearned  for  the  bright  lights  and  other 
attractions  of  the  Eastbay  metropolis,  they 
were  compelled  to  charter  a  canoe  or  a  raft 
and  make  a  voyage  to  this  side  of  the  Bay. 
They  flocked  hither,  crowding  the  strip  of 
land  now  known  as  Berkeley,  preferring  this 
spot  above  all  others,  because  they  found 
here  a  most  delightful  abiding  place. 

As  a  summer  home  Berkeley  cannot  be 
excelled.  The  average  temperature  in 
summer  is  about  59  degrees  above  zero, 
Fahrenheit,  which  is  something  like  1 2  de- 
grees warmer  than  during  the  rainy  season, 
when  an  average  fall  of  25  inches  may  be 
expected.  This  temperate  and  equable 
climate  is  beneficial  to  health.  It  is  particu- 
larly good  .for  children,  who  live  outdoors  the 
year  'round.  Berkeley  is  just  south  of  the 
38th  parallel  of  north  latitude,  375  miles 
south  of  the  latitude  of  Marseilles,  400  miles 
south  of  the  latitude  of  Nice,  Cannes, 
Mentone  and  the  famous  Riviera, — all  justly 
boasting  so  many  attractions  of  climate — on 
the  latitudinal  line  of  southern  Sicily,  southern 
Greece  and  Smyrna.  To  this  geographical 
position  and  the  favorable  topographical 
formation  of  the  surrounding  territory  must 
be  attributed  the  enjoyable  climatic  conditions 
that  prevail  in  Berkeley.  During  the  summer 
and  autumn  months  there  prevail  gentle  fogs 
or  mists  that  are  charged  with  health-giving 
ozone.       Beauty  experts  have  adjudged  that 
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these  mists  lend  to  our  women  the  soft  roses 
that  glow  in  their  cheeks. 

Growth  of  manufacturing  plants  began 
about  fifteen  years  ago,  and  the  development 
has  been  phenomenal.  There  are  50  first- 
class  establishments  that  are  turning  out  first- 
class  products,  and  about  an  equal  number 
of  smaller  concerns  that  give  a  similar  account 
of  themselves  in  the  matter  of  quality  and 
output.  In  fact  it  is  a  simple  truth  that  there 
is  not  a  second-rater  among  the  lot  in  the 
grade  of  articles  produced.  That  all  are 
prosperous  is  evidenced  by  the  fact  that  there 
have  been  no  failures  or  assignments  among 
the  manufacturing  interests  during  the  past 
decade,  nor  for  a  much  longer  period. 

Berkeley  has  been  recognized  by  the 
Federal  government  as  the  birthplace  of  the 
Liberty  engine,  which  Assistant  Secretary  of 
War  Crowell  in  his  official  report  in  1918 
declared  "was  America's  distinctive  contribu- 
tion to  the  war  in  the  air,  and  her  chief  one." 
The  genius  of  Lieut.  Col.  E.  J.  Hall,  of  the 
Berkeley  firm  of  Hall-Scott  Company, 
originated  the  principles  on  which  the  victori- 
ous motor  was  constructed,  and  through  this 
the  allied  armies  were  able  for  the  first  time 
to  meet  the  enemy  among  the  clouds  on  any- 
thing like  even  terms.  Valuable  contribu- 
tions to  the  army  and  navy  were  made  by 
other  factories  in  Berkeley  which  during  the 
war  turned  their  plants  and  machinery  into 
makers  of  war  material. 

To  illustrate  the  activity  of  Berkeley's 
manufacturing  establishments  it  is  only 
necessary  to  mention  that  sums  varying  from 
$5000   to   $7000   a  month  in   the   form   of 


taxes  on  profits  were  paid  to  the  government 
during  the  war  by  quite  a  number  of  these 
factories. 

There  is  one  element  which  contributes  to 
the  success  of  factories  in  this  region  which 
is  worthy  of  more  than  passing  notice,  and 
that  is  the  climatic  conditions  which  conduce 
to  personal  efficiency.  While  this  truth  has 
been  demonstrated  by  tests  made  in  Berkeley 
the  rule  applies  equally  to  all  points  in  the 
region  of  the  Bay  of  San  Francisco.  It  is 
found  by  actual  trial  and  comparison  of 
records  that  even  when  paid  higher  wages 
for  fewer  hours,  workers  here  return  to  the 
proprietor  a  greater  profit  per  unit  than  can 
be  obtained  in  any  other  locality  where 
similar  industries  are  carried  on. 

Practical  manufacturers  say  that  this  is 
easily  explained  on  the  principle  that 
operatives  cannot  be  counted  on  as  profit- 
makers  the  year  'round  unless  working 
conditions  are  reasonably  comfortable.  Intense 
heat  and  excessive  cold  are  both  disturbing 
factors  not  only  as  to  men  and  women,  but 
also  as  to  machinery.  Where  delicate  or 
complicated  machines  are  used,  artificial  heat 
must  be  supplied  at  great  expense  during  the 
winter,  and  in  the  torrid  days  of  summer, 
factory  activities  are  frequently  interrupted 
through  failure  of  machines  or  mechanics. 
Anything  which  causes  delay  is  prejudicial 
to  the  morale  of  factory  personnel,  and  every 
stoppage  of  output  cuts  down  the  average  of 
profit.  Skilled  operatives  become  dissatisfied 
or  drift  away,  and  raw  recruits  have  to  be 
trained, — always  a  costly  process.  It  is  only 
while   the   wheels   are     turning    and     willing 


Peet  Bros.  Mfg.  Co.  (Soaps) 
one  of  Berkeley's  immense  factories  employing  over  five  hundred  persons. 
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Part  view  of  Berkeley,  California,  from  the  hills.  University  of 
California  buildings  in  foreground.  Waterfront  and  Golden  Gate 
(Gateway  to  the  Orient)  in  background. 


workers  are  alert  that  the  owner  is  sure  of 
earning  interest  on  the  capital  invested,  with 
something  extra  for  wear  and  tear  and  to 
meet  the  burden  of  replacement  of  worn-out 
equipment. 

The  factory  district  of  Berkeley  is  located 
along  the  western  edge  of  the  city  on  the 
shore  of  the  Bay  of  San  Francisco,  and  it  is 
here  that  the  future  development  of  the  city's 
industrial  life  must  be  accomplished.  All 
producers  in  mass  inevitably  look  to  water 
transportation  as  the  most  economical  avenue 
of  egress.  A  deep-water  terminal,  (to 
which  a  foreign-trade  zone  may  be  an 
adjunct)   is  projected  on  the  western  edge  of 


our  city,  which  if  realized  will  be  by  means 
of  a  solid  mole  3000  feet  wide  and  1  8,000 
feet  long,  extending  westward  from  a  point 
near  the  municipal  pier  directly  toward  the 
Golden  Gate,  until  a  depth  of  42  feet  of 
water  is  reached.  Modern  shipping  on  the 
Pacific  Coast  has  been  standardized  by  the 
capacity  of  the  Panama  canal,  which  has  a 
depth  of  42  feet.  Therefore  any  vessel 
which  can  pass  through  the  canal  can  be 
accommodated  by  the  proposed  Pacific  Port 
Terminal  which  is  now  in  contemplation,  and 
to  the  completion  of  which  the  commercial  as 
well  as  the  industrial  interests  of  Berkeley 
look  with  hopeful  expectations. 


"ANSWERS" 

(To    Questionaire.    October   issue    Bubbles,    1919) 

By  CHAS.  G.  REED. 

Houghton's  Apiary  was  at  the  N.  E.  Cor.  of  13th  and 
Clay  streets,  where  he  had  many  hives  of  bees. 

Oakland's  first  China  Town  was  on  the  south  side  of 
14th  street  between  Washington  and  Clay  streets 
and  occupied  the  entire  front  of  the  block. 

The  Fire  Cisterns  at  the  crossings  of  Broadway,  2nd 
and  4th  streets,  were  about  fifteen  feet  square  and 
eight  feet  deep,  planked  over  at  the  street  level 
and  filled  with  water  pumped  from  the  Estuary  by 
the  hand  engine  then  in  use.  They  have  long  since 
been  filled  up  and  the  only  cisterns  now  in  use  are 
at  8th  and  13th  streets. 

The  Oakland  Bank  of  Savings  was  first  located  in  the 
Wilcox  Building  on  the  west  side  of  Broadway, 
south  of  9th  street.  The  wooden  building  occu- 
pying the  present  site  at  12th  and  Broadway  (D. 
L.  Emerson's  Block)  is  now  at  the  S.  E.  Cor.  of 
11th  and  Franklin  streets. 


The  Union  Savings  Bank  was  first  located  in  a  store 
on  the  east  side  of  Broadway,  north  of  8th  street, 
then  in  building  recently  vacated  by  East  Bay 
Water  Co.  and  finally  at  the  N.  E.  Cor.  of  13th  and 
Broadway. 

The  first  Telegraph  Office  was  on  the  east  side  of 
Broadway  near  1st  street,  and  was  later  moved  to 
the  N.  E.  Cor.  of  3rd  and  Broadway.  In  the  70s 
the  company  occupied  the  south  half  of  the  Union 
Savings  Bank  Building  at  9th  and  Broadway. 

Rev.  J.  B.  Saxton's  private  school  was  on  the  south 
side  of  5th  street  west  of  Jefferson.  Miss  Doyle's 
private  school  was  on  the  same  street,  to  the  west 
of  the  Saxton  School. 

Blaises'  Garden  was  at  the  S.  E.  Cor.  of  12th  and 
Oak  streets,  a  resort  for  sportsmen.  The  sign 
nailed  to  an  oak  tree  at  the  corner  read  "Rendez 
vous  de  chasse." 

The  Eagle  House,  Joe  Dieves'  Hotel,  at  the  S.  E.  Cor. 
of  2nd  street  and  Broadway  is  still  standing. 
(To  be  continued) 
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THE  BARBECUE 


THE  big  event  of  the  past  month  was  the 
Barbecue  given  to  the  General  and  Busi- 
ness Office  force  by  General  Manager 
Wilhelm  at  his  home  on  the  Lake  Chabot 
residence  grounds. 

The  big,  jolly,  happy  family  party  was 
all  ready  on  Monday,  May  3 1  st,  and  left  the 
building  of  the  Company  at  9  a.  m.  in  auto- 
mobiles. It  was  a  pilgrimage  of  fun  from 
start  to  finish.  A  real  Wild  West  lunch 
was  served  and  the  meat  was  barbecued  on 
the  grounds.  It  was  remarked  how  quickly 
every  one  was  served,  but  we  all  requisitioned 
our  little  utensils  in  cafeteria  style  and  passed 
up  our  plate  for  a  helping,  then  a  second  and 
some  had  a  third.  My,  that  was  surely  a 
hungry  crowd  and  a  thirsty  one.  Pink 
lemonade  and  punch  were  served  all  day. 

The  first  event  was  the  fat  men's  race, 
won  by  Mr.  Thatcher,  but  we  don't  think 
this  was  a  fair  decision  as  he  says  he  is  not 


fat — just  plump.  However,  the  next  event 
was  a  bean  eating  contest  by  our  esteemed 
contemporaries,  Charles  Fieberling  and  Bob 
Cavanaugh.  Bob  should  have  won  the  prize 
as  he  has  had  some  U.  S.  A.  experience 
getting  rid  of  the  beans,  but  it  was  declared 
a  draw.  A  ball  game  was  then  staged  in 
which  Miss  Cooper  and  Miss  Christensen 
were  the  star  players.  Ty  Cobb  had  noth- 
ing on  Elsie  when  it  came  to  putting  them 
over.  You  see  you  never  can  tell  about  a 
woman.  You  think  they  are  as  meek  as 
Moses  and  the  first  thing  you  know  they  are 
pulling  this  big  league  stuff.  We  were  all 
invited  to  ride  around  the  lake  and  view  the 
scenery  from  the  launch.  Some  of  us  viewed 
it.  In  the  afternoon  we  had  some  more 
refreshments — in  fact,  we  were  refreshing 
ourselves  all  day  and  part  of  the  night. 
Did  you  see  Johnny  Larsen  eat !  He  is 
there  on  the  table  delicacies   and  surely  got 
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his  share.  He  believes  in  getting  results. 
We  had  a  ball  game  on  the  lawn  in  the 
evening  and  then  a  three-legged  race,  won  by 
Messrs.  Reinhardt  and  John  Hunter. 
Funny  how  the  married  men  always  win 
everything.       Must  be  used  to  running. 

It  was  observed  that  Messrs.  Daniels  and 
Till  (Benedicts)  did  very  ample  justice  to 
the  repast  spread  before  them.  M.  West- 
over  took  advantage  of  the  opportunity  to 
beat  H.  C.  L.  by  smoking  four  cigars  in 
succession.      Some  fire  eater ! 

Space  will  not  permit  of  telling  all  the 
wonderful  things  we  did.  The  hike  over 
the  grounds,  the  swings,  the  launch,  the 
dancing,  the  eats,  the  ball  games,  etc.,  etc. 
We  noticed  "Drinky"  sticking  around  pretty 
close  to  a  young  lady,  and  Walter  Curtin 
felt  an  attack  of  insomnia  coming  on,  so  he 
went  right  upstairs  and  slept  it  off. 

A  visit  was  made  to  the  aviary  and  we 
enjoyed  watching  the  parrots,  the  monkey 
and   the   fine   dogs.       Mrs.    Homer   tried   to 


talk  reason  to  the  monkey,  but  it  rebelled. 
Miss  Sylvia  says  she  won  the  tug  of  war. 
Ask  her  if  she  likes  men  with  red  hair. 

Quite  a  number  of  the  younger  set  remained 
to  see  the  moon  come  up  over  the  lake,  but, 
of  course,  it  is  a  question  whether  they  saw 
it  or  not,  but  they  did  say  it  was  a  beautiful 
moon. 

Many  friends  and  relatives  were  also 
present  and  we  surely  had  a  nice  time. 
"Pep"  was  plentiful  from  the  kick-off  till  the 
wee  sma'  hours.  May  3 1  st  will  call  up  a 
host  of  memories  for  some  time  to  come. 
Mr.  Wilhelm's  hospitality  was  greatly  enjoyed 
and  he  was  at  his  best  in  his  own  home.  It 
was  a  day  full  to  overflowing  with  fun. 
The  auto  trip,  the  delicious  luncheon,  the 
baseball  game,  the  tug  of  war,  the  snap- 
shots, the  summery  dresses,  the  jollity  and 
the  beautiful  scenery  all  combined  to  make  it 
a  day  worth  while.  Whoop!  Bing!  Bang! 
That's  the  way  the  Barbecue  went  off  on 
May  3 1  st. 
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THE  VALUE  OF  A  SAVINGS  ACCOUNT 

By  Frank  H.  Thatcher,  Cashier  First  National  Bank  of  Berkeley. 


A  SAVINGS  ACCOUNT  teaches  that  sterling 
quality — Thrift;  it  provides  for  old  age 
and  the  rainy  day;  it  removes  the  con- 
dition of  dependence  and  creates  indepen- 
dence; it  is  a  character  builder;  it  has  a 
tangible,  concrete  value — -it  is  money  in  the 
Bank. 

The  commercial 
and  industrial  success 
and  moral  fiber  of  a 
nation  is  measured  by 
the  ability  of  its  peo- 
ple to  save,  keep  and 
have.  The  millions 
and  billions  of  dollars 
invested  in  our  rail- 
road and  transporta- 
tion systems,  great 
industrial  corpora- 
tions, municipal  and 
government  securities, 
is  the  aggregate  of 
thousands  upon  thou-  p  ]_j  THATCHER 
sands     of    individual 

savings,  large  and  small.  These  vast  accumu- 
lations of  savings  are  not  only  most  serviceable 
in  the  common  good,  but  they  are  highly 
necessary  in  order  to  provide  the  capital  to 
finance  the  growth  and  development  of  our 
great  projects  and  undertakings,  whether  under 
the  auspices  of  the  individual,  the  corporation 
or  the  state.  Thrift  and  the  determination  to 
save  is  the  sustaining  background  of  the  entire 
structure.  Every  savings  account,  large  and 
small  alike,  finds  a  way  through  the  channels 
of  investment  to  perform  a  useful  purpose  in 
the  industrial  and  economic  life  of  the  nation. 

Sickness  and  old  age,  and  the  dire  want 
that  far  too  frequently  travels  with  them,  are 
contemplated  with  fear  and  misgiving.  It  is 
a  genuine  comfort  and  solace,  and  the  realiza- 
tion of  a  duty  well  done,  to  own,  possess  and 
build  up  a  Savings  Account  as  a  bulwark 
against  these  common  enemies  of  mankind. 
It  is  insurance  not  only  against  the  physical 
wants  and  ailments,  but  it  relieves  the  brain 
of  mental  strain  and  cheers  the  heart,  thereby 


leaving  you  free  and  unhampered  to  exercise 
your  talents  to  the  full  advantage  in  the 
struggle  to  make  good.  Once  started,  the 
account  grows  of  its  own  sheer  strength  and 
force  through  that  remarkable  factor  known 
as  compound  interest.  The  dollar  thus  laid 
aside  becomes  your  slave  and  works  for  you 
by  day  and  by  night,  without  food  and  with- 
out drink,  constantly,  perseveringly  and 
systematically  adding  to  its  size  and  value. 
Old  age  sweeps  on  without  pause,  but  likewise 
does  the  well  kept  Savings  Account  grow 
and  develop  into  a  reserve  fund  of  strength 
and  usefulness  to  meet  emergency  require- 
ments. 

It  improves  the  quality  of  self-esteem  and 
is  wholesome  to  the  mind  to  be  independent 
in  determining  the  policy  which  is  to  govern 
your  own  business  affairs.  On  the  other 
hand,  it  dampens  the  ardor  and  kills  initiative 
to  be  dependent  upon  others  for  financial 
assistance  and  favors.  A  Savings  Account 
in  your  name  creates  a  strong  spirit  of  inde- 
pendence and  self  reliance  which  will  be  of 
stalwart  service  in  meeting  face  to  face  the 
problems  and  burdens  of  the  day. 

The  failure  to  save,  nine  times  out  of  ten, 
is  not  the  result  of  lack  of  opportunity.  The 
weekly  or  monthly  pay  check  comes  regularly 
to  the  large  majority  of  people  and  there  are 
numerous  Savings  Banks,  conveniently  located 
just  around  the  corner,  waiting  to  receive  the 
deposit.  The  chief  obstacle  is  that  we  lack 
the  moral  courage  to  boldly  and  sternly  adjust 
our  individual  budgets  so  as  to  eliminate  the 
luxuries,  and  those  things  which  we  so  often 
are  pleased  to  call  the  comforts  of  life.  We 
have  a  thoughtless  and  careless  way  of  failing 
to  discriminate  between  the  essential  and  the 
non-essential.  To  the  few  it  is  a  task  easily 
performed  to  save,  it  comes  naturally,  is  a 
sort  of  second  nature  and  can  be  done  without 
the  usual  pinch  and  ingrowing  pain.  To  the 
many,  however,  it  is  a  heavier  and  more 
serious  problem ;  the  lesson  is  hard  and  diffi- 
cult to  master,  the  sledding  is  rough,  but 
the    goal    is    just  as  rich  and  the  satisfaction 
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and  real- 
ization of  reach- 
ing it  all  the  sweeter  because  of 
the  fight  and  struggle.  It  will 
require  effort,  some  sacrifice  and  an  exercise 
of  good  strong  will  power  to  accomplish  the 
desired  end.  But  what  is  there  of  value, 
or  worth  while,  that  does  not  require  effort, 
brain  energy  and  sacrifice?  Set  your  mind 
and  will  on  the  objective,  then  proceed 
systematically  to  accomplish  it.  Formu- 
late a  program,  then  set  about  to  carry 
it  into  effect.  Think  it  out  and  figure  it  out, 
then  have  the  courage  of  your  convictions 
and  make  your  start.  You  are  bound  to 
succeed.  The  training  and  test  will  provide 
most  excellent  material  for  sturdy  character 
building.  You  will  have  achieved  a  personal 
victory  in  a  good  cause  and  thus  will  have 
added  to  your  self-respect,  to  your  confidence 
and  to  your  moral  stamina. 

A  Savings  Account  is  a  particularly  im- 
portant asset  to  the  young  man  starting  on 
his  career.  It  affords  a  ready  and  con- 
venient medium  through  which  to  store  away, 
and  give  earning  power  to,  all  spare  funds 
whether  it  be  the  modest  twenty-five  cent 
piece  or  the  five  or  ten  dollar  bill.  It  offers 
the  pride  of  possession  and  the  satisfaction  of 
doing  something  of  a  constructive  nature  and 


value.  And 
finally  the 
day  will  come  when 
opportunity  knocks  at 
your  door  and  the  use  of  a  few 
hundred  or  a  thousand  dollars 
may  mean  much  to  you,  may  be  the  turning 
point  to  success  or  to  failure.  This  same 
identical  Savings  Account  will  answer  the 
call  by  producing  that  much  needed  article, 
that  very  tangible,  concrete  thing  known  as 
money.  Be  the  master  of  your  own  destiny, 
Save,   Keep   and   Have. 


FROM  A  FRIEND 

I've  just   read  your   sheet   of   news 
And   note  you   call  it   "Bubbles." 
Your  Scribes  write  so  cheerful  like, 
I   know  you   have   no    troubles. 

You  have  cured  all  your  lingering  ills, 
Through  the  collection  of  delinquent  bills  ; 
Old   Probish   has   closed    the   stills ; 
Your  patrons  pay  their  Jacks   and  Jills. 

In  your   new  home   of  elegance 
Everybody  speaks   about   the   dance; 
But  should  you  arrange  a  hike,  perchance 
It  would  reveal  who  wears  the  pants. 

Were  I   to  peddle  water,   too, 
And  join  your  force,  so  loyal  and  true, 
Am  sure  I'd  find  no  reason  to  be  blue 
While   working   under  you. 

— A.    J.   Phillips. 


Mother  to  her  small  boy — 
"John,  shut  off  that  water."     No  response. 
Later — "John,   didn't   I   tell   you  to   stop 
running  that  water?" 

John — "I'm   not   running  it,   mother;    I'm 
walking  it." 


Spring — Formerly  a  very  delightful  season, 
but  now  obsolete  except  in  poetry  and  the 
Farmer's  Almanac. 
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ARE  YOU  IN  THE  RIGHT 
PLACE? 

IF  you  can  think  clearly,  quickly  and 
straight  to  the  point  you  will  climb  fast  in 
any  business,  profession  or  trade.  If  you 
have  learned  the  principle  of  clear  thinking, 
your  work  and  your  life  will  be  made  more 
efficient,  more  productive  and  easier.  Get 
away  from  the  "Anyhow"  way.  The  power 
to  think  is  the  power  to  drive  ahead.  A 
higher  place  and  a  better  income  is  waiting 
for  the  man  who  knows  how  to  think  for 
himself. 

We  must  have  ambition  to  become  men 
and  women  of  courage,  confidence  and 
decision.  If  you  aspire  to  success,  you  must 
develop  your  brain  into  a  thinking  machine. 
Concentrate  on  everything  you  do.      If  you 


feel  that  you  have  greater  mental  ability  for 
your  efforts,  then  you  will  find  a  new  enjoy- 
ment in  life  and  will  realize  the  remarkable 
advantage  that  the  ability  for  forceful  think- 
ing gives  to  men  and  women  in  the  develop- 
ment of  their  success. 

Your  ambitions — what  are  they?  Are 
you  in  the  right  place?  Very  often  poor 
showing  on  your  part  or  a  lack  of  interest  in 
your  work  is  due  to  the  fact  that  you  are 
misplaced.  Every  employee  should  have 
an  interview  with  an  officer  of  the  company 
if  he  feels  that  he  is  not  in  the  right  place. 
The  interview  should  be  a  heart  to  heart  talk 
and  he  should  speak  his  mind  freely  and  state 
frankly  what  he  thinks  of  his  work  and  his 
prospects.  Often  matters  come  up  in  an 
interview  which  will  change  things  materially 
for  the  employee  and  it  should  be  his  privi- 
lege to  get  a  hearing  at  any  time.  If  you 
are  not  in  the  right  place,  it  is  better  to  make 
it  known  as  it  is  usually  possible  to  transfer 
an  employee  to  another  department  if  he  is 
not  making  good  and  is  not  happy  and  con- 
tented, as  contentment  makes  for  better 
co-operation  and  efficiency. 

Every  employee  should  want  to  grow,  to 
make  progress.  If  he  is  worth  having  he  is 
looking  ahead.  Every  employee  should 
work  hard  and  do  the  best  that  is  in  him. 
He  should  give  his  concern  a  square  deal  and 
then  he  will  have  faith  that  he  will  likewise 
get  a  square  deal. 

Surely  you  do  not  feel  that  you  have 
reached  your  limit. 


THE    COLLEGE    CITY 

This  issue  of  our  magazine  has  been 
devoted  to  Berkeley,  sun  bright  city  of  the 
Eastbay  region.  This  Company  supplies 
water  to  eight  cities  and  some  of  our  largest 
consumers  are  located  in  the  college  city. 

Few  of  the  residents  fully  realize  just  how 
big  the  city  really  is.  During  the  first  five 
months  of  the  year  this  Company  installed  1  89 
new  taps  in  the  City  of  Berkeley,  which  means 
an  increase  in  population  of  945.  Berkeley 
is  now  the  educational  capital  of  the  West. 
Many  of  the  residents  have  always  looked 
upon  Berkeley  as  a  home  city.  A  glance 
through  this  issue  will  give  an  idea  of  some  of 
the  big  things  which  will  assist  the  growth  and 
business  development  of  this  Wonder  City. 
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PACIFIC    PORT    TERMINAL 

at 

Berkeley,  California. 

By  E.  B.  Whitmore 


IF  San  Francisco  Bay  is  to  retain  its 
supremacy  as  the  leading  port  on  the 
Pacific  Coast,  it  is  essential  that  this  harbor 
be  developed  along  broad  lines  in  order  to 
insure  adequate  facilities  to  take  care  of  the 
constantly  increasing  commerce  of  the  Pacific. 
San  Francisco  Bay  is  the  logical  shipping 
center  for  all  trans-Pacific  commerce,  having 
direct  routes  to  all  industrial  parts  of  the 
country  and  possessing  the  only  great  natural 
harbor  on  the  Pacific  Coast  between  San 
Diego  and  Puget  Sound. 

At  the  National  Foreign  Trade  Conven- 
tion, recently  held  in  San  Francisco,  one  of 
the  outstanding  features  was  the  fact  that  the 
United  States  would  very  largely  now  find 
the  market  for  its  manufactures  in  the  Orient 
and  that  the  Pacific  Ocean  would  become 
the  principal  scene  of  industrial  activity. 
However,  if  we  as  a  nation,  are  to  success- 
fully compete  for  this  trade,  we  must  be  able 
to  produce  at  low  cost  and  transport  with 
dispatch. 

It  is  not  generally  realized  that  practically 
seventy-five  per  cent  of  the  raw  materials 
imported  into  the  United  States  comes  by 
way  of  the  Pacific  ports  and  from  countries 
bordering  on  the  Pacific  Ocean.  In  addition 
to  this  a  large  percentage  of  the  lumber  which 
will  be  used  in  future  manufacturing  is 
represented  by  the  forests  of  Washington, 
Oregon  and  California.  In  the  immediate 
vicinity  of  San  Francisco  Bay  lies  two  great 
fertile  valleys,  the  Sacramento  to  the  north 
and  the  San  Joaquin  to  the  south,  comprising 
the  very  heart  of  the  agricultural  and  mineral 
resources  of  the  State  of  California,  each  of 
these  valleys  being  watered  by  navigable 
rivers. 

At  the  present  time  the  majority  of  these 
raw  materials  are  transported  some  three  or 
four  thousand  miles  to  Eastern  points  for 
manufacturing  purposes. 

Realizing  the  fact  that  our  markets  now 
lie  in  the  Far  East,  manufacturers  of  the 
United  States  are  being  confronted  with  the 
question  of  how  to  eliminate  all  unnecessary 


cost  in  production  to  successfully  compete  for 
this  trade.  One  of  the  factors  entering  into 
this  is  the  inadequate  transportation  as  well 
as  unnecessary  transportation  of  raw  materials, 
causing  loss  by  reason  of  delay  in  their  receipt 
and  in  many  cases  forcing  plants  to  suspend 
operations  temporarily.  Shortage  of  fuel  is 
another  factor  which  for  several  years  has 
been  an  unsolved  problem  in  the  East  with 
but  little  hope  for  its  solution  under  present 
conditions. 

Relief  for  these  conditions  is,  however, 
being  found  by  many  manufacturers  in  trans- 
ferring their  industrial  activities  to  the  Pacific 
Coast,  thus  placing  the  point  of  production 
many  miles  nearer  to  the  source  of  raw 
materials,  eliminating  unnecessary  transporta- 
tion cost,  also  solving  the  fuel  problem  by 
the  utilization  of  the  great  hydro-electric 
supply  derived  from  the  water  courses  of  the 
Pacific  Coast,  where  71  per  cent  of  the  entire 
hydro-electric  resources  of  the  country  are 
located,  2  1  per  cent  of  which  are  in  Califor- 
nia. Nor  is  this  all  which  the  Pacific  Coast 
offers  the  manufacturers.  The  climatic 
conditions  in  this  region  are  such  that  work- 
men are  able  to  maintain  practically  a  one 
hundred  per  cent  production  the  year  'round, 
whereas  in  many  parts  of  the  country  but 
fifty  or  sixty  per  cent  is  possible. 

Growth  of  industrial  cities,  however,  is 
found  to  be  most  seriously  handicapped  when 
located  on  waterways  of  limited  expansion 
and  if  the  San  Francisco  Bay  region  is  to 
develop  industrially  and  commercially  to 
take  care  of  a  large  tonnage,  facilities  must 
be  provided  in  advance  of  absolute  necessities 
and  in  such  manner  that  large  ocean  going 
vessels  may  have  ample  channels  and  turning 
basins  in  which  to  operate. 

On  the  east  side  of  the  Bay  the  Inner  and 
Outer  Harbors  of  Oakland  will  within  a 
few  years  reach  their  maximum  expansion 
and  further  harbor  development  will  be 
absolutely  necessary  elsewhere.  The  only 
point  where  this  is  available  on  a  large  scale 
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LOCATION — Directly  opposite  the  Golden  Gate — the  most  accessible 
approach  for  deep  sea  vessels — on  mainland  side  of  San  Francisco 
Bay — termini  of  all  transcontinental  railroads — -no  ferry  transfer 
or  long  detour — natural  gateway  for  transportation  by  rail  and 
water  to  all  parts  of  the  world — a  Pan  Pacific  distributing  center. 


FACILITIES— 35,000  feet  bertr 
facilities — direct    handling 
warehouse   and  car — time 
rail   shipments — direct   load 
to    car — 1,500    acres    level  If,. 
1,500    feet    longest    distanci 
land — room  for  expansion 
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tERKELEY,  CALIFORNIA 


(owing  First  Unit  as  it  will  appear  when  completed. 


Ipace — extensive  storage  and  rail 
nodern  machinery  between  ship, 
in  moving  cargo — no  cartage  of 
rom  factory,  warehouse  and  ship 
II  for  industrial  establishments — 
Im  wharves  to  any  point  on  the 
pet  any  emergency. 


ADVANTAGES- — Proximity  to  source  raw  materials — productive  back 
country — cheap  and  ample  supply  electric  power — pipe  lines  direct 
from  fuel  oil  fields — constantly  increasing  population  insuring 
ample  labor  supply — climatic  and  living  conditions  favorable  to 
One    Hundred   Per    Cent   production. 
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is  the  waterfront  extending  from  the  Key- 
Route  Basin  to  Richmond. 

The  Pacific  Port  Terminal  has  been 
.incorporated,  having  for  its  object  the  estab- 
lishment of  a  marine  and  railway  terminal 
on  the  property  leased  by  the  City  of  Berkeley 
to  Rufus  P.  Jennings  and  on  adjoining  land 
controlled  by  him,  plans  for  the  construction 
of  which  have  been  made  by  two  of  the  most 
prominent  harbor  engineers  of  the  United 
States,  Messrs.  Benj.  F.  Cresson,  Jr.,  and 
Chas.  W.  Stamford,  of  New  York  City. 

Realizing  the  great  possibilities  and  the 
necessity  for  building  on  a  broad  basis  which 
should  take  into  consideration  the  final  devel- 
opment of  the  entire  Bay  and  also  the  fact 
that  any  plan  contemplated  at  this  time  should 
be  of  such  an  elastic  nature  as  to  provide  for 
expansion  as  requirements  demanded,  a  unit 
plan  of  construction  was  adopted. 

In  locating  the  Pacific  Port  Terminal  on 
the  Berkeley  waterfront,  there  has  been 
obtained  the  most  strategic  location  on  San 
Francisco  Bay.  Ocean  vessels  docking  at 
this  terminal  will  be  able  to  approach  it 
directly  from  Golden  Gate,  avoiding  the 
usually  traveled  ferry  routes,  which  as  the 
development  of  this  region  progresses  will 
constantly  increase.  Cargo  will  also  have  a 
direct  rail  connection  on  the  continental  side 
of  the  Bay  with  all  railroads. 

The  initial  development,  plans  for  which 
were  recently  approved  by  the  City  of 
Berkeley,  calls  for  Avork  on  a  pier  which  will 
eventually  provide  approximately  35,000 
feet  of  berthing  space  on  deep  water  for 
vessels  and  1 ,500  acres  of  level  land  on 
which  will  be  located  docks  at  the  water's 
edge  equipped  with  the  most  modern 
machinery  and  appliances  for  the  handling 
of  freight  directly  between  ships,  cars  and 
warehouses.  Work  will  be  commenced  on 
the  south  side  of  this  unit  and  progress  as 
the  business  requires.  Ample  warehouse  and 
storage  buildings  will  be  erected  and  in 
addition  thereto  structures  will  be  provided 
for  the  housing  of  small  industries  surrounded 
by  the  most  favorable  working  conditions  and 
eliminating  many  features  with  which  the 
smaller  manufacturer  when  operating  as  an 
isolated  plant  is  confronted  and  at  a  cost 
which  will  enable  him  to  materially  reduce 
his  cost  of  operation.  These  light  manufac- 
tories will  be  enabled  to  receive  raw  materials 


directly  from  ships,  rails  or  storage,  fabricate 
and  conveniently  dispatch  their  products 
either  into  storage,  to  ships,  to  drays  or  rail- 
way cars,  as  desired,  all  of  which  will  result 
in  economical  operation. 

For  manufacturing  plants  of  greater 
capacity,  located  on  the  land  adjacent  to 
the  waterfront,  ample  railway  tracks  will  be 
provided  for  the  handling  of  large  quantities 
of  products  to  and  from  ships  or  should  it 
be  desired  to  utilize  motor  trucks,  facilities 
for  loading  and  unloading  these  will  be 
provided  such  as  will  insure  the  greatest 
efficiency. 

A  word  as  to  the  manner  of  construction 
to  be  followed  in  this  project  may  be  of 
interest.  A  survey  of  the  waterfront  of  San 
Francisco  Bay  from  the  Oakland  Estuary 
to  Richmond,  extending  from  the  water's 
edge  to  approximately  deep  water,  discloses 
the  fact  that  it  is  covered  on  its  surface  with 
mud,  sand  and  gravel,  the  average  elevation 
of  which  is  about  eight  feet  below  mean  low 
water  to  the  top  of  the  mud.  Underlying 
this  is  a  harder  sand  and  gravel  at  an  eleva- 
tion of  about  twenty-five  feet  below  mean  low 
water.  By  a  dredging  process  it  is  proposed 
to  use  this  material  for  filling  in  purposes 
creating  the  piers  upon  which  the  terminal 
facilities  will  be  located,  thus"  insuring  a  low 
cost  of  construction  and  maintenance  and 
also  providing  the  necessary  deep  water  to 
the  docks. 

The  industrial  progress  which  has  already 
been  made  in  the  Eastbay  cities  within  the 
last  few  years  has  demonstrated  the  desira- 
bility of  this  region  for  such  purposes,  but  in 
order  to  secure  and  retain  the  commerce  which 
rightfully  belongs  to  this  harbor,  facilities 
must  be  provided  or  it  will  be  diverted  else- 
where, as  other  Pacific  ports  are  already 
enlarging  their  facilities  and  reaching  out  for 
this  commerce.  In  the  construction  of  the 
Pacific  Port  Terminal  it  is  not  anticipated  or 
contemplated  to  divert  commerce  from  other 
portions  of  San  Francisco  Bay.  Lack  of 
foresight  in  the  development  of  the  harbor  of 
New  York  resulted  not  only  in  great  conges- 
tion during  and  since  the  war,  but  has  been 
the  cause  of  diversion  to  other  ports  of  a  large 
freight  tonnage  which  properly  belongs  to  that 
port. 

To  profit  by  this  timely  warning  is  the 
object  of  Pacific  Port  Terminal. 
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Biographical   Sketch   of  Eminent  Engineers 

Employed  on  Pacific  Port  Project 

Berkeley,  California 
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Benjamin  F.  Cresson,  Jr. 

Member   American   Society   of   Civil   Engineers. 

Member  Institution  Civil  Engineers  of  Great  Britain. 

Member  American   Institute   Mining  Engineers. 

For  three  and  a  half  years,  first  deputy  Commis- 
sioner of  Docks,  New  York  City,  in  general  charge  of 
all  the  engineering  activities. 

For  three  years  Chief  Engineer  of  the  New  Jersey 
Harbor  Commission,  and  its  successor,  the  New 
Jersey  State  Board  of  Commerce  and  Navigation. 
Now  Consulting  Engineer  for  the  latter  Board. 

Consulting  Engineer  for  the  State  of  New  York 
on  Barge  Canal  Terminals. 

Much  time  given  to  designing  terminal  storage 
areas,  their  layout  and  equipment,  for  the  United 
States  Government,  in  connection  with  the  war 
measures. 

Consulting  Engineer  to  the  Director  of  Storage,  War 
Department,  during  1918,  on  Army  Supply  bases  at 
Boston,  New  York,  Philadelphia,  Norfolk,  Charleston, 
S.   C,    and  New   Orleans. 

Consulting  Engineer  in  charge  of  Engineers'  Office, 
New  York,  New  Jersey  Port  and  Harbor  Development 
Commission,  engaged  in  studying  and  preparing  a 
comprehensive  plan  for  the  Port  of  New  York.  This 
engineering  work  is  requiring  two  years'  study  and 
planning  and  is  costing  $400,000. 

Consulting  Engineer  to  Board  of  Harbor  Commis- 
sioners of  the  City  of  Camden,  New  Jersey. 

Member  of  Technical  Advisory  Committee  on  the 
Board  of  Harbor  Commissioners  of  Wilmington,  Dela- 
ware. 


Charles  W.  Staniford 

Member  American  Society  of   Civil  Engineers. 

Associate  Member  American  Society  of  Port 
Authorities. 

Member   of   Society   of  Terminal  Engineers. 

For  past  thirteen  years  Chief  Engineer  Department 
of  Docks  and  Ferries  of  the  City  of  New  York,  larger 
works  being  the  construction  of  the  nine  piers  with 
two  story  steel  sheds,  for  the  trans-Atlantic  Steamship 
Terminals  known  as  the  Chelsea  Improvement,  and  the 
construction  of  all  of  the  Municipal  Ferry  structures. 

On  January  I,  1919,  established  an  office  at  50 
Church  Street  for  general  consulting  and  engineering 
work,  giving  particular  attention  to  the  design,  con- 
struction and  valuation  of  waterfront  and  terminal 
works,  associating  himself  with  Mr.  B.  F.  Cresson,  Jr. 

Author  of  "Modern  Pier  Construction  in  New  York 
Harbor"  and  "Unusual  Coffer-Dam  for  1000  foot  pier, 
New  York  City,"  both  published  in  the  American 
Society   of   Civil   Engineers. 

Made  report  to  the  12th  International  Congress  of 
Navigation  on:  "Improved  Methods  for  the  Transfer 
of  Freight  between  the  Waterfront,  the  Railway  and 
the  Warehouse."  After  visiting  and  studying  the 
plans  and  methods  of  the  principal  seaports  of  Europe, 
made  an  extensive  report  thereon  which  was  pub- 
lished by  the  Department  of  Docks  and  Ferries,  New 
York  City. 

Member  of  Committee  of  Advisory  Engineers  for 
planning  reconstruction  of  New  York  Central  Railroad 
Terminals  in  New  York. 

Member  of  Committee  on  Port  Terminals,  Storage 
Committee,  for  planning  overseas  shipments  to  France, 
during  first  year  of  war. 

Prepared  plans  for  a  number  of  harbor  develop- 
ments, including  Portland,  Oregon,  and  Saguenay  Bay, 
Province  of  Quebec. 
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By  William  Aichbee. 


Never  refer  to  the  mistakes  your  doctor 
has  made — let  the  dead  rest. 

Never  put  off  until  tomorrow  the  touch 
that  you  should  make  today. 

You  can  tell  how  old  they  are  by  the  way 
they  hop  off  and  on  the  street  cars. 

The  man  who  has  had  no  secrets  from  his 
wife  for  several  years  is  a  widower. 

A  horse  show  is  a  place  where  the  women 
show  the  horse  that  he  has  no  show. 

Flashlight  love  needs  a  powerful  storage 
battery  to  keep  up  the  "ill"  lumination. 

Most  mothers  hope  that  when  their  daugh- 
ters marry  they  will  do  better  than  they  did. 

Even  though  some  of  Us  are  not  100% 
prohibitionists  we  don't  like  to  be  near  beer. 

Kings  are  not  very  popular  now  unless  you 
can  hold  three  of  them  with  a  couple  of  aces. 

It's  no  time  to  have  on  a  tight  gown  when 
the  drip  pan  under  the  refrigerator  is  running 
over. 

'Tis  said  that  money  talks.  Please  let  us 
in  on  the  conversation  as  we  do  not  like  to 
listen. 

A  larger  loaf  is  demanded  and  the  bakers 
say  the  public  will  have  to  supply  the  extra 
"dough." 

The  cost  of  loafing  is  reflected  in  the  high 
cost  of  living,  and  the  cost  of  high  living  now 
will  be  reflected  in  our  savings  accounts 
later  on. 

"Speed"  is  defined  as  a  very  quick  "yes," 
maiden  haste,  with  an  arm  around  an 
"eighteen"  waist — but  that's  pretty  small 
now  days. 


If  skirts  get  much  shorter  money  will  have 
to  be  carried  in  the  shoe. 

Our  police  force  would  probably  be  more 
alert  with  the  addition  of  a  dozen  or  so 
"club"  women. 

There  was  lots  of  magnetism  in  the  Chi- 
cago convention,  and  it  didn't  come  out  of 
the  canal,  either. 

If  some  of  us  were  to  trust  our  friends  as 
we  trust  ourselves,  we  wouldn't  let  them  get 
out  of  our  sight. 

As  we  linger  o'er  the  Latin  on  coins 
reverse,  we  wish  we  had  a  "pluribus"  of 
"unums"  in  our  purse. 

A  carpenter  never  uses  his  head  when  he 
drives  a  nail — he  uses  his  hammer,  but  his 
wife  uses  his  hairbrush. 

If  you  have  a  boss  who  is  a  regular  bear, 
you  must  be  careful  to  approach  him  only  at 
the  zoological  moment. 

If  you  are  dealing  with  a  man  who  says 
"limbs"  when  he  means  "legs,"  you  better 
have  his  check  certified. 

Even  though  the  way  of  the  transgressor 
is  hard  he  seems  to  get  "over  the  road" 
rapidly — after  he  is  caught. 

"Breweries  bow  to  prohibition"  says  a 
headline.  Well,  why  not  be  courteous, 
anyway,  for  the  time  being? 

No  matter  if  prices  drop,  underwear  will 
be  out  of  sight,  and  hosiery  will  not  come 
down  unless  supporters  break. 

Debs  is  accused  of  favoring  a  "one-term" 
plank  for  the  Socialistic  platform.  If  we 
were  in  his  position,  we  would  favor  a  half 
term. 
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Art  should  "get  by"  easily  in  these  days 
of  "highcost"  because  it  needs  but  little 
clothing. 

Now  that  the  conventions  are  over  it  is 
dead  easy  for  the  candidates  that  were  to 
break  into  the  obituary  columns. 

Politicians  oft  remind  us  o'er  our  eyes  can 
be  "pulled  wool,"  and  the  candidates  behind 
us  ever  ready  to  "shoot  the  bull." 

How  longitude  will  we  have  to  wait  and 
with  what  latitude  may  we  approach  the 
political  horizon,  and  where  is  it? 

Success  is  not  attained  on  earth  by  just 
a  single  leap,  and  no  man  can  hope  to  prove 
his  worth  by  methods  that  are  cheap. 

The  readers  of  BUBBLES  are  reminded  to 
do  their  Christmas  shopping  early  and  take 
advantage  of  the  June  White  Sales. 

If  we  spend  one-third  of  our  lives  in  bed, 
one-third  in  work,  and  one-third  in  play, 
we'll  be  healthy,  comfortable  and  happy. 

The  dollar  may  not  mean  happiness,  but 
it  means  comfort,  and  you  cannot  blame 
people  for  their  desire  to  be  comfortable. 

The  loose  planks  in  the  political  platforms 
should  be  nailed  down  to  prevent  their  falling 
off  in  the  Presidential  race  which  is  now  on. 

No  matter  how  much  a  man  may  pride 
himself  on  his  intelligence,  he  is  never  quite 
as  good  as  a  horse  at  eating  corn  off  a  cob. 

A  University  student  has  undergone  a  most 
painful  operation.  He  had  his  allowance 
cut  off,  which  will  relieve  him  of  his  gasolinic 
inclinations. 

Mountain  lion  steak  is  declared  to  be  the 
best  in  the  world,  and  just  the  meat  for 
those  who  "growl"  at  the  high  cost  of 
"tender  lion." 

News  item  states  that  "Bankers  will  frolic 
in  the  snow  in  high  Sierras."  Surely  they 
need  not  bring  mufflers  along  for  fear  of 
catching  "cold." 

When  an  employee  gets  a  swelled  head 
to  the  point  of  where  his  brains  rattle  in  it, 
it's  time  to  hang  a  "school-go-slow"  sign 
around  his  neck. 


While  some  of  the  candidates  may  not 
have  originated  their  candidacies,  they 
undoubtedly  employed  a  few  original  orig- 
inators to  sow  the  seed. 

There's  a  "General"  in  politics  who  will 
greatly  aid  the  voter  in  the  coming  election 
for  President,  and  he  is  that  great  old  loud 
mouth,  General  Publicity. 

If  women  would  use  the  same  care  in 
selecting  a  husband  as  they  do  in  buying  a 
hat,  they  would  have  one  that  could  be 
"trimmed"  again  for  next  season. 

A  leading  candidate  for  the  Presidency 
says:  "No  party  can  afford  to  'straddle' 
the  League  of  Nations."  We'll  say  he 
can't  unless  he's  a  pretty  big  party. 

The  man  worth  while  is  the  man  who  can 
smile  when  everything  goes  "dead"  wrong, 
says  the  mild  man  who  had  to  pay  the 
funeral  expenses  of  his  mother-in-law. 

They're  growing  Japanese  walnuts  in 
Colorado  now.  This  state  always  developed 
a  good  crop  of  "nuts"  even  before  the  Japs 
located  there,  but  not  of  the  wall  variety. 

John  R.  Hunter  says  if  the  incline  leading 
from  the  Company's  basement  garage  to  the 
street  was  a  2.75%  grade  instead  of  30 
his  car  would  go  out  of  the  garage  with 
more  "steam." 

It  is  hoped  that  the  next  President  will 
wipe  out  party  lines.  It's  tough  when  two 
women  on  a  party  line  want  to  talk  at  the 
same  time  and  neither  will  hang  up — then 
the  talk  is  hung  up. 

A  flustered  woman  was  running  around 
Capwell's  store  the  other  day,  and  when 
asked  by  the  floorwalker  what  she  was 
looking  for,  said,  "I'm  looking  for  the 
entrance  to  the  outside." 

A  new  hair  destroyer  is  on  the  market. 
The  advertisements  contain  the  "bald"  state- 
ment that  after  using  one  bottle  of  the  liquid 
you  may  return  it  if  it  does  not  do  the  work. 
You  return  the  bottle,  y'understand ! 
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"BUBBLES"  from  OUR 
CORRESPONDENTS 


OAKLAND  •  BERKELEY 
ALAMEDA-  RICHMOND 
CORPORATION   YARD 


J. 


P.    FlEBERLING 
Correspondent 


OAKLAND   DIVISION 

General    Office — Mr.    Lee    Hume, 
formerly  with  this  Company,  paid  us  a 
visit  the  other  day.      Lee  is  looking  fine 
and  we  were  all  glad  to  see  him. 

Mrs.  Gibson,  Miss  Sylvia  and  Miss  St. 
Pierre  are  having  two  weeks  of  rest  camping 
at  San  Pablo  Dam,  at 
least  they  said  they 
were  going  to  rest,  but 
judging  from  the  vari- 
ous house  parties 
planned,  there  will 
not  be  much  rest. 

Mr.  Tasheira  and 
Max  Carash  were  so 
eggsited  over  the  three- 
legged  race  at  the, 
barbecue  that  they  put 
up  a  little  change,  and, 
of  course,  naturally,  in 
the  course  of  human 
events,  Max  won  and 
he  has  been  crowing  about  it  ever  since. 

Miss  Myrtle  Reimers  is  assisting  Mr. 
Smith  in  the  accounting  department  and 
will  also  help  in  Miss  Farrell's  department. 

Miss  Frances  Kearns  is  a  recent  addition 
to  our  office  force. 

Messrs.  Hunter,  Reinhardt  and  Clark 
recently  visited  Weaverville  in  search  of 
pipe  and  ???.      They  found  some  pipe. 

Mr.  Westover  says  there  is  no  change  in 
his  department  except  he  has  a  new  pad  for 
his  chair. 

We  are  afraid  Mr.  Marks  is  smoking  too 
much,  but  he  has  to  kill  time  on  that  San 
Rafael  trip  every  day. 

Mr.  Grannell,  accountant  from  the  dam, 
says  we  have  a  fine  office,  BUT  he  likes  the 
open  country  much  better. 

Purchasing  Agent  Hunter  spent  a  few 
days  in  Coalinga  buying  supplies  for  the 
Company.  Messrs.  Magerstadt  and  Rein- 
hardt accompanied  him  and  they  returned 
safely. 


Miss  Grace  Blake  had  a  little  bark  for 
a  couple  of  days.  O.  K.  now.  Too  much 
barbecue. 

Mr.  P.  Paulson  is  back  with  us  again  as 
foreman  of  the  Piedmont  division. 

The  new  pipe  line  from  San  Pablo  Filters 
along  Fairmont  A.venue  to  San  Pablo  is 
completed  and  tested  and  will  be  in  operation 
within  the  next  two  weeks. 

Miss  Reimers  and  Miss  Gede  are  assisting 
Mrs.  Forkey  while  Miss  Sylvia  is  enjoying  a 
well  earned  rest. 

A  number  of  employees  took  advantage  of 
the  Decoration  Day  vacation  and  journeyed 
to  the  Santa  Cruz  Mountains. 

Mistah  Clarence  Jenkins  has  taken  a  trip 
to  that  wahm  southern  city,  Memphis,  foh 
business  and  pleasure  and  will  return  in  about 
two  weeks. 

Mr.  R.  Sparrow  is  a  new  addition  in  the 
engineering  department.  He  is  assisting  Mr. 
Curtin  in  the  surveying  division. 

The  boys  in  the  engineering  department 
are  working  full  time  and  then  some  these 
days.  Vacation  time  for  the  department  has 
been  postponed  until  later  in  the  season. 

Mr.  Walter  Curtin  has  been  confined  to 
his  home  with  a  cold.  We  understand  that 
a  very  attractive  nurse  is  in  attendance. 

The  first  draft  has  been  made  on  the  39th 
Avenue  Reservoir. 

Oakland  Business  Office  —  We 
again  must  begin  our  column  with  the  most 
interesting  event  which  has  transpired  since 
the  last  issue  of  BUBBLES — the  barbecue  and 
picnic  at  the  Lake.  Mr.  Wilhelm  invited 
us  to  spend  a  day  in  the  hills  and  grounds 
surrounding  Lake  Chabot.  All  were  told 
to  meet  at  the  Oakland  business  office  at 
9:30  o'clock  where  machines  were  provided 
and  we  were  taken  on  a  joy  ride  to  the  park 
at  the  foot  of  the  canyon.  Paul  Daniels 
acted  as  godfather  and  during  the  week  had 
the  place  cleaned  up,  swung  several  ham- 
mocks and  borrowed  the  Chief's  victrola  for 
the   occasion.      Some   of   us   looked    for   soft 
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spots  and  took  things  easy.  Others  played 
games  and  took  auto  trips  around  grounds. 

Mr.  Thatcher  participated  in  the  fat  men's 
race  and  won,  but  GEE,  it  was  some  stren- 
uous effort  on  his  part  to  beat  Abe  Solomon. 
After  lunch,  which  consisted  of  an  abundance 
of  barbecued  lamb  and  beef,  beans  a  la 
Mexicano,  bread  and  butter,  coffee  and  ice. 
cream,  we  were  invited  to  dance  on  the  porch 
at  the  house.  All  the  afternoon  we  danced, 
romped,  strolled,  launched  on  the  lake,  ate, 
penny-anted  or  dreamed  as  it  suited  our 
individual  taste.  When  the  sun  began  to  set 
we  began  to  drift  homeward,  but  it  was  quite 
late  in  the  evening  before  all  had  departed 
and  it  was  with  regrets  that  we  then  left.  It 
surely  was  a  great  day  and  we  again  report 
that  these  periodical  events  help  us  to  look 
upon  our  work  days  pleasantly  and  optimis- 
tically.     Thanks,  Mr.  Wilhelm. 

Of  course,  we  do  not  like  to  be  continually 
harping  on  the  same  subject,  but  again  a  little 
bird  has  told  us  that  our  Miss  Sparrow  is 
seriously  considering  the  matrimonial  step. 
Good  luck  to  you  both. 

Miss  Ann  Norling  has  returned  from  her 
trip  to  the  Windy  City  and  is  glad  to  get 
back  to  her  "Little  home  in  the  West." 

Ralph  Boyd  has  been  quite  ill,  but  we 
are  glad  to  report  he  is  on  the  mend  and 
that  he  will  soon  be  back  with  us. 

Mrs.  Mabel  Smith  and  Miss  Katherine 
Gede  spent  their  vacation  together  in  the 
Ycsemite  Valley,  and  report  wonderful  times. 

We  recently  had  the  pleasure  of  attending 
a  christening  dinner  at  the  Pretti  home. 
Frank  says  he  believes  in  giving  a  young  man 
a  good  start  in  life,  so  he  invited  a  bunch  of 
notables  to  his  home  for  the  occasion. 
Every  one  knows  of  the  real  hospitality 
always  displayed  at  the  Pretti  home. 

Miss  Lawrence  has  returned  from  her  vaca- 
tion. She  visited  her  sister  in  Los  Angeles. 
While  there  she  called  on  Andy  Gifford  and 
found  him  a  full  fledged  Angelino.  Andy 
was  glad  she  called  and  wants  any  of  the 
bunch  to  drop  in  if  they  travel  that  way. 

Mrs.  Christensen  has  been  appointed 
matron  of  the  girls'  rest  rooms.  They  all 
are  pleased  with  the  selection  and  feel  that 
they  have  a  real  mother  to  look  after  them. 

Meter  Reader  Wilson  sent  us  a  postal 
from  the  Santa  Cruz  mountains ;  it  told  the 
usual  fish-y  story.  You'll  have  to  show  us, 
John. 


Central  Billing  Bureau — As  we 
were  walking  down  1 4th  Street  during  the 
recent  religious  campaign  known  as  "Go  to 
Church"  week,  we  came  upon  Johnny  Larson 
gazing  intently  into  a  window  devoted  to  the 
display  of  dainty,  fluffy  feminine  apparel, 
shaking  his  head  and  muttering,  "Yes,  yes, — 
that's  right,  that's  right."  Upon  closer 
inspection  we  noticed  in  the  center  of  the 
display  a  large  card  reading,  "In  trying 
times  like  these,  young  man — Go  to  church." 

Miss  Josephine  Larson  has  taken  Miss 
Norling's  work,  and  Miss  Gede  is  helping  in 
the  extension  department  during  vacation 
period. 

Miss  Lucille  Rogers  is  a  new  addition  to 
our  office  force.  She  has  been  placed  in  the 
extension  department  with  Mrs.  Voigt. 

Miss  Hazel  Mundell  enjoyed  two  weeks 
with  her  friends  in  Oroville,  her  old  home 
town.  She  says  she  had  a  good  time,  but 
that's  all  you  will  get  out  of  Hazel. 

Mrs.  Forkey  had  a  wonderful  time  in 
Sacramento,  but  we  won't  say  another  word 
about  it  as  friend  husband  reads  BUBBLES. 

Mrs.  Voigt  is  vacationing  in  Walnut 
Creek  as  she  says  she  wants  to  get  a  real  thrill 
and  collect  a  few  eggs  for  a  change,  without 
paying  for  them. 

Miss  Ethel  Farrell  is  having  a  wonderful 
time  Yosemiting  with  a  party  of  friends. 

Mrs.  Ella  Mau  of  the  extension  depart- 
ment has  resigned  and  will  take  a  few  months' 
rest.  Miss  Alice  La  Grange,  a  newcomer 
in  the  extension  department,  takes  the  place 
made  vacant  by  the  resignation  of  Mrs.  Mau. 

Sluicings  From  San  Pablo  Project. 

After  forty-six  months  of  continuous  labor 
and  expense,  many  serious  labor  problems  to 
solve  and  numerous  engineering  obstacles  to 
overcome,  the  San  Pablo  project  is  about 
ready  to  be  delivered  to  the  operating  depart- 
ment. All  that  remains  is  to  finish  connect- 
ing the  42"  outfall  pipe  line  to  service  lines. 

The  outlet  tunnel  was  completed  last  week. 

The  filtration  plant  is  ready  for  business. 

The  dam  as  it  stands  today  contains 
1,509,975  cubic  yards  of  sluiced  rock  and 
earth  and  this  amount  of  yardage  was  actually 
moved  and  placed  within  a  period  of  twenty- 
four  months,  giving  an  average  of  material 
placed  each  month  of  60,399  cubic  yards, 
or  2,01  3  cubic  yards  per  day.      The  average 
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number  of  men  engaged  in  sluicing  operations 
per  day  was  68,  giving  a  yardage  per  man 
per  day  of  28  cubic  yards,  which  in  com- 
parison with  any  data  we  have  been  able  to 
secure  on  other  projects,  gives  the  San 
Pablo  Project  a  favorable  increase  over  all 
similar  undertakings  of  a  similar  nature. 
The  cost  in  comparison  is  rather  high,  but 
under  existing  labor  and  material  conditions, 
no  other  result  could  be "  expected,  as  for 
instance,  when  the  project  was  started,  com- 
mon labor  was  paid  $2.25  for  nine  hours. 
Today  we  are  paying  our  unskilled  labor 
$5.00  for  8  hours  work.  Lumber  that  cost 
us  $30.00  per  thousand  feet,  today  costs 
$80.00.  Powder  was  then  12  cents  per 
pound  and  today  it  is  20  cents,  and  so  on 
down  the  list.  Barley  has  advanced  over 
100  per  cent  and  hay  nearly  150  per  cent 
and  the  electricity  has  advanced  .006  per 
h.  p.  hour  to  .007284  per  h.  p.  h. 

Some  of  the  personnel  on  the  job  were 
more  than  interesting.  At  one  time  during 
1918  we  had  seventeen  different  nationalities 
represented.  No  one  could  ascertain  the 
creeds  that  were  represented.  We  do  know 
that  at  one  time  we  had  followers  of  Christ, 
Buddha  and  Mohammed — Confucius,  too, 
had  a  voter  on  the  job.  The  health  of  the 
men  was  excellent.  Mcst  all  construction 
jobs  are  built  by  a  floating  element,  but  the 
morals  of  the  men  were  exceedingly  good. 
There  was  only  one  arrest  for  disturbance 
during  the  life  of  the  job  and  for  us  who 
saw  most  of  the  construction  it  has  been  a 
very  pleasing  project  with  which  to  be  asso- 
ciated and  we  leave  it  with  many  regrets  and 
hope  that  as  the  East  Bay  Water  Company 
continues  to  grow  in  size  and  usefulness  that 
new  projects  of  a  similar  character  will 
become  necessary  and  that  we  will  again  be 
working  together  for  them. 

It  seems  to  me  that  the  editor  of  Bubbles 
takes  special  delight  in  learning  when  a  man 
is  too  busy  to  write  articles  for  our  publica- 
tion and  then  to  call  on  him  for  a  mess  of 
stuff.  In  the  last  issue  we  sort  of  promised 
to  write  in  detail  some  of  our  data  of  a 
statistical  nature,  but  again  we  are  compelled 
to  "pass  the  buck"  on  to  our  next  issue. 

GRANNELL. 


CORPORATION    YARD 

JACK  MOFFITT  lecently  bought  a  Chev- 
rolet. That  is  nothing  unusual,  but  he  is 
a  great  advocate  of  Safety  First.  It  is 
said  that  he  is  so  careful  that  he  stops  in  the 
middle  of  the  road  until  all  cars  have  passed 
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On  one  of  his  excur- 
sions, accompanied  by 
his  better  half,  he  came 
to  a  railroad  crossing 
and  just  to  show  how 
careful  he  is,  Mrs. 
Jack  got  out  of  the 
car  and  flagged  him 
to  safety.  He  cannot 
even  now  understand 
why  the  onlookers 
\  laughed.  Never  mind 
/  'em,  "Jack."  Care- 
fulness is  the  word — 
put  her  in  low. 

The  meter  shop  as 
usual    is    doing    good 
work  repairing  and  testing  meters,  giving  the 
public  the  benefit  of  good  meters. 

F.  Parker,  of  the  meter  shop,  has  just 
returned  from  a  seven  weeks'  vacation,  which 
he  spent  with  Foreman  McKinney  in  the 
Yard.  He  claims  that  handling  1  6"  pipe  and 
ether  light  material  so  developed  his  biceps, 
etc,  that  he  became  McKinney's  heavy- 
weight. It  is  thought  under  these  circum- 
stances that  he  ought  to  return  the  pay  he 
received  for  that  period. 

Frank  Stagnaro  was  asking  about  candy, 
chocolates  especially,  particularly  the  price  of 
a  really  nice  box  of  same.  Now  we  know 
what's  the  matter.     Good  luck,  "Frank." 

It  is  not  generally  known  that  "Jim" 
Nelson  is  specializing  in  paper  hanging  and 
painting.  He  certainly  has  done  some  lot 
at  home,  under  the  supervision  of  Mrs. 
"Jim."  Friends  will  be  notified  of  a  house- 
warming  at  an  early  date. 

Pete  Gallagher  is  again  with  us  repairing 
dials,  after  spending  a  week  home  doctoring 
rheumatism.  He  is  some  clock-maker  all 
right,  so  they  say. 

Frank  Stagnaro  wants  to  grow  a  beard. 
Any  recipes  for  same  will  be  gladly  acknowl- 
edged. 

The  members  of  the  Turn-Off  Department 
have  started  the  vacation  ball  rolling.    Frank 
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Cressy  plans  on  spending  his  vacation  building 
a  summer  cottage  out  in  the  wilds  near 
Joaquin   Miller's   residence. 

Fred  Brownell  reports  having  a  very  nice 
time  touring  the  southern  part  of  the  state  in 
his  new  Chandler  during  his  two  weeks' 
vacation. 

Frank  Bush  had  such  a  good  time  the  two 
weeks  he  was  away  that  it  took  two  days 
to  recuperate  when  he  returned.  Imagine! 
and  they  say  this  is  a  dry  country,  too. 

Sol  Hyman  says  he  had  a  wonderful  time 
spending  his  vacation  at  the  Alameda  beaches. 
What  was  the  attraction,  Sol? 

Franko  Pretti  is  making  great  preparations 
to  catch  the  big  fish  in  the  High  Sierras  next 
month.  "Franko"  says  there  will  not  be  any 
danger  of  his  gasoline  supply  running  short 
in  his  tin  "Lizzie"  as  he  has  just  purchased 
a  fifty-gallon  tank. 

P.  Paulson  is  our  new  blacksmith  helper, 
taking  the  place  recently  made  vacant  by 
George  Shafer,  who  left  the  services  of  this 
Company. 

The  Construction  Department  has  just 
completed  installing  a  new  20"  main  running 
from  the  San  Pablo  Filters  west  to  San  Pablo 
Avenue. 

Several  3 ",  4"  and  6"  extensions  are  under 
construction  in  the  Longridge  and  Wild  wood 
Tracts.  Mr.  Farrell  says  that  if  Oakland 
doesn't  stop  growing  pretty  soon,  he  will  have 
to  work  his  men  day  and  night  putting  in 
services,  extensions,  etc. 

"Pop"  Wilkins  reports  he  had  a  very 
pleasant  sojourn  on  May  30th  and  31st  at 
his  camp  near  Casadera.  He  intends  to 
spend  his  vacation  there  and  says  he  would 
be  glad  to  welcome  any  of  the  Water  Com- 
pany people  who  would  care  to  come. 

Mr.  Farrell  and  Mr.  Stevens  have  decided 
at  last,  after  ten  years  of  continuous  hard 
work  to  take  a  vacation.  Mr.  Farrell  leaves 
on  June  26th  with  the  "Mrs."  and  Louie, 
Jr.,  for  an  automobile  tour  through  the 
southern  part  of  the  State.  Mr.  Stevens 
plans  on  taking  a  jaunt  up  north  on  a  boat 
about  the  middle  of  August.  We  all  hope 
that  both  will  have  the  best  time  possible  on 
their  vacations. 

A.  Mercia,  Berkeley  foreman,  has  been 
on  the  sick  list  for  the  past  two  months.  We 
are  glad  to  hear  that  he  is  again  regaining  his 
health  slowly,  but  surely. 


The  secret  has  been  revealed  why  "Chris" 
Jensen  wanted  his  "Lizzie"  fixed  so  that  it 
wouldn't  navigate  so  fast.  It  seems  that 
Chris  has  been  used  to  driving  old  No.  "4" 
around  town  and  it  won't  travel  more  than 
about  fifteen  miles  an  hour  at  full  speed.  So 
when  Chris  was  given  a  new  "Lizzie"  with 
"Lots  of  pep"  he  didn't  realize  that  it  would 
not  take  quite  so  much  gas  to  make  her  go. 
Anyhow,  Chris  was  traveling  about  thirty 
miles  per  along  Grand  Avenue,  when  a 
burlesome  "cop"  stopped  him  and  told  him 
to  report  at  the  City  Hall.  We'll  forgive 
you  this  time,  Chris,  but  be  careful  in  the 
future  and  don't  try  to  be  one  of  those  Barney 
Oldfrelds. 

Ask  "Bill"  Johnson  where  he  got  the  tin 
dollar.  That's  one  on  you,  "Bill."  We'll 
never  tell. 

You  didn't  know  Joe  Jasper,  our  oil 
station  man,  was  a  detective,  did  you? 
That's  all  right,  "Jass,"  you'll  get  'em  yet. 

"Bill"  Schlenker  suffered  a  painful  injury 
recently  when  a  piece  of  steel  flew  in  one  of 
his  eyes  while  cleaning  meters.  All  precau- 
tions were  taken  and  "Bill's"  eye  is  just  as 
good  as  ever. 

J.  MofHtt  of  the  Meter  Repair  shop  crew, 
has  secured  a  month's  leave  of  absence  to 
tour  the  State  in  his  new  Chevrolet.  Let's 
hope  that  "J.  M."  has  fully  regained  his 
health  when  he  returns. 

Joe  Paladini,  foreman  of  our  truck,  is  a 
very  busy  man  these  days,  dividing  his  time 
between  Oakland  and  Alameda.  Joe  man- 
ages to  keep  three  or  four  men  busy  in 
Oakland  while  he  takes  a  flying  trip  to 
Alameda  and  attends  to  the  more  urgent 
orders  over  here.  Joe  is  never  so  happy  as 
when  he  is  kept  busy  and  his  spirits  certainly 
should  be  soaring  to  the  nth  degree  these 
strenuous  days. 

A  newsy  one  told  me  that  Miss  Williams 
is  wearing  a  diming  ring,  but  far  be  it  from 
me  to  say  anything  more. 


Don't  take  it  to  heart,  or  go  insane 

If  a  joke  is  labeled  in  your  name. 

We  must   all   help   to   make    the    magazine 

worth  while. 
It  would  be  just  awful  if  we  never  did  smile. 
As  we  have  said  before,  'tis  only  in  fun, 
So  don't  get  sore  if  we  pop  you  one. 
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BERKELEY   DIVISION 

REALLY  it's  a  job  for  me  to  write  the  news 
items  for  the  Berkeley  Division.  I'm 
accused  of  procrastinating  and  delaying 
n' everything.  Now  let  me  see,  what  has 
happened — Oh,  yes!  We  are  quite  fortu- 
nate in  securing  the  services  of  Miss  Merle 
Fiedler,  who  has  been 
assigned  to  the  posi- 
tion of  Receiver.  Miss 
Fiedler  needs  no  coach- 
ing or  instructions  in 
our  work,  as  she  served 
in  the  Alameda  office 
for  over  four  years 
and  ably  assisted  Man- 
ager McKean.  A  few 
months  ago  she  re- 
signed to  take  a  much 
needed  rest  as  her 
health  was  not  of  the 
best.       Now    that    she        W-  H.  BlaIS 

is      greatly      improved,  Correspondent 

she  says  she  can't  be  idle  and  it's  our  office 

that  is  fortunate  in  securing  her. 

John  Frick  has  returned  from  his  vacation 
looking  fresh  and  happy.  John  says  it's 
really  a  treat  to  just  lay  'round  for  a  short 
time  to  relax  and  be  free  from  responsibility 
for  about  two  weeks,  as  it  results  in  a  good 
rest,  but  John  further  states,  "No  longer 
than  two  weeks,  though." 

When  John  Frick  was  away  we  were  for- 
tunate in  having  Ellis  Stevens  of  the  Corpora- 
tion Yard,  Oakland,  substituting  for  him. 
A  sad  and  shocking  incident  occurred,  too, 
while  Ellis  was  with  us.  His  mother  lost 
her  life  while  on  her  way  to  the  down-town 
shopping  district.  It  appears  that  as  she 
approached  a  street  car  she  discovered  it 
was  the  fast  Hay  ward  express  and  stepped 
back  to  avoid  the  whirl  of  dust  and  wind. 
Her  backward  movement  put  her  directly  in 
the  path  of  a  heavy  truck  which  knocked 
her  down  and  crushed  out  her  life.  We  all 
deeply  sympathize  with  Ellis. 

Miss  Edna  Higgins  is  away  on  her  vaca- 
tion. Not  having  been  informed  of  her 
plans,  we  feel  a  delicacy  in  venturing  to 
make  reference  to  her  itinerary.  Who  can 
tell,  though?  She  might  go  to  Hay  ward 
or  Milpitas  for  a  real  good  time. 


Miss  Virginia  Clark  is  a  new  addition  to 
our  force.  She  is  substituting  during  the 
vacation  period  and  is  becoming  quite  pro- 
ficient in  her  duties. 

Just  simply  can't  keep  'em  down.  I  mean 
the  applications  for  new  services  and  the 
ordinary  applications  for  "Ons"  keeps  us 
"yumping"  sideways  and  then  some,  and  say, 
do  you  know  we  are  growing  by  leaps  and 
bounds?  Watch  us.  There  is  some  activity 
here. 

Berkeley  is  again  in  the  limelight.  When 
it  comes  to  a  city  police  department  presided 
over  by  a  modern  and  efficient  Chief,  we 
have  one  here,  second  to  none.  Through 
Chief  August  Vollmer  we  not  only  receive 
much  publicity  regarding  the  efficient  police 
force  we  have,  but  volumes  of  publicity 
regarding  our  good  citizens  and  home  loving 
peoples.  Chief  Vollmer  is  a  recognized 
authority  on  criminology  and  is  famous  as 
a  lecturer.  He  attends  all  of  the  national 
conventions  of  the  Chiefs  of  police  and 
Berkeley  is  well  played  up  by  the  Chief. 
We  are  proud  of  him  and  his  able  and  brave 
officers. 

And  speaking  of  the  police  department 
reminds  me  that  our  fire  department  under 
Chief  Sidney  Rose  is  a  top  notcher.  It  is 
really  remarkable  when  one  stops  to  measure 
our  small  fire  losses.  There  are  many  resi- 
dence roof  fires  which  are  quickly  and  suc- 
cessfully combatted  with  by  Chief  Rose  and 
his  faithful  force  of  real  fire  fighters.  Citi- 
zens of  Berkeley  should  not  overlook  these 
facts. 

At  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Chamber 
of  Commerce  recently,  Mr.  F.  H.  Thatcher, 
Cashier  of  the  First  National  Bank  of  Berke- 
ley and  brother  of  C.  E.  Thatcher  of  the 
Oakland  office,  was  elected  president  of  that 
body. 

I  am  told  that  this  issue  of  BUBBLES  is  to 
feature  some  of  the  advantages  Berkeley  has 
and  the  wonderful  development  now  under 
way  and  about  to  take  place — seems  as 
though  the  sky  is  the  limit.  There  is  room 
galore,  but  look  out, — the  big  transaction 
recorded  last  week,  in  which  Rufus  Jennings 
participated  would  indicate  that  wise  heads 
are  not  overlooking  any  bets  and  are  "buying 
in"  while  the  buying  can  be  had. 
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ALAMEDA  DIVISION 

ALL  who  took  advantage  of  the  hospitality 
of  our  General  Manager,  Mr.  Wilhelm, 
and  attended  the  barbecue  and  picnic 
at  his  home  on  Lake  Chabot  on  Monday,  the 
3 1  st  of  May,  declared  that  they  had  the 
most  enjoyable  time  of  the  season.  Who 
wouldn't  have  a  good 
time  picnicking  among 
such  beautiful  sur- 
roundings with  plenty 
of  good  things  to  eat, 
and  lovely  ladies,  with 
wonderful  summery 
dresses,  to  smile  encour- 
agement on  those  of 
the  sterner  sex  partici- 
pating in  the  athletic 
events?  All  enjoyed 
the  wonderful  game  of 
baseball,  but  as  space 

Geo.  A.  McKean  is  iimitecj  we  trust  that 

Correspondent  1    .  .        r 

a  complete  account  or 
the  many  events  will  appear  on  other  pages, 
so  will  have  to  be  contented  with  saying  that 
we  had  a  lovely  time  and  hope  many  similar 
events  will  occur  in  the  future. 

Mr.  James  Finch  reports  quite  an  exciting 
trip  en  route  to  Alameda  via  Oakland  the 
last  rainy  day.  It  seems  that  James  was 
riding  along  easily  enough  when  all  of  a 
sudden  his  little  machine  turned  completely 
around  and  started  back.  Nothing  so 
startling  in  that,  thought  James,  but  when 
little  Henry  repeated  the  performance  in  the 
next  block  and  followed  this  up  with  a  series 
of  tail  spins,  James  decided  to  direct  little 
Henry  over  rougher  roads  of  travel  for 
safety's  sake. 

Alameda  is  kept  well  to  the  front  nowadays 
through  the  activity  of  its  citizens.  Just 
recently  a  substantial  and  live  Rotary  Club 
was  organized;  the  Chamber  of  Commerce 
has  launched  a  campaign  for  new  members, 
and  the  naval  base  looms  up  on  the  horizon 
as  an  assured  thing.  Our  city  manager  is 
not  allowing  the  grass  to  grow  under  his  feet 
or  the  feet  of  our  city  officials.  He's  keeping 
them  well  stirred  up.  We  can  now  boast  of 
having  an  official  city  paper,  entitled, 
Alameda  Journal,  published  monthly  and 
distributed  to  every  home  and  business  house 
free.  It's  a  wonderful  advertising  medium, 
too. 


C.  E.  Clark 

Correspondent 


RICHMOND   DIVISION 

RICHMOND  folks  are  stepping  high  these 
days  and  all  are  joyful,  the  reason  being 
that   we   have   added   one  more   manu- 
facturing   plant    to    the    list    of    our    many 
achievements   in   the   brief   time   our   city  has 
been  in  existence.     The  Proctor  and  Gamble 
Manufacturing     Com- 
pany    has     just    pur- 
chased a  large  site  on 
the  waterfront  between 
Sixth        and        Tenth 
Streets      and     Cutting 
Boulevard     and     will 
begin     the     work     of 
building  at  once.    They 
are    to    erect    a     three 
million      dollar      plant 
P   and    will    employ   sev- 
eral thousand  men  and 
women. 

The  Richmond  of- 
fice wishes  to  extend 
their  thanks  to  Mr.  Wilhelm  for  the  good 
time  enjoyed  by  all  at  the  barbecue  on  May 
3 1  st.  The  day  ended  beautifully  for  all 
except  Miss  Farnocchia,  who  was  disap- 
pointed that  she  did  not  get  to  see  the  moon 
come  up  over  the  lake. 

Martin  Andrisch  of  our  Service  Depart- 
ment had  a  narrow  escape  a  few  days  ago 
while  working  with  Foreman  Pleich's  crew 
installing  a  connection  with  the  24-inch  main 
on  San  Pablo  Avenue  at  Fairmont  Avenue, 
El  Cerrito,  with  the  24-inch  line  from  the 
new  filter  plant.  Martin  was  working  in 
a  cut  under  the  street  car  tracks  and  straight- 
ened up  just  as  a  car  was  passing.  The  car 
evidently  was  late  for  it  was  running  at  top 
speed.  The  step  of  the  car  hit  Martin  on 
the  side  of  the  head,  cutting  a  deep  scalp 
wound  and  knocking  him  unconscious. 
Everybody  who  saw  the  accident  thought 
sure  he  had  been  killed.  Foreman  Pleich 
rushed  him  to  the  Abbott  Emergency  Hos- 
pital and  after  taking  four  stitches  in  Martin's 
scalp  he  said  he  was  O.  K.  and  went  home 
and  was  on  the  job  again  in  two  days. 

Say!  who  knows  anything  about  the  ball 
game?  The  last  time  the  meter  readers 
were  out,  Charles  Fieberling  got  us  all  fussed 
up  about  a  ball  game  between  the  Yard  and 
Office  forces,  and  now  we  want  to  know 
when  it's  coming  off. 
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CITY  MANAGEMENT 

By  Charles  E.  Hewes, 
City  Manager,  Alameda,  California. 

NICHOLAS    MURRAY    Butler,    in    the  organizations    of    corporations.       We    have 

Saturday  Evening  Post,  recently  said:  adjusted  the   relation  between  the  men  who 

"Without  question  one  of  the  most  think  and   the   men  who   execute.       But    in 

pressing  problems  before  the  whole  civilized  government    we    are    still    moving    along   the 

world  today  is  the  functioning  of  government  same   old   lines,   with   the   old   parliamentary 

itself.     Unless  I  am  greatly  mistaken  govern-  procedure,  which  seems  to  the  business  man 


ment  is  breaking 
down,  not  only  here 
in  America,  but  all 
over  the  world.  The 
reasons  for  this  de- 
plorable drift — which 
is  especially  unfortu- 
nate at  this  juncture 
because  it  gives 
strength  and  oppor- 
tunity and  reason- 
ableness, perhaps,  to 
various  factors  of 
unrest  working  for 
overturn  of  govern- 
ment and  order — are, 
I  think,  mainly  two: 
First.     During  the 


necessarily  cumbersome  at  best,  on  one  hand; 
and,  on  the  other  hand,  waste,  overlapping 
of  functions,  confusion,  and  too  few  of  the 
excellencies  and  efficacies  that  argue  power." 

Mr.  Butler  is  entirely  correct  in  his  analy- 
sis of  the  problem.  During  the  last  few 
years,  especially  in  America,  a  great  number 
of  undertakings  new  to  government  have 
been  thrust  upon  it.  It  is  not  necessary  in 
this  article  to  enumerate  these  additional 
activities.  Suffice  to  say  that  invention,  dis- 
covery and  the  higher  demands  of  an  enlight- 
ened people  have  demanded  greater  service 
in  government. 

Mr.  Butler's  second  statement  that  "there 
has  been  no  remodeling  of  the  administrative 
machinery"     corresponding    to     the     revision 


CHARLES  tL,.  HEWES  jn  metbods  of  organization  in  private  business, 

last  thirty  or  forty  years  all  the  great  nations  is  only  partly  correct.      Neither  the  Federal, 

of  the  earth,   including  our  own,   have  piled  state  nor  county  governments  have  made  much 

upon    government    an    immense     number     of  progress    in    adopting    business-like    methods, 

undertakings  that  are  new  to  government.  but     in     the     government     of     municipalities 

Second.       Meanwhile    there    has    been    no  throughout  the  United  States  and  Canada  a 

remodeling   of    the   administrative   machinery  very  decided  change  has  taken  place  within 

itself,  notably  in  America,  to  take  advantage  the    last   ten   years.      Today   in   the   United 

of   the   lessons   of  business   experience.      We  States  one  hundred  and  eighty  municipalities 

have  revised   over   and   over  again    all     our  of  the  populations  of  200,000  and  less  are 

methods   of   doing  business   in   the   executive  operating  under  a  real  business  plan  of  gov- 
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ernment,  i.  e.,  the  City  Manager  form.  More 
than  3,100,000  citizens  are  living  today  in 
cities  and  towns  that  have  adopted  this  plan, 
and  this  number  is  growing  very  rapidly  with 
each  succeeding  year. 

What  is  the  City  Manager  form  of  gov- 
ernment? Much  has  been  written  concerning 
it,  but  the  great  majority  of  people  today 
have  not  the  least  conception  of  what  the 
plan  stands  for.  Municipal  government 
under  the  City  Manager  plan  consists  in  the 
adaptation  by  the  city  of  the  principles  of 
organization  as  applied  in  business  corpora- 
tions. The  voters  correspond  to  the  stock- 
holders, the  city  council  to  the  board  of 
directors,  and  the  city  manager  to  the  general 
manager  of  the  corporation.  As  in  the  busi- 
ness corporation,  the  manager  is  appointed  by 
the  council  or  board  of  directors  on  the  basis 
of  merit  for  an  indefinite  term,  and  he  may 
be  removed  at  any  time.  He  serves  as  the 
chief  administrative  officer,  appointing  and 
directing  his  subordinates.      He  also  acts  as 


advisor  with  the  privilege  of  proposing  meas- 
ures, but  he  has  no  vote. 

The  City  Manager  form  of  government 
differs  from  the  usual  Mayor  and  Council 
type  in  that  it  vests  the  authority  and  respon- 
sibility in  a  single  body.  It  provides  a  trained 
professional  executive  instead  of  an  untrained, 
amateur,  independent  executive.  It  differs 
from  the  Commission  form  of  government  in 
that  the  administrative  duties  are  concentrated 
in  a  single  appointive  head  rather  than  dis- 
tributed among  commissioners  who  are  not 
always  qualified  for  the  duties  imposed  upon 
them. 

The  City  Manager  form  of  govern- 
ment has  become  our  most  democratic  form 
of  city  government,  by  creating  a  governing 
board  in  which  any  representative  citizen 
may  serve  with  credit  and  without  technical 
qualifications  or  great  personal  sacrifice — 
the  board  always  sensitive  to  the  will  of  the 
people  since  they  invest  it  with  sole  power 
and  hold  it  responsible  for  results. 
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It  is  our  most  efficient  form  of  government 
because  it  permits  the  people's  representatives 
to  employ  trained  men  for  the  management 
of  the  ever  increasing  affairs  of  the  city  and 
the  working  out  of  technical  problems  of 
public  health,  welfare  and  happiness. 

Incidentally,  it  is  worth  while  stating  that 
in  the  ten  years  the  plan  has  been  in  opera- 
tion in  the  United  States,  no  city  has  reverted 
to  its  former  plan  of  government  after  having 
adopted  the  Manager  idea  by  vote  of  its  citi- 


zens.       The     City     of    Alameda    has    been 
operating  under  this  plan  since  May  1 ,  1917. 

In  California  today  there  are  fourteen 
cities  with  a  total  population  of  259,000 
with  City  Managers.  The  number  is  growing 
rapidly  and  with  the  general  adoption  of 
business-like  methods  in  the  efficient  conduct 
of  the  smallest  units,  i.  e.,  municipalities,  a 
long  step  will  have  been  taken  forward 
toward  more  business-like  methods  in  the 
larger  units — county,  state  and  nation. 
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A  FIFTY  MILLION   GIFT 

By  Luther  W.  Rood,  Editor  of  the  Alameda  Municipal  Journal. 


WHEN  the  city  of  Alameda,  prospective 
home  of  the  Pacific  Coast's  naval  base, 
recently  voted  the  United  States  gov- 
ernment permanent  title  to  5,340  acres  of 
tideland  property,  it  virtually  gave  to  the 
nation  a  waterfront  site  worth  not  less  than 
$50,000,000  in  po- 
tential value. 

This  gift  to  Amer- 
ica's one  hundred 
and  twenty  odd  mil- 
lion people  was  freely 
made  with  the  full 
knowledge  that  in  the 
event  of  its  accept- 
ance by  the  navy 
department,  no  taxes 
would  ever  accrue  to 
the  city  from  the  vast 
establishment  planned 
and  no  income  could 
ever  be  expected  aside  LUTHER  W.  Rood 
from  that  developing 
by  the  added  population  attracted  by  the  base. 

Approximately  the  Alameda  naval  base 
site,  recommended  by  two  commissions  of 
naval  experts  as  their  choice  of  all  Pacific 
Coast  locations  available,  consists  of  Ala- 
meda's entire  western  waterfront  from  a  point 
opposite  Alameda  Mole,  thence  southeast  to 
a  point  in  the  bay  off  the  eastern  end  of  Bay 
Farm  Island,  thence  northward  until  the 
boundary  reaches  the  southern  shore  of  the 
city  near  the  foot  of  Grand  street  and  along 
the  shore  to  the  place  of  beginning. 

Within  this  extended  area  of  waterfront, 
government  engineers  have  charted  water 
depths  reaching  22  feet  but  a  short  distance 
from  the  point  where  the  actual  dockage  and 
buildings  of  the  base  are  to  be  built,  directly 
south  of  Alameda  Mole. 

Alameda,  as  a  desirable  naval  base  site, 
was  pointed  out  to  Admiral  J.  M.  Helm, 
heading  a  navy  yard  commission  charged 
with  the  original  investigation  of  coast  loca- 
tions during  1916,  by  Captain  H.  L. 
DeMeritt  of  the  United  States  army  engi- 
neers,   a    man    who    for    35    years    has    been 


connected  with  government  activities  in  this 
district.  Subsequently  the  Helm  commis- 
sion recommended  the  Alameda  site  in  its 
report  to  Congress  and  later  this  was  supple- 
mented by  a  second  favorable  report  from  a 
board  of  naval  engineers  known  as  the 
"McKean  Reviewing  Board,"  of  which 
Admiral  McKean  was  chairman. 

Quite  naturally  there  arose  a  degree  of 
keen  rivalry  between  cities  over  the  location 
of  the  base,  promising  as  it  does  a  tremendous 
investment  of  moneys  and  subsequently  the 
permanent  employment  of  large  numbers  of 
men.  Due  to  this,  and  undaunted  over  the 
unqualified  recommendations  of  the  two 
expert  bodies,  pressure  was  brought  to  bear 
on  Congress  which  has  resulted  in  a  series  of 
additional  soundings  on  the  site  and  at  the 
present  time  the  Union  Construction  Com- 
pany of  Oakland  is  occupied  in  taking  22  of 
these  in  the  vicinity  of  Alameda  Mole. 
Engineers  acquainted  with  bay  floor  forma- 
tions have  openly  expressed  their  decided 
convictions,  however,  that  these  will  sub- 
stantiate the  original  tests  taken  by  the 
investigating  commission  and  that  when  the 
final  decision  is  made,  Alameda  will  continue 
to  remain  with  no  detracting  elements. 

Fifty-seven  test  piles  were  driven  and  nine 
borings  made  when  the  original  investigation 
was  under  way.  The  test  piles  were  driven 
down  all  the  way  from  nine  feet,  four  inches, 
to  seventy-two  feet,  one  inch.  The  nine-foot 
drive  developed  a  bearing  power  of  nineteen 
tons  and  the  seventy-two-foot  drive  of  sev- 
enteen and  one-half  tons.  These  very  satis- 
factory findings  fortify  engineers  in  their 
belief  that  the  ultimate  report,  after  all  is 
done  and  every  safeguard  taken,  will  con- 
clusively reveal  the  fitness  of  the  Alameda 
location. 

As  outlined  in  the  Helm  report  the  navy's 
plan  calls  for  a  Pacific  Coast  base  costing  the 
government  $51,000,000.  As  costs  since 
that  time  have  arisen  and  many  suggestions 
of  additional  needs  have  been  made,  the 
claim  now  is  that  not  less  than  $1  00,000,000 
will  be  expended  by  Uncle  Sam  before  the 
base  is  completed. 
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Undoubtedly  influencing  naval  men  in 
deciding  upon  Alameda  as  the  logical  site  is 
the  location  of  many  large  shipbuilding  plants 
and  well  equipped  machine  and  industrial 
firms  in  and  about  the  city.  In  Alameda  and 
Oakland  are  four  steel  and  four  wood  ship 
constructing  corporations  employing  at  full 
capacity  32,000  men.  The  Moore  Ship- 
building Company  of  Oakland,  situated  just 
opposite  the  site  of  the  base  on  the  north, 
possesses  a  drydock  of  20,000  tons  capacity, 
and  within  four  months  will  have  enlarged 
this  to  a  24,000-ton  capacity,  adequate  to 
care  for  almost  any  vessel  afloat.  Directly 
east  of  the  site  is  the  Bethlehem  Shipbuilding 
Corporation  plant  of  Alameda,  prepared  to 
assist  in  naval  base  work  in  almost  any  degree 
demanded.      Other  facilities  are: 

One  floating  drydock,  3,000  tons  capacity. 

One  marine  railway,  2,500  tons  capacity. 

One  marine  railway,  2,000  tons  capacity. 

One  marine  railway,   1 , 1  00  tons  capacity. 

Four  marine  railways,  4,000  tons  capacity 
each. 

Sixteen  machine  shops  with  600  employees. 

Five  sheet  metal  works,  400  employees. 

Six  copper  and  brass  works,  300  em- 
ployees. 

Six  internal  combustion  engine  plants, 
1 ,500  employees. 

Seven  electrical  working  plants,  1 00  em- 
ployees. 

Eight  iron  and  steel  plants  with  1,775 
employees. 

It  would  be  unpardonable  in  reviewing  the 
naval  base  situation  to  not  mention  the  part 
taken  by  the  Oakland  Chamber  of  Commerce 
in  furthering  the  plan  of  location  toward  a 
final  conclusion  for  Alameda.  Recently 
Joseph  Caine,  managing  director  of  that 
organization,  spent  several  weeks  in  Wash- 
ington in  behalf  of  Alameda,  interviewing 
naval  men  and  congressmen  in  an  endeavor 
to  induce  the  national  law-making  body  to 
appropriate  an  initial  sum  of  $10,000,000 
to  begin  naval  base  construction  in  San 
Francisco  Bay.  The  outcome  of  Mr.  Caine's 
labors  resulted  in  the  appointment  of  a 
congressional  commission  to  visit  the  coast  and 
view  the  site.  Preparations  are  being  made 
at  this  time  to  receive  these  officials,  their 
visit  scheduled  to  take  place  shortly  after 
the  November  elections.  This  commission 
will  be  composed  of  ten  men,  five  from  the 


House  and  an  equal  number  from  the  Senate 
committees  on  naval  affairs. 

Congress  agreed  during  Mr.  Caine's  visit 
that  upon  the  conclusions  of  this  commission 
would  the  location  of  the  naval  base  be  finally 
determined.  Such  the  case,  all  Eastbay 
cities  may  be  expected  to  provide  every  facil- 
ity to  the  coming  visitors  which  will  enable 
them  to  conveniently  and  comfortably  view 
the  ground  with  a  hope  of  impressing  the 
tremendous  advantages  of  the  Alameda 
location. 

Obviously  the  coming  of  a  naval  base  to 
Alameda  will  attract  the  location  of  many 
industrial  establishments  of  a  subsidiary 
nature  which  otherwise  might  be  years  in 
coming,  if  at  all.  This  great  influx  with  its 
attendant  demand  for  skilled  and  well  paid 
labor,  commercial  and  business  house  open- 
ings, markets  for  new  homes  and  the  accom- 
panying stabilization  due  to  the  assurance  of 
naval  establishment  permanence,  warrants 
visions  of  a  wonderful  future  for  the  Eastbay 
community. 

The  naval  base  alone,  in  full  operation, 
will  keep  engaged  the  services  of  not  less 
than  8,000  men  and  added  to  this  would  be 
the  great  number  of  those  necessary  to  man 
the  warships  and  myriad  of  crafts  composing 
the  proposed  Pacific  Fleet,  an  arm  of  the 
national  defense  which  many  make  bold  to 
assert  is  necessarily  destined  to  become  the 
largest  of  any  maintained  by  the  govern- 
ment of  the  United  States. 


NOISELESS    TRAFFIC 

"Frances,"  said  the  little  girl's  mamma, 
who  was  entertaining  in  the  parlor,  "you 
came  downstairs  so  noisily  that  you  could 
be  heard  all  over  the  house.  Now  go  back 
and  come  downstairs  like  a  lady." 

Frances  retired  and  after  a  few  moments 
re-entered  the  parlor. 

"Did  you  hear  me  come  downstairs  this 
time,  mamma?" 

"No,  dear,  I  am  glad  you  came  down 
quietly.  Now  don't  ever  let  me  have  to  tell 
you  again  not  to  come  down  noisily.  Now 
tell  these  ladies  how  you  managed  to  come 
down  like  a  lady  the  second  time  when  the 
first  time  you  made  so  much  noise." 

"The  last  time  I  slid  down  the  banister," 
explained  Frances. — Boston  Globe. 
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INDUSTRIAL  ALAMEDA 

By  E.  C.  SoULES,  Secretary,  Alameda  Chamber  of  Commerce. 


E.  C.  Soules 


UP  to  a  few  years  ago  practically  all  of 
the  Alameda  industries  were  old  estab- 
lished affairs  filling  with  content  a  minor 
part  in  the  world's  scheme  of  industry  and 
activity,  proceeding  along  well-grooved 
lines,  but  making  no  special  stir  in  the 
world.  Today  Ala- 
meda stands  on  the 
threshold  of  an  in- 
dustrial advancement 
which  will  no  doubt 
within  five  years 
bring  to  the  Encinal 
City  a  population 
double  that  of  today. 

When  the  Beth- 
lehem Shipbuilding 
Corporation  was  or- 
ganized they  had  a 
pay-roll  of  about 
300  men.  Today 
this  plant  has  4500 
men  on  its  pay-roll. 
This  is  a  fair  sample 
of  the  remarkable  industrial  development  in 
Alameda,  once  known  merely  as  an  ideal 
residence  city  and  famed  as  a  bathing  beach 
city.  Industrial  recognition  came  last  of  all, 
but  developed  so  rapidly  that  today,  like  all 
Eastbay  cities,  we  have  a  serious  housing 
problem.  The  industrial  development  has 
won  world-wide  notice  and  comment. 

With  the  rail,  the  water  and  the  land 
already  at  hand,  the  development  is  merely 
a  question  of  time.  The  naval  base  will 
attract  many  private  industrial  concerns.  It 
is  double  the  total  acreage  of  Alameda  city 
proper.  There  are  also  several  thousand 
acres  of  private  land  within  the  industrial 
districts  which  can  be  utilized  very  soon. 

The  present  combined  pay-rolls  of 
Alameda  plants  contain  between  8,000  and 
1  0,000  names,  certainly  a  splendid  industrial 
showing  for  a  city  of  29,000  population. 

Reclamation  Projects  Under  Way. 
The  reclamation  work  of  the  Oakland 
Water  Front  Co.  has  brought  into  the  indus- 
trial site  market  a  huge  acreage.  The 
Southern  Pacific  is  reclaiming  its  wonderfully 
valuable    strip    of    waterfront    reaching    from 


the  Webster  street  roadway  to  Alameda 
pier,  a  tract  so  valuable  that  $1500  an  acre 
per  year  rental  is  being  paid  for  four  acres 
of  this  strip.  The  Alaska  Packers'  Associa- 
tion is  steadily  reclaiming  and  improving 
recently  purchased  and  reclaimed  lands  of 
large  extent.  Over  on  Bay  Farm  Island  the 
E.  B.  &  A.  L.  Stone  Co.,  and  the  Alameda 
City  Land  Investment  Company  are  putting 
through  big  reclamation  projects  closely 
linked  to  the  general  trend  of  industrial 
development.  The  city  of  Alameda,  besides 
the  5,000-acre  naval  base  site,  owns  a 
portion  of  Government  Island  in  Oakland 
harbor,  where  the  concrete  shipyard  is  now 
located.  The  city  has  a  four-acre  tract  of 
reclaimed  land  in  San  Leandro  Bay,  and 
has  a  big  acreage  of  submerged  lands  on  the 
Alameda  side  of  the  Bay  Farm  Island  bridge. 

The  Southern  Pacific's  freight  tracks  are 
reinforced  with  a  municipal  belt  line,  which 
is  to  be  extended  as  development  demands. 
The  Alameda  bank  of  the  Tidal  Canal,  now 
fine  industrial  property,  with  the  Tidal  Canal 
to  the  north  and  rail  service  bordering  on 
the  south.  This  strip  was  opened  to  industry 
this  summer. 

The  Pacific  Coast  Borax  Co.  plant  in 
West  Alameda  has  occupied  additional  land, 
including  a  closed  street  end.  The  Barnes 
&  Tibbitts  shipyard,  the  Dow  plant,  the 
San  Francisco  Bridge  Co.  plant,  the 
Rolph  Shipyard  and  Coaling  plant,  the 
enlargements  of  the  Rhodes  &  Jamieson 
parent  concern  in  Alameda,  and  the  big 
changes  at  the  Alaska  Packers'  Association, 
are  all  significant  of  Alameda's  steady 
industrial  growth  the  last  few  years,  and  of 
a  more  rapid  growth  to  come  under  the 
impetus  born  of  after-war  conditions,  a  crying 
market  and  an  assured  profit. 

The  value  of  Alameda's  industrial  lands 
is  evidenced  by  the  keen  desire  of  several 
local  industrial  concerns  to  lease  city  tide- 
lands  adjoining  private  holdings.  These 
leases  comprise  the  Alameda  Bethlehem 
plant,  The  Alaska  Packers'  Association, 
Barnes  &  Tibbitts,  Captain  L.  A.  Peterson 
and  Rolph  holdings.  The  city  secures 
several  thousand  dollars  a  month  rental  from 
the  municipal  lands  now  under  lease. 
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The  Alameda  zoning  ordinance,  which  has 
served  as  the  model  for  numerous  similar 
ordinances  in  other  emulating  communities, 
affords  to  industry  ample  measure  of  pro- 
tection from  invasion  of  undesirable  concerns, 
and  even  of  bothersome  homes  within  the 
purely  industrial  confines.  The  zoning 
ordinance  likewise  protects  the  Alameda 
homes  from  industry. 

How  Industry  Promotes  Growth. 

How  industrial  plants  develop  a  community 
in  faster  ratio  than  any  other  growth  factor, 
is  strikingly  shown  in  the  banking  line.  The 
Alameda  banks  were  petitioned  for  years  to 
open  branches  in  the  West  End,  but  always 
maintained  that  such  branches  would  not  pay. 
Then  came  the  industrial  awakening  and 
now  there  are  two  branch  banks  on  Webster 
street,  each  housed  in  its  own  modern  prem- 
ises. The  Alameda  Municipal  Electric  Light 
plant,  in  the  days  of  cheap  fuel  oil,  made 
current  for  all  light  and  power  purposes,  with 
much  daytime  power  to  spare.  Then  came 
the  electric  energy  demands  of  the  Alameda 
Bethlehem  plant,  and  they  proved  to  be 
greater  than  the  total  capacity  of  the  Alameda 
municipal  plant.  Industrial  development 
caused  the  building  of  a  new  sub-station  on 
Webster  street  by  the  city  to  care  for  the 
increased  power  demands,  the  city  reselling 
at    a    profit    energy    purchased    from    a    big 


hydro-electric  plant,  because  modern  demands 
and  conditions  have  made  it  unprofitable  to 
longer  operate  the  municipal  plant.  This 
new  $70,000  sub-station  is  nearing  comple- 
tion. The  Neptune  Beach  management, 
catering  to  increased  demand,  has  just  com- 
pleted a  $70,000  movie  theater  of  tile 
construction.  The  improvements,  changes 
and  additional  investments  mentioned  in  this 
paragraph  were  not  made  through  local  pride 
or  on  faith.  They  were  betterments  long 
hoped  for,  but  never  realized  until  industrial 
Alameda  spoke  and  then  the  wording  changed 
from  a  petition  to  an  order. 

Alameda  Steamship  Line. 

When  Alaska  Packers  complete  their 
plans  for  warehousing  the  world's  greatest 
salmon  pack  in  Alameda,  and  for  operating 
a  line  of  steamships  between  Alameda  and 
United  Kingdom  ports,  this  city  will  make 
another  big  step  forward  along  the  trail  of 
commerce  and  modern  business.  The  steam- 
ship line  is  not  merely  a  scheme  on  paper. 
Arrangements  were  practically  completed 
when  the  outbreak  of  the  war  and  sinkings 
by  submarines  caused  delay.  One  steamship 
company  lost  30  ships  in  this  manner,  but  they 
are  rebuilding  new  ships  to  replace  those  lost. 
The  Alaska  Packers  have  a  fleet  of  eighty 
vessels  which  are  all  repaired  in  Alameda. 
A  million-dollar  acreage  has  been  recently 
acquired  by  the  Alaska  Packers. 


Alaska  Packers'   Association   Salmon   Fleet 

at  "fitting  out  dock,"  alameda,  california 
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THE   CHEATERS 

By  O.  B.  Server 


There  seems  to  be 
A  class  of  men, 
Who,  in  a  trance 
Or  something  else, 
Believe  they  see 
Within  their  reach 
The  "fruits"  they  crave 
From  "indus-tree," 
Which  can  be  picked 
By  reaching  up  and 
Pulling  down 
The  branch  to  ground, 
And  shaking  it, 
The  fruits  drop  off 
Into   their   hands, 
Which  have  not  toiled 
Or  even  sweat. 
And  these  same  men 
Are  those  who  howl 
From  early  morn 
Till  late  at  night 
About  the  man 
Whose  thrift  has  won 
For  him  and  his'n 
A  tidy  sum  for 
Rainy  days. 
And  in  our  midst 
Another  class 
Abides  with  us — 
The  class  who  have 
Their  time  to  sell 
For  so  much  per, 
But  when  the 
Zero  hour  is  nigh 
They  watch  the  clock 
With  furtive  eye, 
And  before  the 
Hand  is  on  the  dot 
They're  on  the  line 
To  punch  the  clock. 


But  in  the  morn, 

And  after  lunch, 

No  special  run 

Is  made  to  punch 

The  clock  on  time. 

A  pity  'tis, 

Though  very  true, 

Full  measure  for  a 

Stated  wage  is  quite 

Unheard  of  in  this 

Day  and  age — 

Yet  wonder  we 

Why  costs  are  high ! 

The  factory  man 

Who  pays  the  wage 

Fails  in  product 

Of  former  years, 

So  he  must  do 

The  obvious  thing 

To  avoid  the  loss. 

Hence  charges  to  the 

Making  cost  this 

Non-productive  time — 

And  you  and  me 

Must  pay  the  price. 

Why  not  teach  men 

Who  work  with  hands 

And  those  who 

Work  their  ears 

For  faint  sound  of 

Whistle,  shrill, 

Which  tells  the  quitting  time, 

That  we  must  give 

"Full  weight"  of  time 

For  every  dollar  taken 

If  we  would  have 

Our  dollars  "full"* 

In  our  own  sweet 

"Buy"  and  "buy." 
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By  William  Aichbee 


Experience  is  a  dead  loss  if  you  cannot 
sell  it  for  more  than  it  cost. 

This  year  and  three-quarters  of  peace 
has  made  some  of  us  long  for  war. 

Dirt  is  most  anything  out  of  place.  For 
instance,  molasses  on  a  boy's  face. 

It  is  easier  to  squeeze  than  it  is  to  "swell" 
into  a  bigger  job  than  you  have  now. 

Isn't  it  about  time  for  the  pacific  majorities 
to  lay  hands  on  the  violent  minorities? 

A  "bobbed"  head  does  not  signify  youth 
any  more  than  a  short  skirt  does — not. 

A  "tight"  nut  on  an  auto  will  cause  lots 
of  trouble  if  it  happens  to  be  at  the  wheel. 

Stepping  on  the  gas  instead  of  the  brake 
usually  calls  for  the  coroner  to  "undertake." 

Wine-grape  growers  are  still  "raisin'' 
grapes  in  spite  of  prohibition.  Vino,  vidi, 
vici! 

De  la  Huerta  says  the  Governor  of  Lower 
California  can't  fight,  but  the  Governor  says 
yes,  he  Cantu. 

The  average  purchaser  hates  to  be 
"stung,"  whether  he  buys  merchandise,  food 
or  a  clerk's  time. 

It  would  be  good  advertising  if  a  yacht 
named  "Emjaybee"  should  sail  next  time 
against  Lipton's  Tea. 

A  ten-kid  Alameda  family  by  name  of 
Fish  all  attend  the  "schools,"  but  none  can 
swim.      Queer  fish,  eh? 

Motion  means  money  to  your  firm  and  to 
you — if  it's  not  false — and  is  most  always 
followed  by  "pro-motion." 

Newspaper  heading  reads:  "Recon- 
struction period  is  just  beginning."  Holy 
smoke!      When  will  it  end? 


You  can  most  always  tell  a  man  who  has 
lived  in  Ohio  up  to  his  fiftieth  year.  He's 
generally  "hi"  in  the  middle. 

It's  about  at  the  age  of  forty  that  a  man 
knows  that  he  didn't  know  what  he  thought 
he  knew  at  twenty.      Yes,  yes. 

It's  a  dead  mortal  cinch  that  the  next 
President  will  hail  from  Ohio,  says  a  prophet. 
Well,  we  won't  Parley  about  it. 

We  all  possess  six  good  cylinders.  If 
some  one  would  just  clean  out  the  carbon 
we  might  be  hitting  on  all  of  them. 

When  Alameda  gets  her  Naval  Base, 
Oakland  and  Berkeley  will  join  her  with 
a  tenor  and  a  baritone.      Some  trio! 

Pedestrian  insurance  wouldn't  be  out  of 
place  these  auto  days.  A  fellow  could  get 
hurt  enough  to  buy  his  clothing,  anyway. 

It  is  so  much  healthier  to  be  cremated, 
scientists  say,  besides,  in  a  good  wind,  if 
exposed,  you  can  be  blown  much  farther. 

The  law  of  gravitation  seems  to  affect 
ideas  as  well  as  solids.  You'll  never  "make 
the  grade"  if  you  have  an  idea  that  you  can't. 

In  England  a  "fruiterer"  is  a  person  who 
raises  the  fruit.  In  this  country  he's  a  person 
who  raises  the  price,  which  bears  "fruit." 

The  real  sensible  office  girl  will  leave  her 
glad  rags  at  home,  rather  than  demonstrate 
to  the  boss  that  she  puts  all  she  earns  on 
her  back. 

There  are  a  great  variety  of  nuts  now- 
adays. F'rinstance,  walnuts,  Hazel's  best 
fellow,  and  the  kind  that  drive  on  the  left 
side  of  the  road. 

There  are  many  "domestic  appliances"  on 
the  market  now,  but  nothing  has  bobbed  up 
yet  in  the  shape  of  a  "soft  pedal"  for  do- 
mestic difficulties. 
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Millionaires  tell  us  that  saving  is  easy  after 
you  get  the  first  thousand.  Then  for 
heaving's  sake,  won't  somebody  please  put 
up  to  that  "easy"  period? 

The  "Textile  World  Journal"  heads  an 
article  "What  is  a  fast  dye?"  Next  to  get- 
ting shot  through  the  heart,  galloping  con- 
sumption is  a  fairly  fast  die. 

Los  Angeles  need  not  be  frightened. 
Japan  experienced  8300  earthquakes  in  seven 
years,  from  1885  to  1892,  which  accounts 
for  the  Japs  walking  "that  way." 

You  can  teach  an  I.  W.  W.  what  loyalty 
means  to  this  country  as  easy  as  you  can 
stretch  an  ant's  mouth  over  a  washtub  or  nail 
molasses  to  a  wall. 

Alameda,  Berkeley  and  Oakland  may  not 
merge  into  the  City  and  County  of  Calameda, 
but  they  will  continue  to  be  friends  and  drink 
out  of  the  same  old  pipe  line. 

A  suitable  statue  for  Villa  after  his  death 
would  be  a  colossal  figure  of  the  grinning 
ape,  mounted  on  a  coyote,  with  a  pile  of 
bleached  bones  for  a  pedestal. 

Some  men  expect  the  position  they  hold  to 
make  them  big.  Others  expect  to  make  what- 
ever position  they  hold  big.  After  all,  no 
man  is  bigger  than  the  job  he  holds. 

We  envy  the  dead  dog,  carefully  buried 
by  his  owner,  who  placed  a  board  at  the 
head  of  the  grave  with  this  inscription: 
"Born  a  dog,  lived  a  hero,  died  beloved." 

What  kind  of  "pipe"  do  they  make  in 
Weaverville — that  up-state  town  recently 
visited  by  the  "Trinity?"  How  about  it, 
John  Buyer?      Are  there  any  weevils  there? 

With  an  automobile  for  every  seven  per- 
sons in  California,  it  would  be  safe  for  all 
to  go  for  a  ride  at  once,  if  the  census  in- 
cluded the  housebreakers  and  porch  climbers. 

Our  Purchasing  Agent  tells  about  a  fishing 
trip  and  what  "big  fish  they  were."  He 
says  he  "never  saw  such  a  fish."  Maybe 
he's  telling  the  truth — -he  never  saw  the  fish. 

A  New  York  Silk  Shirt  Inspector  reports 
that  ninety-dollar  silk  shirts  have  been  reduced 
to  twenty-five  recently.  When  they  drop  to 
two-fifty,  we'll  get  one  to  wear  on  Sundays. 


"Peaches  have  an  unmatched  flavor  all 
their  own,"  reads  an  advertisement.  Sure 
they  have — after  a  bath  and  a  sprinkling  of 
violet  water,  impartially  distributed. 

Prince  Carol,  "heir  apparent"  to  the 
Roumanian  throne,  who  visited  the  East  Bay 
cities  recently,  was  discovered  to  be  getting 
bald.  Later  on  there  may  be  no  "hair 
apparent." 

Geo.  A.  McKean,  our  Alameda  corre- 
spondent, says:  "Our  city  manager  is  not 
allowing  grass  to  grow  under  his  feet."  Fair 
enough,  but  let  him  keep  off  the  lawn,  then, 
because  bare  spots  look  bad. 

Rejoicing  over  a  new  baby  which  would 
reduce  his  income  tax  next  year,  our  friend 
experienced  a  new  sensation  as  he  walked 
the  carpet  in  his  bare  feet,  which  felt  like 
more  income  tacks. 

"Sink  without  trace"  was  the  order  given 
on  a  Japanese  liner  coming  in  the  harbor  last 
week,  when  Federal  officials  boarded  the  ship 
in  search  of  liquor.  Too  bad  the  fish  can't 
use  a  corkscrew. 

Hello,  Richmond!  Tell  Miss  Farnocchia, 
the  young  lady  who  was  disappointed  because 
she  did  not  see  the  moon  "come  up  over  the 
lake"  last  May,  that  the  moon  was  "full" 
that  night  and  did  not  dare  venture  crossing 
the  water. 

Berkeley  might  have  a  Police  Chief  who  is 
2d  to  0,  but  Alameda  has  a  Fire  Chief  2d 
to  00.  He  just  takes  flaming  buildings 
down  to  the  beach  and  "ducks  'em  under." 
Yes,  siree!  Come  on,  Richmond,  what  have 
you  got  in  the  way  of  advertisements? 

Hello,  Jack  Moffitt  of  the  Corporation 
Yard!  How's  the  little  "Chewy"  'nevery- 
thing?  Do  y'understand  all  the  machinery 
above  the  cushions  yet?  If  your  windshield 
leaks,  Jack,  don't  let  it  "pane"  you — just 
phone  us  and  we'll  be  there  with  a  glass 
patch. 

There  are  two  kinds  of  "Emergency 
Licenses."  One  is  a  yellow  thing  to  paste  on 
your  windshield,  issued  by  the  State  Motor 
Vehicle  Department,  and  the  other  is  a  white 
one,  issued  by  a  deputy  county  clerk  after 
office  hours,  permitting  two  impatient  things 
to  travel  the  matrimonial  highway — but  some- 
times they  run  off  the  bank  when  both  try  to 
steer. 
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MAKE  GOOD! 

NOTHING  is  required  to  maintain  prosper- 
ity for  the  people  of  the  United  States 
but  common  sense  and  the  practice  of 
the  old  virtues,  industry,  self-restraint,  prudent 
forethought  and  a  spirit  of  co-operation  among 
ourselves. 

We  must  make  every  minute  count — the 
time  we  spend  unwisely  during  our  working 
hours  is  a  serious  economic  loss.  We  must 
heed  the  warning  that  the  world  has  got  to 
work  harder  and  produce  more.  We  are 
not  taking  this  seriously  and  until  we  do  we 
cannot  come  out  of  our  present  difficulties. 
Perhaps  when  we  loaf  on  the  company's  time 
day  after  day  we  do  not  realize  the  waste 
and  what  it  would  mean  if  all  the  employees 
would  do  likewise. 


The  whole  world  must  begin  to  economize, 
to  accumulate  and  to  work  efficiently. 
Whatever  relief  is  to  be  obtained  must  come 
from  an  increase  in  the  volume  of  supply, 
temperance  and  discipline  in  consumption 
and  a  diminution  of  buying  on  credit. 

There  is  plenty  of  work  for  all  of  us  to 
do.  If  every  last  one  of  us  pitches  in  we 
will  soon  discover  that  the  only  worth  while 
and  lasting  happiness  comes  in  work  well 
done.  Love  your  work  for  work's  sake.  It 
is  the  surest  way  to  contentment  and  pros- 
perity. Don't  shirk.  Do  your  share  and  a 
little  more.  Be  honest  with  yourself.  If 
things  are  wrong,  let  us  admit  that  our  per- 
sonal mistakes  and  neglects  have  helped  to 
make  them  wrong. 

We  are  today  living  in  the  greatest  coun- 
try the  world  has  ever  seen — the  greatest 
country  on  earth — the  only  country  worth 
while — the  country  where  you  are  absolutely 
free  to  go  and  come  as  you  will. 


HEALTH    AND    SANITY 

Perfect  health  of  mind  and  body  are  both 
exceedingly  rare.  Not  one  "civilized"  per- 
son out  of  ten  thousand  is  perfectly  healthy. 
Not  one  civilized  person  out  of  ten  thousand 
is  perfectly  sane.  That  is  to  say,  absolutely 
level-headed  in  all  respects,  not  attaching 
undue  importance  to  his  own  hobby,  and  with 
no  prejudices  against  new  ideas,  able  to 
appreciate  the  other  side  of  the  question  and 
to  change  his  ideas  when  he  is  convinced  that 
he  is  wrong. 

Sanity  has  been  defined  as  "the  ability  to 
accommodate  oneself  to  one's  environment." 
Not  a  bad  definition.  Those  who  decry  the 
manners  and  customs  of  other  races  or  people, 
merely  because  they  are  different  from  their 
own,  are  not  entirely  sane. 


THOSE  WHITE  UNIFORMS 

"We  had  to  stop  our  little  girl  answering 
the  front  door  calls." 

"Why?" 

"The  other  day  when  Ensign  Jones  came 
to  call  on  our  eldest  daughter  he  was  dressed 
in  his  white  uniform,  and  when  the  little  one 
opened  the  door  and  saw  him  she  immediately 
called  upstairs:  "Ma,  how  much  bread  do 
you  want  today?" — Detroit  Free  Press. 
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A  TRIBUTE  TO  A  POPULAR  EMPLOYEE 

By  the  ENGINEERING  DEPARTMENT. 


THOUSANDS  and  thousands  of  people 
who  heretofore  paid  their  water  bills  to 
the  collectors  are  now  paying  at  the 
Oakland  Business  Office.  The  crowd  is  so 
great  that  it  is  hard  to  preserve  order.  Some 
claimed  that  total  strangers  had  paid  their 
bills  for  them  just  for  the  chance  to  get  to  the 
counter.  One  man  paid  his  bill  four  times 
over  and  then  was  mad  because  he  had  to 
get  out  of  line.  If  you  want  to  know  why 
just  take  a  look  at  who  is  at  the  front  counter. 


I  flH  «r-*o  f~\f(S  J: 
i      MOMfcyMOOS 
FlJSTME    SOUTHERN 

|F'«RTofi    *" 


"Yes,  It's  Bobbie." 

BUBBLES  was  arranging  a  voting  contest 
for  the  most  beautiful  girl,  but  now  she's 
married  and  it  will  have  to  be  changed  to  the 
most  beautiful  married  woman  contest. 

"YES,  IT'S  BOBBIE." 

One  of  our  young  men  has  been  in  the 
habit  of  waiting  at  a  certain  corner  in  the 
morning  and  bringing  a  certain  young  lady 
to  work.  One  morning  he  waited  till  eleven 
o'clock  in  vain.  He  showed  up  at  the  office 
late  with  the  excuse  that  he  had  a  puncture. 

The  young  lady  was  on  the  job  when  he 
arrived.  She  had  been  married  the  evening 
before  and  changed  her  residence  so  she  was 
no  longer  on  the  route.  However,  the  young 
man  took  her  to  her  new  home  that  evening 
with  a  bus  load  of  bread,  potatoes,  cabbage, 
beans,  peas,  spinach,  rutabagas,  hamburg 
steak,  limburger  cheese,  etc.,  for  the  new 
family  menage,  and  was  offered  a  two-bit  tip 
by  the  proud  and  happy  husband. 

Ordinarily,  taking  up  collections  for  any- 
thing is  a  thankless  job,  but  recently  a  collec- 


tion was  taken  for  the  purpose  of  purchasing 
a  wedding  present  for  our  most  popular  young 
lady.  The  collectors  did  not  have  to  ask 
for  anything,  as  there  was  a  general  rush  to 
see  who  could  get  there  first.  Some  had  to 
be  restrained  instead  of  encouraged  in  order 
to  avoid  jealousy  as  it  was  decided  that  all 
should  give  an  equal  amount. 

"Yes,  It's  Bobbie." 


THOSE    WEDDING   BELLS. 

Those  wedding  bells,  those  wedding  bells, 
What  varied  tales  their  music  tells. 

Some  with  hope  their  music  fills, 
And  some  with  fear  of  paying  bills. 

They  ring  of  brides  both  warm  and  cold, 
Some  are  given,  some  are  sold. 

They  ring  for  youth,  they  ring  for  age, 
They  ring  for  freedom ;  or  a  cage. 

Some  ring  of  work  and  some  of  play, 
Some  ring  again  another  day. 

No  doubt  they  always  do  their  best, 
To  make  the  happy  union  blest. 

For  some   the  wedding  bells  are  tollin', 

For  some  they're— DOLAN— DOLAN— DOLAN. 

"YES,  IT'S  BOBBIE." 


Last  night  I  held  a  little  hand, 

So  dainty  and  so  neat; 
I  thought  my  heart  would  surely  break 

So  wildly  did  it  beat. 
No  other  hand  unto  my  soul 

Could  greater  gladness  bring, 
Than  that  I  held  last  night 

Four  aces  and  a  king. 


"Was  that  a  new  girl  I  saw  you  with  last 
night?" 

"Nope;  just  the  old  one  painted  over." 


used  to  think  I  knew  I  knew, 
But  now,  I  must  confess, 
The  more  I  know  I  know  I  know 
I  know  I  know  the  less. 

— Santa  Fe  Magazine. 
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"BUBBLES"  from  OUR 
CORRESPONDENTS 


OAKLAND  •  BERKELEY 
ALAMEDA  •  RICHMOND 
CORPORATION  YARD 


J.    P.    FlEBERLING 
Correspondent 


OAKLAND    DIVISION 

GENERAL  Offices — Cashier  Till  met 
with  an  accident  while  returning  home 
from  work  the  other  day.  A  Ford 
kicked  him  and  he  is  now  nursing  a  com- 
pound fracture  of  the  wrist.  We  are  indeed 
very  sorry,  but  we  hope  Fred  kicked  the 
thing  good  and  hard. 
No  use  letting  the  Ford 
escape  unhurt. 

Purchasing  Agent 
Hunter  spent  his  vaca- 
tion at  Harbin  Springs 
in  Lake  County  hunt- 
ing deer  and  he  insists 
that  the  spelling  is  cor- 
rect. 

Miss  Grace  Blake 
has  just  returned  from 
a  two  weeks'  outing  at 
Tahoe.  Why  does 
she  go  to  the  same 
place  every  year? 

Messrs.  Hawley  and  Magerstadt  are 
spending  a  month  in  the  sunny  south,  destina- 
tion unknown,  but  they  stated  that  they  would 
put  their  footsies  on  a  brass  rail  before  their 
return. 

Ike  Ogden  spent  a  month  camping  in  the 
woods  with  his  family  and  reported  a  fine 
time.  This  sort  of  thing  is  all  right  for  the 
married  ones,  but  the  rest  of  us  like  the 
bright  lights. 

Mr.  Till  is  a  considerate  sort  of  a  person. 
He  waited  until  Miss  Brodie  returned  from 
her  vacation  before  he  got  fresh  with  the 
Ford. 

We  regret  to  state  that  our  Chief  Account- 
ant, Mr.  F.  M.  Smith,  has  deserted  us  after 
four  years  continuous  service.  Mr.  Smith 
made  an  audit  of  the  books  of  the  company 
in  1916  and  in  the  rearrangement  of  the 
work  he  was  retained  permanently.  He  had 
worked  hard  for  four  years  to  get  on  the 
"Preferred"  list  and  ranked  third,  Mr. 
Marks  and  Mr.  Blote  ranking  higher.  We 
will  all  miss  "F.  M.,"  as  he  is  a  good  scout 


to  have  around,  and  we  wish  him  every 
success  possible  in  his  new  field  of  endeavor. 
Mr.  Smith  is  now  in  the  garage  business  in 
Berkeley. 

Mr.  E.  A.  Rawitzer  is  our  new  Chief 
Accountant  and  we  hope  he  will  like  the 
work  and  us.  Mr.  Rawitzer  could  not  wait 
for  us  to  get  into  the  war  and  he  joined  the 
Canadian  army  in  1915  and  was  assigned 
to  the  Princess  Pat  regiment.  He  left 
Canada  with  thousands  of  others,  and  out 
of  the  entire  division  there  are  only  1  7  living, 
and  2  officers  out  of  a  total  of  137.  He 
was  wounded  a  number  of  times  and  we 
could  have  a  nice  regular  story  if  he  would 
say  something,  but  he  gets  all  fussed  up 
when  we  ask  him,  so  at  his  request  we  will 
say  no  more  about  it.  Mr.  Rawitzer  is  a 
graduate  of  Cornell.  We  welcome  him  to 
our  family  circle. 


Advertisement. 

BUY  a  pair  of  Curtin's  Anti-Vamp  Shields. 
These  shields  are  guaranteed  to  protect 
even  the  most  susceptible.  They  are  painted 
to  resemble  the  human  eye  and  are  fitted 
behind  a  pair  of  spectacles.  When  properly 
adjusted  the  Vamp  thinks  you  are  looking  her 
in  the  eye,  while  you  are  secretly  looking  at 
her  feet  and  are  thus  out  of  danger. 

Also  Curtin's  Anti-Vamp  Ear  Plugs.  If 
you  think  you  are  in  danger  of  being  Vamped 
by  a  seductive  voice  get  a  pair  of  these  Ear 
Plugs.  Made  of  fumigated  Champagne  corks 
pierced  with  quill  toothpicks.  Guaranteed  to 
make  the  most  melodious  voice  sound  like  a 
fog  horn.  Every  man  owes  it  to  his  family  to 
protect   himself   from  Vamps. 

ADJUSTED  FREE  OF  CHARGE. 


Oakland  Business  Office — The 
vacation  season  is  practically  over.  We  are 
resuming  normal  and  settling  down  in  regular 
form  for  a  time.  Many  of  the  employees  in 
taking  advantage  of  their  vacation  privilege 
visited  well-known  points  of  interest  in  the 
State.  The  Yosemite  Valley  seemed  to  be 
the  chief  attraction,  with  Los  Angeles  running 
a  close  second.     Many  of  them  took  pictures 
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of  the  beautiful  places  and  things  they  saw 
and  we  believe  these  views  will  enable  them 
all  to  live  over  again,  during  the  coming 
winter  months,  the  pleasant  times  they  had. 

Mrs.  Roberta  Dolan,  nee  Murdock,  wishes 
to  express,  through  these  columns,  her  sincere 
thanks  to  the  employees  of  the  East  Bay 
Water  Company  for  the  beautiful  wedding 
gift  presented  to  her  recently. 

Miss  Jewel  Cassma  and  Miss  Helen  Falvey 
are  new  members  of  our  office  force.  They 
take  the  places  made  vacant  by  the  resigna- 
tions of  Miss  Naomi  Higgins  and  Miss  Ann 
Norling. 

Mrs.  Ruth  Charles,  who  was  away  on  a 
month's  leave  of  absence  on  account  of  the 
serious  illness  of  her  mother,  has  returned 
to  her  desk  and  reports  that  her  mother  is 
now  in  much  better  health. 

Miss  Margaret  Pollard's  mother  passed 
away  last  week.  She  had  been  ailing  for 
some  time.  The  office  force  extends  deepest 
sympathy  to  Miss  Pollard  and  the  family 
during  these,  their  sad  hours  of  bereavement. 

Our  new  office  furniture  is  about  all  in 
place  now  and  the  arrangement  of  desks, 
tables  and  file  cases  gives  the  office  a  business- 
like air.  A  decorator  and  designer  has  sur- 
veyed the  lobby  with  a  view  of  adding  some- 
thing to  the  floor  and  walls  that  will  result  in 
a  more  artistic  effect. 

Shorty  Wyman,  custodian  of  supplies,  is 
gradually  getting  the  stock  in  shape  in  his 
department.  A  little  more  new  shelving  is 
to  be  added. 

Collector  Drinkwater  spent  his  vacation 
with  his  old  friend,  Pop  McCray,  at  Clover- 
dale.  He  says  that  he  had  a  great  time  and 
met  many  of  the  old  bunch  while  there. 

There  have  been  several  swimming 
parties  held  at  the  Piedmont  baths  lately  and 
it  is  surprising  to  note  how  many  good  swim- 
mers there  are  among  the  girls.  Miss  Cooper 
and  Miss  Farrell  are  quite  competent  as 
mermaids  and  are  developing  some  speed 
and  grace  in  the  water.  Mrs.  Forkey  and 
Mrs.  Lahr  are  showing  some  talent  and  if 
they  persist  in  their  efforts  will  soon  be  accom- 
plished artists.  Max  Carash  is  a  whale  of 
a  swimmer  and  if  he  keeps  up  the  pace  will 
probably  be  a  contender  in  the  next  Olympian 
contest.  When  Max  takes  to  the  water 
there  is  some  disturbance  and  the  ripples  on 
the  surface  become  wild  and  angry.      Ralph 


Boyd  has  been  appointed  class  instructor,  so 
if  there  are  any  who  would  like  to  join  the 
water  sports,  kindly  get  in  touch  with  him 
and  he  will  advise  as  to  meeting  nights,  etc. 

Morris  Blum,  a  former  employee  of  this 
company,  called  on  us  the  other  day.  He  is 
conducting  a  business  of  his  own  at  Fresno 
and  has  been  taking  a  vacation  during  the 
hot  weather.  He  motored  through  the 
southern  part  of  the  state  and  while  in  Los 
Angeles  called  on  Billy  Gimmell,  also  an 
ex-member  of  our  company.  Bill  is  as  fine 
as  a  peacock  and  sends  his  regards  to  all  his 
old  pals  and  associates. 

Collector  Joy  substituted  in  the  downtown 
district  while  "Drinky"  was  away.  Thad 
says,  "Give  me  the  rural  life  any  time  in 
preference  to  gay  Broadway." 

Collector  Burbank  was  quite  ill  for  sev- 
eral days,  but  we  are  glad  to  say  he  has 
fully  recovered  and  is  back  on  the  job  again. 

Tevis  Crafts  has  just  returned  to  us  after 
a  month's  absence.  He  was  on  his  vacation 
for  two  weeks  and  upon  his  return  took  charge 
of  the  Alameda  office  while  Manager 
McKean  was  enjoying  his  annual  leave. 

The  little  bird  still  persists  in  telling  us 
that  Miss  Sparrow  is  on  the  matrimonial 
toboggan.  We  have  interviewed  her  and 
while  she  denies  it,  her  denial  is  not  a  very 
strenuous  one. 

Estelle  Lawrence  will  soon  return  from 
Los  Angeles.  We  understand  that  a  young 
man  of  that  locality  is  also  going  to  change 
his  mailing  address  to  "My  City  Oakland." 
How  about  it,  Estelle? 

W.  J.  Dutton,  foreman  of  the  meter  read- 
ers, was  recently  loaned  to  our  neighbor  city 
Pittsburg  to  teach  'em  how  to  read  the  meter 
dials  in  that  thriving  little  burg. 

Joe  Telles,  late  night  clerk,  is  preparing 
to  become  a  famous  lawyer.  He  comes  and 
goes  with  Blackstone  under  his  arm  and 
occasionally  is  seen  strolling  in  the  parks, 
reading  and  absorbing  as  he  strolls. 

"Billy"  Gillen,  our  night  telephone  op- 
erator and  caretaker,  has  been  away  taking 
the  rest  cure.  "Billy"  says  the  doctor  told 
him  there  was  not  enough  iron  in  his  blood 
so  he  has  been  drinking  a  good  deal  of 
"Extract  of  boiler  plate."  While  Billy  was 
away  Chester  R.  Howlett  plugged  the 
exchange  board  and  made  the  rounds  hourly 
through  the  big  building. 
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Central  Billing  Bureau — We  have 

been  trying  to  figure  out  why  Miss  Mulholland 
spent  her  vacation  at  home.  There  must  be 
"a  nigger  in  the  woodpile."  We  noticed 
her  comfortably  at  home  in  a  big  touring  car. 

Miss  Sylvia  states  emphatically  that  she 
spent  1  4  long  days  slumbering  in  the  remote 
solitude  at  San  Pablo  Dam.    BUT  did  she? 

Miss  Cooper  is  reflecting  a  perpetual  smile 
since  her  vacation  at  Yosemite.  Was  it  the 
grandeur  of  the  scenery  that  has  made  the 
change  or  is  it  the  new  car? 

Miss  Huber  is  a  new  arrival  in  the  Exten- 
sion Department,  and  also  in  our  city.  She 
comes  from  Portland,  Virginia,  and  we  hope 
she  will  like  us  and  our  home  town. 

Miss  La  Grange  is  filling  the  vacancy  left 
by  Mrs.  McPherson  (nee  Higgins),  who 
resigned  to  take  a  position  with  the  Wells 
Fargo  National  Bank  in  San  Francisco. 

Miss  Mundell  had  her  hair  all  dolled  up 
by  a  local  hairdresser  the  other  evening.  Did 
she  open  up  and  tell  any  of  us  curious  ones 
where  she  was  going?      I  shud  shay  not. 

Miss  Ryan  believes  in  burning  the  mid- 
night oil  in  order  to  climb  the  success  ladder. 
She  has  finished  the  comptometer  course  and 
is  now  trying  to  learn  the  "hunt  and  peck" 
system. 

Mr.  Robert  S.  Coffman  is  a  new  comer 
in  the  addressograph  department.  He  has 
already  become  quite  proficient  in  operating 
the  graphotype  machine. 

If  we  were  to  tell  you  that  one  person 
during  a  month  made  280,000  prints,  each 
print  consisting  of  an  account  number,  a 
name,  an  address,  a  town  and  two  monthly 
dates,  you  would  hardly  believe  it. 

With  our  new  electric  addressograph 
machine  and  one  skilled  operator  this  can 
be  accomplished. 

Miss  Sylvia  handles  this  work  and  dis- 
patches it  in  a  very  efficient  manner.  She 
is  familiar  with  the  complicated  devices  of 
the  machine  and  arranges  69,000  addresso- 
graph plates  in  a  systematic  manner.  This 
represents  all  of  our  accounts  in  the  Eastbay 
cities. 

The  handling  of  these  accounts  necessarily 
involves  thousands  of  corrections  during  the 
month.  Mrs.  Forkey,  our  graphotype 
operator,  keeps  this  work  up  to  date  and  in 
advance  of  the  printing.  This  work  also 
requires  close  application. 


CORPORATION    YARD 

GUIDED  by  the  supposition  that  through 
a  man's  stomach  is  the  way  to  his  heart, 
two  large  thermos  bottles  were  purchased 
for  the  use  of  our  Construction  crew  while  on 
special  night  work.  Hot  coffee  and  good 
sandwiches  seem  to  play  a  great  part  in  the 
accomplishment  of  more  work. 

"Berkeley  Dick" 
Holroyd  narrowly  es- 
caped death  recently 
when  a  train  crept  up 
behind  his  machine 
and  pushed  him  off 
the  track.  We  are 
glad  to  report  that 
"Dick"  escaped  with  a 
few  minor  scratches. 

What  do  you  know 
about  it?  "Pop" 
Walter  Anderson,  our 
Blacksmith,  1  s  a 
"Granpop"    now.     A 


Marilla  M. 
Williams 

Correspondent 


bouncing  baby  boy 
was  born  to  his  daugh- 
ter on  August  1  3th. 
C.  Schafer  has  been  assigned  to  the  posi- 
tion of  night  watchman  made  vacant  by  the 
resignation  of  C.  Neely.  We  feel  sure  that 
everything  is  well  guarded  when  "Charlie" 
is  on  the  job. 

Myron  Axx  is  a  new  addition  to  the 
Machine  Shop  force. 

Mr.  Farrell  reports  that  he  and  his  family 
spent  a  very  enjoyable  vacation  at  Harbin 
Hot  Springs,  Lake  County.  From  all 
appearances  "Lou"  looks  as  though  he  had 
one  good  time  catching  up  on  sleep,  eating, 
etc. 
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Verda  Williams  reports  having  spent  a 
wild  and  woolly  vacation  riding  bucking 
bronchos    in   the   Sierra    Nevada    Mountains. 

"Bill"  Johnson  took  a  day  off  recently 
to  journey  to  Concord  to  see  his  son  take 
the  matrimonial  vow.  "Bill"  says  she  is 
some  girl. 

Jack  Zimmerman  has  been  plowing  with 
the  tractor  on  the  big  23rd  Avenue  job. 
You  ought  to  see  Jack  and  the  tractor  make 
the   clods    fly. 

Foreman  Ed  McKinney  and  our  Black- 
smith, Walter  Anderson,  spent  an  enjoyable 
two  weeks'  vacation  in  Mendocino  County. 
"Walt"  tells  us  of  one  of  their  hair-raising 
experiences  while  they  were  deer  hunting. 
"Mac"  went  on  ahead  of  the  party  and 
discovered  some  footprints  that  he  claimed 
were  those  of  a  bear.  He  immediately  began 
to  follow  them  up,  and  it  wasn't  long  before 
he  heard  the  fierce  growl  of  his  victim. 
"Mac"  kept  on  advancing  toward  the  beast 
until  all  of  a  sudden  it  turned  back  on  him. 
The  brush  being  very  thick  poor  "Mac" 
couldn't  judge  just  how  closely  he  was 
pursued,  but  he  kept  on  running  in  the 
direction  of  the  camp  and  calling  to  "Walter" 
for  help,  as  he  had  no  gun.  By  this  time 
"Mac"  was  running  down  the  road  at  a 
great  rate  of  speed  with  the  beast  nearly  on 
him,  not  being  able  to  distinguish  the  animal 
on  account  of  his  own  dust.  Finally  he 
reached  "Walter"  and  they  hid  behind  a 
stump,  waiting  for  the  bear  to  approach  so 
that  they  might  attack  him.  After  waiting 
for  a  few  seconds  a  big  black  cow  passed. 
Well,  "Mac"  found  out  how  fast  he  could 
run,   even  if  nothing  else  was  accomplished. 

The  Construction  and  Yard  forces  have 
taken  steps  toward  forming  a  Benevolent 
Society.  This  is  for  the  benefit  of  those  men 
paid  by  the  day  in  case  of  accident  or  sick- 
ness. They  have  elected  their  officers  as 
follows:  Frank  Pretti,  President;  "Bill" 
Johnson,  Vice-President;  Ed.  McKinney, 
Secretary  and  Treasurer.  The  society  will 
bring  the  men  closer  together  and  encourage 
co-operation  and  good  fellowship  among  them. 

R.  Waterman,  Construction  Foreman, 
spent  a  two  weeks'  vacation  hunting  in  Shasta 
County.  Two  fine  bucks  were  his  catch,  so 
evidently  his  vacation  was  very  exciting. 

"Pat"  Shally,  a  construction  foreman,  has 
been  laid  up  for  several  weeks  with  a  broken 
leg.      He  was  hit  by  a  machine  while  on  his 


way  home  from  church.  The  latest  reports 
are  that  "Pat"  is  doing  nicely  and  will  soon 
be  back  with  us. 

Superintendent  Farrell  reports  that  even 
under  the  present  labor  conditions,  he  and 
his  crew  are  managing  to  keep  "over  the 
top." 

Ben  Carroll  reports  having  had  a  very 
pleasant  time  at  Watsonville  on  his  vacation. 
"Ben"  says  he  had  a  good  rest  and  is  now 
ready  to  work  for  another  year. 

J.  Firpo  and  his  helper,  J.  Fracchia,  are 
always  on  the  job.  Nothing  seems  to  be  too 
difficult  for  them  to  do  in  repairing  concrete 
streets,   sidewalks,  etc. 

"Pop"  Wilkins  spent  the  month  of  July 
at  his  camp  at  Cazadero.  He  says  he  had 
a  good  time  swimming  and  hiking. 

J.  Murchie  is  a  new  helper  in  the  "V  ard. 

Bill  Schlinker  and  Pat  Duffy  spent  two 
days  out  in  the  wilds  of  Lafayette  doing  some 
important  work.  "Bill"  and  "Pat"  are  right 
there  when  anything  important  has  to  be 
done. 

Mr.  A.  G.  Tasheira,  Attorney  for  the 
Company,  was  a  visitor  at  the  Yard  recently. 

"Les"  Traver,  Chief  Mechanic,  is  always 
on  the  go.  Under  his  close  supervision  all 
machinery  is  kept  running  in  good  order. 

R.  Standiford  plans  on  spending  a  week 
or  so  at  Boyes  Springs  to  rest  up  for  another 
year's  work. 

Al  Clark  is  our  ever  faithful  "Doctor  of 
'Henrys'  and  'Lizzies.'  '  Under  his  guid- 
ance the  machines  are  kept  in  running  order. 

Mr.  J.  S.  Stevens,  Superintendent  of  the 
Yards,  reports  having  had  a  very  good  rest 
on  his  vacation.  Well,  where  he  went  to  is 
a  mystery.  Some  one  saw  him  on  a  steam- 
ship, though. 
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Correspondent 


RICHMOND    DIVISION 

SINCE  our  last  issue  of  BUBBLES  our 
manager,  C.  E.  Clark,  spent  a  very 
enjoyable  week  fishing  in  Mendocino 
County.  You  should  see  the  sunny  smile  he 
wears.  Cause — a  new  Buick.  Who 
wouldn't  smile? 

Miss  Julia  Far- 
nocchia  of  the  office 
force  recently  enjoyed 
a  two  weeks'  vacation 
in  Nevada.  While 
there  she  visited  Lake 
Tahoe  and  had  a  fine 
row  in  a  boat  built  for 

40  mk  *wB^fe         ^he    Harbor    Bond 

^H    ^r-«<j&jHpr     Campaign     is     on     its 

^H  ^LljE^s^P^      wav  an<^  from  all  indi- 

^^^8§|P  cations   will   win   by   a 

large    majority    at    the 

coming   election   to   be 

held  this  month.     The 

people    of    Richmond  have  at  last  realized 

what  a  necessity  to  the  development  of  their 

city  this  issue  will  be. 

The  housing  situation  is  still  serious  and 
the  officials  of  the  Chamber  of  Commerce 
are  trying  in  every  way  to  solve  the  problems 
and  meet  the  demands  of  the  ever  increasing 
population. 

Our  manager's  "better  three-quarters" 
substituted  for  Miss  Rita  Arnold  while  she 
enjoyed  a  vacation  in  the  mountains. 

We  are  all  looking  forward  to  the  return  of 
our  collector,  Mr.  W.  J.  La  Franz,  from  his 
vacation,  as  he  has  been  talking  about  the 
"jerky"  he  is  going  to  treat  us  to.  He  will 
no  doubt  bring  home  a  buck  or  two  as  his 
pedigreed  "Airedale"  accompanied  him  on 
the  trip. 

The  Berkeley  Country  Club,  which  is 
nearing  completion,  is  quite  an  attraction  for 
Richmondites  and  many  of  our  citizens  are 
taking  advantage  of  the  opportunity  to  be- 
come members.  The  golf  course  is  well  laid 
out  and  our  company  has  co-operated  with 
the  promoters  and  the  landscape  engineer  to 
the  fullest  extent.  Lovers  of  the  sport  will 
find  much  pleasure  in  driving  the  ball  over 
the  links. 


W.  H.  Blais 

Correspondent 


BERKELEY  DIVISION 

WE  extend  congratulations  to  our  Pres- 
ident, Mr.   Creed,  in  being  elected  to 
the  presidency  of  the  Pacific  Gas  and 
Electric  Company. 

We  wish  to  thank  our  Managing  Editor 
and  Assistant  Managing  Editor  for  writing 
the  news  items  for  the 
June  issue  of  Bub- 
bles. Ha!  Ha! — 
Joke. — Edr.) 

It  was  with  much 
regret  that  we  were 
compelled  to  accept 
the  resignation  of  John 
Frick.  In  John  we 
lose  the  services  of  a 
faithful  and  trust- 
worthy employee.  Mr. 
Frick  had  been  in  our 
service  close  on  to 
eleven  years.  He  has 
entered  the  employ  of 
the  Vocational  Department  of  the  Board  of 
Education.  We  wish  you  luck,  John,  in 
your  new  field  of  endeavor. 

Our  assistant  cashier,  Miss  Ethel  Gillin, 
has  also  left  our  office.  Miss  Gillin  has 
entered  the  employ  of  the  Southern  Pacific 
Company  in  San  Francisco. 

Miss  Virginia  Clark,  who  has  been  sub- 
stituting during  the  vacation  period,  has  now 
joined  the  "regulars."  She  has  been 
appointed  to  the  vacancy  caused  by  the  res- 
ignation of  Ethel  Gillin. 

After  a  sojourn  of  two  weeks  spent  in  the 
mountains  away  from  the  hustle  and  bustle 
of  city  life,  "Walt"  Stoddard  of  the  "On" 
and  "Off"  Department  can  again  be  seen 
scampering  over  the  city  streets  and  byways, 
making  a  turn  on  or  off  as  it  may  be  or  else 
chasing  a  delinquent  consumer. 

City  Superintendent  Farrell  dropped  in  the 
other  day  and  said  "Hello." 

Occasionally  we  get  a  glimpse  of  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Engineering  Department.  Fred 
Klaus  hopped  off  while  passing  through  the 
city  the  other  day. 

To  fill  the  vacancy  caused  by  the  resigna- 
tion of  John  Frick,  we  are  indeed  fortunate 
in  securing  the  services  of  Ray  O'Connor  of 
the  meter  reading  force.  Ray  has  taken  hold 
of  the  "Ons"  and  "Offs"  like  a  pioneer  in 
the  game.      He  fits  in  nicely. 
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Geo.  A.  McKean 

Correspondent 


S  this  is  to  be  an  Alameda  edition  we 
ook  forward  to  some  very  interesting 
'matter  concerning  the  growth  and  future 
development  of  our  home  town.  These  arti- 
cles have  all  been  prepared  by  men  who  have 
been  identified  with  the  affairs  of  the  city  for 
many  years  and  will 
contain  information 
and  data  that  no  doubt 
will  show  off  the  good 
points  of  Alameda  in 
such  a  masterful  way 
that  all  who  read  will 
endeavor  to  get  them- 
selves established  in 
the  Island  City. 

While  on  the  sub- 
ject of  Alameda  it 
may  be  of  interest  to 
note  some  of  the  meth- 
ods used  in  days  gone 
by,  especially  in  the 
meter  department.  The  installing  of  meters 
started  in  eighteen  hundred  and  seventy-nine 
and,  in  fact,  Alameda  has  the  distinction  of 
being  one  of  the  first,  if  not  the  very  first, 
cities  on  the  Pacific  Coast  to  conserve  water 
by  installing  meters.  Meters  were  set  in 
wooden  boxes  with  an  iron  cover  and  each 
cover  locked  so  that  it  was  necessary  for  the 
meter  reader,  each  month,  to  unlock  every 
box  in  order  to  take  the  statement.  This, 
we  find,  fortunately  for  the  meter  reader,  is 
quite  unnecessary  today  as  the  meter  has  won 
the  confidence  of  the  public  and  is  recognized 
as  the  only  just  method  of  selling  water. 

Miss  Thelma  Nordlund  enjoyed  the  holi- 
days on  the  Russian  River,  where  boating  and 
swimming  were  the  main  attractions. 
Although  returning  with  a  wonderful  coating 
of  sunburn,  Thelma  declares  that  she  had  a 
delightful  time  in  acquiring  the  coat  of  tan 
and  is  ready  to  do  it  all  over  again. 

George  Hunter,  boss  carpenter,  has  just 
made  us  a  visit  and  completed  some  much 
needed  improvements  on  the  front  counter, 
so  that  we  are  now  in  a  position  to  add  the 
word  service  to  our  slogan,  making  it  quantity, 
quality  and  service. 

Mr.  James  Finch  managed  to  find  time  to 
make  a  flying  round  trip  to  the  Big  Basin  in 
the  Santa  Cruz  mountains.      James,  with  his 


family  aboard  the  limousine,  checked  out  at 
four  in  the  afternoon  and  after  some  anxious 
moments  while  in  the  mountains,  due  to  the 
condition  of  the  lights,  arrived  at  his  destina- 
tion at  eight  in  the  evening.  James  contem- 
plates a  return  trip,  spending  a  portion  of  his 
vacation  among  the  redwoods. 

Miss  F.  Wyman  of  the  Oakland  business 
office  is  assisting  us  during  the  absence  of 
Mrs.  Dolan  (nee  Murdock),  whom  it  was 
found  necessary  to  hold  in  the  Oakland  office 
during  the  vacation  period. 

Our  turn-off  department  is  being  taken  care 
of  by  F.  Nelson.  This  is  a  new  experience 
for  Frank,  which  he  is  enjoying  very  much, 
finding  many  amusing  incidents  while  piloting 
the  little  Henry  about  town. 

Mr.  Wm.  Dutton  is  now  busily  engaged 
in  rerouting  the  different  sections  which,  owing 
to  unexpected  opening  of  new  tracts,  have 
become  jumbled  up  considerably.  After 
William  completes  the  job  we  will  have  a 
system  with  nice  new  numbers  and  plenty  of 
room  for  expansion. 

A  new  type  of  construction  has  been  intro- 
duced in  the  building  of  some  of  the  bunga- 
lows in  our  "home  city."  Partitions  of  tile 
or  terra  cotta  in  the  place  of  wood,  are  built 
in  and  it  is  stated  the  material  is  as  cheap  if 
not  cheaper  than  lumber.  At  any  rate,  build- 
ers are  giving  it  a  tryout. 

We  suggest  to  City  Manager  Hewes  that 
he  present  to  the  citizens  (stockholders)  of 
Alameda,  through  his  medium,  the  Municipal 
Monthly  Journal,  a  plan  covering  the  building 
of  a  sea  wall  the  entire  length  of  the  south 
shore  on  the  Bay.  We  further  suggest  that 
the  plan  provide  for  the  building  of  the  sea 
wall  far  enough  from  the  present  shore  line 
to  permit  of  a  "fill  in"  by  dredge,  thereon 
to  be  laid  a  fine  concrete  boulevard  surface. 
On  both  sides  of  the  boulevard  lawn  and 
flowers  to  be  planted,  also  small  shrubbage, 
but  no  trees.  Also  provide  a  safe  yacht  har- 
bor with  bulkhead  near  the  beaches  for  the 
yachting  enthusiasts  of  our  city.  Such  an 
improvement  would  enhance  in  value  all 
property  backing  up  to  or  facing  the  boule- 
vard and  more  than  offset  the  added  tax. 
Think  it  over,  Mr.  Hewes! 
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